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ADVERTISEMENT. 


OME, if not all the following Sermons, were preached 
by their unfortunate author, in Taviſtock Chapel, 
Drury Lane, and committed to the preſs ſeveral years ago; 

| but; from a variety of circumſtances, the publication has 
| been delayed to this time. The fate of the author will 
7 render them an object of curieſity to ſome, and their in- 
trinſic merit will probably recommend them to others; 
for whatever blame may have attached to the late conduct 
of the author, the candid part of mankind will find in theſe 
at leaſt ſomething to approve. They are plain and prac- 
tical, and not deſtitute of many of the marks of good com- | 
poſition ; the ſubjects are important and ſtriking ; the ſenti- TON 
ments, in general, intereſting and forcible; and the ſtyle is 
vigorous and animated. Impreſſed with this opinion, the 
publiſher humbly hopes that they may render ſome ſervice, 
in the eye of the public, to the memory of the deceaſed; and 
alſo yore of ſome uitimate benefit to mankind. 
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'H E truly learned and great author of this 
and other epiſtles, was Lelected in an eſpe- 
cial manner, to be the n cid teacher of rhe 


gentile or heathen nations. e Alec ei 
Del! Tae bo A) W109 $3405, EY LNG 


© He had from his ay a lr bee bred up and 
inſtructed in all the cuſtoms uf the moſt rigid ſect 
amongſt the Jews. Previogg to his cotivetſion he 
was both i in principle and practice a moroſe ſour 
Phariſce. A man frriftly tenacious in the 1 
fervance of © every childiſh, ridiculous ceremony, 


which cal r recommended by the ſpecious pre- 
cence of tradition. Juſt in his dealings, reſeryed 


in his carriage, very demure in his outward. de. 
* DJ 2 5 N po 
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portment, exact in the payment of tythes, a con- 
ſtant attendant on public worſhip, and. peryulacly 
careful not to tat with unwaſhefi hands. 


1 


The hroktice for many years of — an. 


that biaſs and prepoſſeſon, in faveur of his own 
ſect, which would naturally render him wholly 


averſe to any ſyſtem however excellent, that hy 
having an appearance of novelty, muſk interfere 


with thoſe rites handed, down by his anceſtars for 
a ſeries of ages. 


Upon this principle, St. Paul's extreme, able 
rence of the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity 


is naturally accounted for. A religion, which 
inveighed againſt every ceremony that flowed not 
from a pious heart, could expect no favour from 
a, man in whoſe creed the heart was not ſo 0 
| 03 gigot497't edel 5 Jv! 
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Thus thoroughly convinced, and properly in- 
wege, 85 Paul was comm I1MTioned to preach 
unto 


10 


urto the Heathen nations' the goſpef of Jeſus 
Chriſt." In this great work he became ſo emi- 
nently zealous, that he not only planted moſt of 
the Chriſtian churches, but nurtured and watered 
them with the ſalutary doctrines deltveted itt va- 


rious places, and on — — 8 chroughout 
| his diffecent epifiles. © „ef cons 
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A | 
led almoſt every fubject which it concerns us to 
become atquainted with, that a reference to His 
divine writings will generally cltar up" he 'doubrs, 
and thoroughify ſatisfy the ſeruples of every hum- 
2 gry we 5 loo bes Sint brfot 
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Area becnute e 110 6 but too many 
melancholy proofs, that St. Paul's authority is 
foiſted in as a foundation upon which to bail a 
ſuperſtructure of materials, very „ N ad —_ 
r = cd 
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The ſpirit of nt enthoſiaſin ith the 
ground amongſt the lower orders of boch "ſexes. 
The votgar, always apt to run into extremes, ate 
either groſly profligate, or moſt egregioufly miſe 
0 B 2 | Hence 


1241 | 
which, every religious pretender. aſſumes to himſelf 
a right of uſing with the great author of nature; 
and this forſooth, becauſe he is in a ne fa- 
PU INE e. WE 
J 3011 
x — inſtead of Yor mh * * govins 
from an heart deeply ſmitten with a lively ſenſe of 
the divine we have rapturous flights 
of fancy, extacies, indwellings of the ſpirit, ſenſible 
feelings, by the help of which we can point out 
the very moment we were converted; and hence, 
Inſtead of being guided. by. the ſober dictates of 
ſolid ſenſe and cool diſpaſſionate reaſon, we are 
daily peſtered with numberleſs perſons who com- 
mit the moſt abſurd follies, and utter the moſt 
abominable traſh, by the immediate influence of 


ee e. 107 nine vas of bed 
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| Nay the diſeaſe bas not og Or — A 
ſeſſed of ſuch admirable qualifications, muſt needs, 
in order that their talents ſnould not be wrapped 
up in a napkin,: and, the world loſe the benefits 
of their pious inſtruftions become , teachers, of 

others. of 


* 


Hence 
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Hence the loweſt thdblianle:s to the neglect * 
his calling, by which he is enabled to provide 
ſubſiſtence for his family, commences an itinerant 
lay-preacher, as it is termed ! He reaſons, ar- 
gues, diſputes, objects, and confounds, to the 
admiration, as well as edification of an ignorant, 
gaping multitude. He even proves every pro- 
poſition, by a ſtring of quotations from the molt 
truly eloquent Chriſtian writer the world ever r 
duced. 


Very ſtrange that a man poſſeſſed of a fine, na- 
tural genius, perfected by a great ſhare of learn · 
ing, and an accurate knowledge of the human 
heart, as well a as ſiſted in every compoſition by 


the father of ſuch * ee as ignorance, 
aided by gloom and melancholy, could voly. 
ſuggeſt! IO 

St. Paul informs us, that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the world for no other purpoſe, but to ſave ſinners 
that through his blood alone, if we live as per- 
ſons ought, who bear his name, we ſhall have 


peace here, and a joyful reſurrection to eternal life 
hereafter. 


He 


He further intimates, that by the fall, our facul- 
ties are ſo impaired, that nothing but God's aſlif- 
tance, added to our own concurring endeavours, 
can ſo far reftify them, as to enable us to perform 
. things nen eee 

kw "IX this is * common ſenſe, * rk 
every pious believer will moſt readily aſſent unto. 
Here, therefore, we join iſſue with theſe men. 


But when we are all told, that becauſe St. Paul 
declares Abraham to have been juſtified by faith, 
and not works, that on this account we have no- 
thing to do but believe, and leave the reſt to Chriſt. 
When we obſerve, that the term, good- works, 
ſhocks the pious ears of theſe gentry, here we beg 
permiſſion to diſſent, and alledge as a reaſon, that 
the works St. Paul alludes to in the caſe of Abra- 
ham, are the works of the law; that he was writing 
to a people who had conceived ſo ſtrange a vene- 
ration for the Moſaic ritual, as to be very unwilling 
to deſiſt from practiſing the ceremonial part, 
although they received Chrift as the Meſſias fore- 
told by the Jewiſh-prophets. 


The 
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The apoſtle, therefore, labours with all- che 
force: of ſtrong. . to n this vain 
. | 1 10 r : " e Bk | 


For 3 . eg as cas 
ceremonial part of the law was not from the begin- 
ning, neither was it deſigned for any other end, 
but by its typical nature, to lead us as a .ch. 
maſter unto Chriſt. That conſequently, when he 
came in the fleſh, it having then fully anſwered 
the end of preſerving among a peculiar people the 
notion of a Redeemer, the practice of it was nd 
longer neceſſary, That the Jewiſh ceremonies 
could never of themſelves be effectual to reinſtate 
us in the favor of God, the apoſtle proves, by a 
reference to Abraham, who fo firmly relied upon 
the promiſes of God, that, contrary to all humaa 
appearance, he ſhould. yet become the * father of 
many nations,” and. becauſe © the Redeemer 
ſhould be born of his ſeed;” that, therefore, through 
him all mankind ſhould be bleſſed ;; that by this 
belief which he had, being uncircumciſed, and his 
ſubſequent ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will, he was 
actually juſtified in the ſight of God, without the 
aſſiſtance of the ceremonial part of the law. 


2 
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TY 
The apoſtle, therefore, aſſures the Romans, by 


way of inference, that as Abraham believed Jeho- 


vah, and became righteous, ſo if they have the 
ſame reliance upon the promiſes of Chriſt, and 
obſerve the ſame obedience to his commands, e- 
ternal happineſs ſhall be their portion; and of 
courſe, that the works of the law, or legal cere- 
monies,” are by no means neceffary to obtain ſo de- 
fireable an end. 50 25 eng e, 


Thus we perceive how erroneous a method it is 
to make particular quotations from an author, 
without materially weighing the ws pd and. 
tendeney of his 1 | ; 


Goſpel faith, if jt hath any meaning, is fuch a, 
ſtrong conviction of the principles of Chrftlasity,, 
that not the ſhadow of a doubt remains on the 
mind concerning JE un af 7 


| Now it is but too poſſible for a man to poſſeſs 
a faith like this, and yet be greatly deficient in 
acts of piety or humanity. God forbid, that there 
ſhould be many inſtances of men who profeſs to 
believe in Jeſus, but in works deny him. One ex- 
ample of the kind is, however, enough for our 
purpoſe, and gives us great reaſon to aſk with 
St. 


© * 


84. James, this modeſt queſtion; Cas ſicb a fit 
fave a man? Our bleſſed Saviour gives a deciſive 
anſwer, by declaring, that many ſhall pretend at 
the day of judgment, to have performed wonderful 
works in his name; but neglecting to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, or diſtribute to the indi- 
gent, he will ſcorn to acknowledge them as * 
ann. od” Abbe u RG 
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nt Be WE rem . —— on any account 
: deceived, he only who doeth righteouſneſs i is righ- 
teous: recollect that the foundation for all your 
hopes | is Jeſus Chriſt ; z avoid both ſubtle and trifling 
diſquiſitions, where in ſquabbling about words, 
we but too often loſe the things for which we con- 
tend. | 
The goſpel of Chriſt, and conditions which it 
behoveth us to perform, are plain and ſufficiently 
bed 
by The fray, indeed, of mm nature is ſuch, 
that an excellent heart, led egregiouſly aſtray by 
a * weak n is 1 too oom a _ 
F F RYE 

Was this not ahs ale, nba ——_ attergd = 
our enthuſiaſts, could never paſs current upon any 
number of perions for ſacred truths. +, 
engl Becauſe 


| (' 16 ) 
| Becanſe' St; Paul ſubmitted all his natural and 
acquired.cndowments, and made them ſubſervient 
to his maſter's ſervice, our itinerant gzutry muſt 
forſooth rejoice in never having had any accom- 
pliſhments, natural or acquired, ad therefore ey 
een weakneſſes: a 


on a ſimilar account, becauſe the e in 
declaring the bleſſed effects of the coming of the 
Meſſias, foretells, that the people ſhall all be 
taught of Cod, our modern fanatics refuſe every 
aſſiſtance from human letters or the ſciences; theſe 
they rudely villify, under the appellation of carnal 
weapon they it ſeems deal in nothing but Spirit. 


This is ſo ſenſeleſs an error, that was it not pro- 
pagated with but too much ſucceſs, it n be 
beneath oontempt. 


8 Learning can never be employed to half ſo good 
a purpoſe, as when exerted in the defence; illuſtra- 
tion, and ſupport of Chriſtianity, Nay, it is-the 
peculiar boaſt of this ſyſtem, that the more it is 
examined by the light the ſciences afford, the rea- 
dier and more heartily will it be embraced. Of this, 
our own as well as other European nations afford 
ample — ſince the greateſt literary men have 

always 


Cw? 


always been the moſt ſincere Chriſtians, and that 
ngt owing to zbe prejudice of education, but be- 
cauſe as ſuch. perſons were properly qualified, {a 
after an impartial examination, duden in 
due ares of conviction | |» ** 


According. howbrer, to my e eee 10 
moſt dangerous error broached by our fanatics is, 


that of / ſenſible feelings that their ſina are par- 
doned,” This alſo they pick up from St. Pauly 
where he ſays, the Spirit beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirit, that we are the children of Gd. 


| „ 1G 0301017 t e 610315 
Here they roundly affirm, that the moment they, 
believe, they feel themſelves pardoned, and ſoon 
as they continue in this Rate of juſtification, (which, 
ſome “ of their party have affirmed they never can 
forfeit) ſo long the Holy Ghoſt works upon their 
_ ſouls by ſenſible nn 


This i is giving the 3 ſcope for a a wanton, 
and licentiousjmagioation to ſpend itſelf in a bon: 
ſand,jdle 1 FVErIcs, Fe 
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If the animal ſpirits flow quick, and the blood 
CHEN freely, this may very eaſily be miſtaken, 


for 
® Vide Welley's Works, | 


Lu] 
for a more than ordinary effuſion of the Spirit. 
On' the other hand, ſhould a man, through illneſs, 
or one of the many evils this life abounds with, be 
brought into a low habit of body, here ſuppoſing 
himſelf deſerted by the great Father of Spirits,” he 
may become an eaſy prey to all the enn of reli- 


gious dei 


. we may perceive what a wretched founda- | 
tion for our faith and hope, in matters of the 
greateſt innportance, is that which can be ſhaken 
by ſuch trifling contingencies. A gloomy day 
ſhall blaſt the fair proſpect of years, and inſtead of 
glorious certainties, high-fluſhed hopes, and ® rap- 
turous communications with-the Deity, ſhall lead 
the mind into an endleſs labyrinth of perplexing 
fears, and add to the ere anguiſh of an 
aching heart. 


But bleſſed be the Almighty Saviour, altho' too 
too many have in our days literally fulfilled the 
apoſtle's prophecy, by ſelecting to themſelves 
teachers who, for purpoſes eaſily gueſſed, ſooth 
and flatter their dangerous deluſions ; al:hough mul- 
tirudes among us cannot endure ſound doctrine; 


vide Trenckard's Natal "Hiſtory of Superſtition is 
Gordon's Tracts. 


36 } 


yet, for ever adored be his Holy Name, for haviag 
left us clouds of witneſſes. to oppoſe this deſtructive 
ren of ee beg 99% Bab ar 15 
1 502 - N Won 
| 1 he apoſtles are continually exhorting us, fram 
a conſideration of the ſhortneſs of human life, as 
well as precarious tenure of every worldly bleſſing, 
to crowd i into our narrow ſpace as great a number 
of ations beneficial to our fellow-creatures, a8 poſ- 
üble. We are called upon to be willing on every 
occaſion to ſerve ſuch as need; .and our. adorable. 
Redeemer, without entering into a long diſſertation 
between faith and works, without marking the 
Speer between inberent or imputed. righteouſ- 
neſs, (a theme that, has been by ſome modem 
writers ſpun out-into * volumes,). without ſo much 
as touching upon the faith which juſtifies, and 
the faith which ſanctifies, commands us with a 
Gmplicity that always characterizes the doctrine 
of Chriſt, if we really love him, to evince our af- 
fection by keeping his commandments; and be- 
ſeeches us, in the language of eee to love 
one another. | ' | 


| As if be bad fad, « My deareſt diſciples, 
as I am now about to leave this world, and 


e 2099 foo! ſhall 
. * Hervey's Theron and Aſpaſia, 


. 
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"ſhall very ſoon have anſwered the end for which 
came into it, it is both proper and neceffary 
that I ſhould give you ſome rules, which if you 
follow with ſincerity, you will not only con- 
"tihue high in my favour and eſteem, but alſo 
obtain, by my interceſſion, the oreateſt happi- 
"refs the Father can beſtow, even eternal life.” 
T cannot afford you a ſtronger proof of my Fa. | 
cete affectior and earneſt deſire to Tee"? you hap - 
Py; than by oft chearfully laying down even my 
fe for your fakes. You, on your parts dectare, 
that highty fenſible of ſo diſtinguiſhing | 4 avout, 


you ate in gratirude Bound to love me. "Now 


there is but one way by which 1 ſhalt ever believe 
this love to be real and not affe&ed; and that is, 
if you endeavour to the utmoſt of your abilities to 
Tee ny commandmihts; The only commiandrnent, 
Therefore,” as'T have no intention to puzzle or mil. 
tead you, is, that you ſhould love one another as 
Thave loved you. Follow but this rule, and it 
will always be the greateſt happineſs of your lives 
to go about doing good. Let but this' charity or 
general affection to mankind, to the juſt as well 
as the unjuſt, to your enemies as well as friends, 
Let bur this, I ſay, be your prevailing temper, 
and your principles will then become ſo like unto 
mine, that I ſhall never look ven you as my 


ſervants ; 


( #5 ) | 
ſervants; © your implicit "obedience | to my com- 
mands will not only give you — 6 
to my favour and protection, but ſtill more, 1 
ſhall always view you in the light of my beſt” be- 
125 and moſt affeRionate ftiends. m: 355 d 
W my breghrn, you 1 — 

worthy the great lover of mankind to deliver, 
Here you have no unintelligible jargon, all is 
plain, rational,” and conciſe. The doctrine in Alf 
fo agreeable to the principles of reaſon, as to ade 
mit corroborating proofs from an accurate en · 
quiry inte che mm og nature mee 1 
| | 98 

bot eee e. of love and 
en he could have no other motive for creat· 
ing an innumerable multitude of beings but their 
happineſs; and of courſe, to preſerve qr increaſe 
this happineſs, muſt be the grand object of his 
providential care and attention. The ſupreme good 
then of the whole world of rationals, is the thing 
the Deity as a beneficent being myſt wiſh to pro- 
mote. It is therefore moſt manifeſtly our duty to lend 
an aid, as it were to forward and perfect this gra- 


cious 


* St. John, chap. xv, ver. ta, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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cious plan, by exerting every means in our power 
to heighten the felicity of out fellow creatures. 
When thrgugh viciouſneſs, or a ſupine indolepce; 
we; neglect, putting this neceſſary rule in practice, 
we act not in concert with the Deity, and rather 
(as far as our limited powers permit) fruſtrate his 
merciful intentions. uay nIHING: vn Art 
a97ilb o bnizasm 20 wol 35919 2013-120} 
However Hed chnittenaimale,.orei0d onrfolrd | 
wholly . incapable ''of enjoying happineſs with. 
out the concurring aſſiſtance of others. We are 
therefore to preſume from» the Jamene/s of human 
nature, that they cannot be happy without oup 
aid. There is then a mutual tie upon us al/ ta 
promote the welfare of the whole, in which our 
own welfare is alſo included as; being a part of 
that whole; for no man can promote the good. 
whether temporal or eternal, of an whole, without 
promoting at the ſame time the good of every part 
of which that whole: 18 eee Wittig eite 
bus we perceive - och en nature, * 


reaſon, all conſpire; in ee us to ald as well 
as believe. 


” #4 # #4 
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Cumberland de legibus Nature, cap. 5. 


I; 


— , . a. al Be i Ea 


= NT : 
This is what is ſo repeatedly inculcated inthe 
divine writings, under the term Charity, which 
means not, according to vulgar acceptation, alms-, 
giving, © but that love [ayarn] of human kind, 
which excites in us an ardent with to ſee joy, peace, 


and happineſs, diffuſed over every countenance ; 


that philanthropy which ſcorns to give an ingenuous, 
honeſt, although aching heart, the exquiſite pain 
of relating its woes, by contriving ſome ſecret, but 
effectual means of relieving them; that Aumanity 
fo ſuperior to pride, that it cannot in all the world 
diſcover an inferior: it diſdains external poſſeſſions, 
it conſiders ſolely the man, and in him it diſcerns a 
creature, the offspring of one common parent, ſub- 
ject to one common evil, and a candidate for one 
and the ſame happineſs ; hence it perceives a bro- 
ther, and for Chriſt's ſake loves him with a bro- 
therly kindneſs ; it ſees alſo a fellow-traveller, and 
ſcorns to poſſeſs any thing which can make this 
tedious journey more agreeable, without inſiſting 

upon its friend and brother Chriſtian to partake of 
the repaſt ; here Vanity is too paltry a principle to 

have any the ſmalleſt ſhare : no, it is the overflow- 
ings of an heart, grateful for the many unmerited 

bleſſings received from the bounteous Author of 
nature. 


G This 
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This, m my friends, is Few wo of lent _ 


N | 
| 0 180 8800 
Let us not, 9 give heed to benden 
remarks, that this is expecting to be ſaved by 
works: the man whoſe heart is a ſtranger to the 
principle deſcribed above, is, I am confident, an 
utter ſtranger to the greateſt ornament Chriſtianity 
can boaſt, and not, I fear, qualified for that future 
ſtate, in which the only ties that can unite us, will 
be love to God and Chriſt as the head, and to each 
other as fellow · redeemed creatures. „ 5 


In obedience, therefore, to our Lord's injunc- 
tions, let it be the grand aim of our lives ta per; 
form all the real ſervice we can for mankind. 


However narrow or contracted the ſphere may 
be in which we move, it is nevertheleſs. in the power 
of every perſon to contribute: ſomething to the hap» 
pineſs of another. To let, therefore, any accaſion 
ſlip, would be acting againſt ourſelves; for as 
pleaſure is the thing we all ſo eagerly graſp at, to 
loſe an opportunity of doing good, would be to 
barter away a real enjoyment. 5 


It 
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tion to ſay, that this morning puts it in your power 
to do a ſingular act of kindneſs, by relieving the 
wants of a number of innocent, «nd. nere 
a e Nane 101% vibDow 
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ſhall not aro anon. patience, by * 
gedious diſſertation upon the nature, excellence, ant 


: utility of charity ſchools. . This kingdom hourly 


feels che good effects of theſe inſtitutions, All, 
therefore, I ſhall preſume to add, is, that did; your 
beneyolence only ſerve to keep theſe indigent babes 
from mingling with the vile herd, of thoſe aban- 


doned wretches who infeſt the ſtreets of this metro- 


polis, it would not be beſtowed in vain ; but when 
it is conſidered, that you not only make them uſe- 
ful members to the community, but alſo. cauſe 
them to be inſtructed in thoſe religious principles, 
the practice of which will render them acceptable 
unto God, a maſt powetful argument wien their 
behalf. 


As to their plea, they attempt not to urge any, 
but that the all wiſe Creator hath thought fit to 
e 4 


133 


place them in ſuch a ſituation as to ſtand in abſo- 
lute need of your beneficence. 


They alſo e extreme precariouſneſs of 
worldly proſperity z they beg leave to aſſure you, 
that ſome-of their anceſtors were by no means 
likely to produce an indigent race; that it may 
never be the caſe with any of your poſterity they, . 
moſt ardently wiſh ; they however declare, that 
as by your kind inſtruction they are taught the 
knowledge of a Saviour, fo ſhall it be their con- 
ſtant endeavours to increaſe this knowledge ; ; and , 
they are determined to intercede with him, that at 

the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, 
your goodneſs to them may meet with a ſeven-fold 
reward in the world to come, where after a well 
ſpent life, they hope to meet and join with you in 
ſinging, bleſſing and honor, power and glory, 
be unto God, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
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The abſolute neceſſity for the 

coming of Chriſt, and advan- 
tages reſulting to the world 
from his Advent, ſhewn in a 
Sermon, preached the Sunday 
before Chriſtmas day. 


— . 
Fd - „ 4 1 - 
2 294 2 ; 
- 
F 4 © v4 1 * * — 7 5 9 A . = F * 
2 — 8 «& 60 34 30 4 * #4 V*» . 11471 #f 14 x . 1 
1 1 + 1 " 
IE 8 E * R M O N II. a 
* — 
£ : F - 2 * = 
..F 9 27 1 3 . 1 * My — 4 _— : ws 4 . . . * 
131 * # . « « 3 * : : 3. x - - "LET Es 
: a 4 * o © : Ls * . 12 — 
» t "* * ms ou» a 4% . 
ST, 1 5225 92008 I, Ver. 32. 
* . * 1 3 4 . 5 
. * 8 a 1 9295 4 111 1 1 _— TEE 3&4. 
- : 


A a to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of ty 
K der aan 

foi 21 Jo Stra 1 K 10! | fe | ef v4 
CERTAIN devout Jew of Jeruſalem, 
inſtructed by the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould 
not leave the world, until he had actually ſeen the 
Saviour of mankind, advances to the temple, to 
pay adoration unto mene en Haren“ | 


The'charadter given f zis man 3 our evan» 
peliſt, 45, that he was © waiting for the conſala- 
tion of Iſrael.” 


He perfectiy well knew the real import and 
meaning of all the Jewiſh rites; was ſatisfied that 
they were only ſo many inſtructors or ſchool - 


| maſters, to lead the devout obſervers unto Chriſt, 
the true _— to every ceremony, 


1 — Pioſſeſſed 


> * 
849 

Poſſeſſed of ſuch an uſeful ſpecies of knowledge, 
wearied with the world, and enfeebled by extreme 
old age, the pious Simeon breathes out an ardent 
wiſh, that having ſeen the Lord of Glory, having 
viewed him whom Jehovah * ordained to be the 
ſalvation of his elect people, he might now be 1 
permitted to recline his hoary head upon the peace- 
ful lap of mother Earth! _ 

The prophet, however, points out in the verſe 
we have ſelected for a text, ſome of the advantages 
which would reſult. unto mankind, from ah * 
nation of the Son ora bau 


To he Gentiles hp was to hs AP to 8 
their underſtandings z like a piercing ray, to diſpel 
that thick cloud of ignorance which overſpread 
their minds, and lead them out of the dark laby- 
rinth ot error into the gladſome goed £ ſon; ſhine 
and truth, 


ing chem the true ſenſe of all their prophecies, of 
* Fum quem ſervandis electis tuis geſtinaſti unde etiam fac- 
tum ut vocetur Jeſus, quod nomen Simeon adumbrat. Beza. 


Fur. Dimittis, i. e. liberas, ex corpore videlicet mortis 
hujus ut loquitur D. Paulus. Beza, 


name of Ofiris, at kg under the be ya 


t 25s ) 
ut their various formalities, | of all the \S6ſti- 


tutions handed down by their profits, time 
Recon ng h e 
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In ſhort, like fame 1 etwas he 1 
could unlock the n myſteries of 1 


Providence 5 ook. bono n boubal 


That _ was an Abele — be fuk a 
 Yuide,, that, things. were lo circumſcribed both 
amongſt Jew, and Gentile, at the time our Lord 
viſited us in great humility, as ro render this necel- 
ſity critical, will appear manifeſt, from a LEA 
ſurvey of the tare of the then known world, | 


14 


The name Gentile was given by the Jor to all 
thoſe nations, however different "their religious 
polity, who were ſtrangers | to the God & Iſrael. - 


* 2 


Immerſed in all the groſs ignorance of religious 
| Yarbarifm, the Egyptians, inother reſpe&s a ſaga- 
cious people, worſhipped the Sun “, who in theit 
theology is ſtiled the only God of Heaven, (vo 
Sears beov). In Egypt, he was adored under the 
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| iS WY L My 2 Ji ö of 
sies as 
© » Sandford, De deſcenſo Chriſti, b. 1. 6a. 7. | Voſs, 4. 
Wdol. lib. 2. cap. 5. Owen, Theolog. lib. 3. cap. 4: Macrob. Sat. 
"'Gale's Court of the Geutiles, part 1. Hutchinſon, vol. 2. 
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ef|Mnevis, a ſacred hall cpu —_ 
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The ſame may be ſaid of the Pherniclans, 
Greeks, and Romans, who all adored the ſun, 


alchough under different appellations, and acknow- 
ledged a multitude of ſubordinate deities, whom 


they Fo Ir 


The rites uſed in the Gentile mode of worthiþ 
was, as may be ſuppoled, ridiculouſly abſurd, and 
too frequently cruel and obſcene. Moſt nations 
offered animal, Tever:l proceeded. to ſuch enor- 
mities as to ſlay Human ſacrifices. | 


"Their prayers, back with reſpedt to the matter 
and the form, were wholly devoid of ſepſe, Pictys 
or reaſon, 


The prieſts of each reſpective country moſt 
grolly abuſed» their authority, and wantonly de- 
ceived an ignorant, deluded, wretched people. 
Miracles, ſham- prodigies, and divinations, were 
xraftily introduced, to diſpel the doubts, and in 
{Poſe upon the credulity of the vulgar. ' The con- 
ſequences reſulting from ſuch an erroneous ſyſtem 
of geology, were, that every ſpecies of vice and 


”" licgn- 
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e 
beontiouſneſs va prettiſetl ovich impunity. In- 
fants were 1expaſed, ſuicide came iyecommended 
vy the title ofiherdic yirue, Iuſts v the moſt unns- 
tural, were publicly; countenaneed; and encouraged, 
und the gods were ſuppoſeil to remain idle, indif- 
ferent ſpectutors, wfillſt t vice ike a . 
aan 0 ect Few! 
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avilah 6 bob bafogzo Rint al on 

eie inn oa fate of Fe. 
heathen nations, who were ignorant of the ſerip · 
tutes, and of the power af God. So exitical N 
their ſituation, that ĩt is not poſſible to eonetive a 
time f in which ithey could be better prepared to 
receive with gladneſs the meſſenger whom God 
ſhould ſend to enlighten their minds, and call bft 
their attention from worſhipping the d to 
. the t tue Creator of the. world. 
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Some of the graveſt Athenian matrons W | 
an action in honor ef theirigods, which diſhonors human na- 
ture, and of which a common proſtitute would be aſhamed} 
Had, therefore, Chriſtianity done nothing elſe but freed:the 
Gentiles | from the beaſtly ſervices they paid to their deities, it 
would have been a moſt ineſtimable bleſſing, Spearman's Let- 


re 1 1 71 NI 'Y > : 4 


"4 There was no age of the Sd where mankind ene wel 


generally diſpoſed for the receiving of the, goſpel, as that wherein 
our Saviour — Tillotſon's Sermons, vol. 7, go editlan. 


1 28 ) 

Nor was the ſtate of the Jewiſh, at the time our 
Lord appeared in the fleſn, much preferable to 
that of other nations. The purity of their religion 
was moſt horribly defaced by the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, who encumbered it with a ſet of inſignifi- 
cant traditions, They miſtook the means for the 
end, falſely ſuppoſed that there was ſome intrinſic 
excellence in ſacrifice, expected indeed a deliverer, 
but by no means ſuch an one as God in his mercy 
promiſed inſtead of a Saviour, : who ſhould heal all 
mental maladies : inſtead of a divine phyſician for 
the ſoul,” they dreamt about nothing but a formi- 
dable warlike prince, to break their chains aſunder, 
and releaſe, them hom a e e vi to ons 
Roman yoke. | A 


* Controverſies abounded amongſt then „ int 


multiplied, and religious ſquabbles begat oY 
hatred, variances, and averſion, 


© Behold, then, a perſon aptly. qualified to rectify 
every abuſe, both in faith and _——_ which _ | 
crept into the world! rad Legs 

ak van 


There 3 ws 6, as 
beſides Sadduces, Wiſemen, Aſſideans, Gaulonites, Herodians, 
and Samatitans. Some of theſe party names were firſt given 


them about thirty years 3 Vide Godwin's Moſes 
and Aaron. a 


je t295 
| Intimately acquainted with the nature of the 
„ damen mind, each fibre of the heart expoſed to his 


inſpection, to him n 
trolling the unruly will of man. 5 


Liable through ONE 
the wiſeſt nations were guilty of the profoundeſt 
folly. 


Inſtead, therefore, of celebrating the exploits of 
a Jupiter, inſtead of practiſing rites they were un- 
able to explain, inſtead of being burdened with a 
load of ceremonies in themſelves trifling and abſurd, 
Inſtead of this, the perſon deſigned to enlighten 
the Gentiles, taught them a ſyſtem of theology, 
the pureſt in its nature, moſt excellent in its origin, 
and beſt adapred to promote the nobleſt end. 


The ſoul of man is created with an, unlimited 50 


deſire and thirſt after knowledge. Hence are we 
naturally anxious to look backward as well as for- 
ward, to take in the whole ſcope of things, and 
become acquainted with every circumſtance that 
can in the ſmalleſt degree conduce to our well- 
being. | 


1 30 J 


Mere human reaſon in this WE is in ies infant 
Fate, requires the aſſiſtance of an inſtructor, and 
eannot of itſelf determine any thing concerning the 
great truths of religion ® The light of natire is a 
mere ignis fatuus, a term without a meaning; and 
they who argue againſt revelation, they who reject 


the perſon whoſe office it was to enlighten the 
world, ſuch men are ſingularly induſtrious to put 


us upon a much worſe footing than the brutes 
that periſh. 


. „ „ 


ate, the thinking heathens + lived a life of mi- 
ſery. EY perceived themſelves wrong, but were 
unable 


* For my own part; I can have no great veneration for'the 
ſufficiency of reaſon, which in ſo many thouſand years could not 
find out what now every ſmatterer in philoſophy and divinity 
pretends to know, and to demonſtrate to a mathematic cer- 
tainty. Vide Enquiry, after Theology and Philoſophy. 


+ Plato in his ſecond Alecibiades introduces Socrates,  ſay- 
ing, © that they muſt wait / until a teacher come who ſhould 
0 nn how to behave towards God and towards 
man.“ Upon hearing which, Alcibiades cries out, Oh! 
when ſhall that time come Socrates? and who ſhall that 
teacher be? How greatly do I deſire to ſee that man who he 
is? See alſo, © Deiſm Revealed.“ 


(32) 
unable to diſcovet-a clue which might lead then 
to the rigbt. x =” 


'Senfible of having offended the deity, though 
willing to appeaſe his wrath, they yet were ig- 
norant of the means: deſirous of acting up to the 
dignity of rational creatures, they felt the want 
of a law-giver, who might deliver a ſet of rules 
as a proper guide to their conduct. 


No wonder, therefore, they e the 4 
ſenger of Light; no wonder the eloquent, for- 
cible language of truth, wrought powerfully upon 
their minds by its irreſiſtible charms; no wonder 
their oracles were dumb, their prieſts confound- 
ed, their temples deſerted, their philoſophers put 
to ſilence, and their images crumbled into duſt, 
the moment their minds were enlightened by the 
glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, 5 


—— 
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Nor were the Jews, God's choſen people, leſs 
indebted for a variety of benefits received by the 
advent of Chriſt. They were hereby taught the 
true ſenſe of the ſacred books, were eaſed from 
the trouble of obſerving a multiform variety of 


ceremonies, - Their miſtakes in expecting a merely 
temporal deliverer were corrected, and they were 


1 Placed 


3 


6320 8 


placed in a ſituation moſt conducive to their eter- 
nal welfare. 242 


Thus was our lord literally the glory of the If- , 
raclites the moſt pleaſing object the God of na- 
ture could preſent unto their ſenſes, the moſt de- 
firable upon which their affeRions could be fix · 
ed. | q 

But however great the bleſlings the antients 
reaped from che author of all comfort, it is yet 
a truth too important to be forgotten, that we 
moderns are under equal, if not ſuperior obliga- 
tions to the King of heaven. 


Even in this our iſland, Barbariſm once reared 
her frightful head; gloomy Superſtition taught her 
votaries ſervility and idolatry, the offspring of 1g · 
norance fired the worſhippers with an enthuſiaſtic 
zeal . At ſuch a juncture did it pleaſe the good 
Providence of God to permit the Roman arms to 
conquer, our anceſtors, to render them civilized, 


and thus pave, the way for the propagation of the 
| Goſpel. 
Beſides, 


» Moſt tribes of the Celts acknowledged ſuch divinities, 
and attributed ſuch qualities to their gods as encreaſed the 
worſhippers” ferocity. Vide, Northern Antiquities, 


(87 


©.5: Beſides; therefore, delivering them from the 
beggarly elements of heatheniſm, beſides opening 
heir minds that they might underſtand the ſerip- 
and lyarious! are the favours we have received. from 
Jeſus, the Light ofthe World. To enumerate them 
all would be to tire the liſtening ear, and ſcatter 
che ſpirits {of the moſt collected auditor. Take 
rhen , my friends, a hort ſuinmary of: the whole: 
Through the inſtruction of our incarnate God, 
« we only can become acquainted: with thoſe eſ- 
« feral artleles necelfaly to further out eternal 
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| have, been,ghe m molt aſbdyous co diſcover,., . 
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I c is impoſſible for a ink man to live an 
| hour without anxiouſly wiſhing, to kngy. che end 
for which he thus exiſts; the terms on phich. life 
is granted; the place whither he is poſting with 
ſuch ſilent celerity, and the treatment. his immor- 


tal part, may expect to meet with. when this llut- 
ati the arb hall eme, en bas e 
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' Hence the religious cuſtoma of every nõ%õEmj 


have been fruitful in erpedionta to appraſe the 


deity, but to us who were: formerly Gentileai the 


means of reconciliatian are clearly revealed, ſince 
Chiiſt by lüs adwebt barb» brougbt, liſe and im- 


de N gh thb che Goſpel; | -:| 


vis 
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The memory Greg by way « of esd, deres 
dure up ſuch paſt oecurrences as may be 1 


future. 
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ment, are the three leading powers in hen foul of 
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Our it Wasgitaton is 2 boutce of piealhg pleaſure; 
er, cab Gall lip images 
which afford delight z is our conſtant companion 


it is a kind of creative power, 


in the younger part of life; "the foſtering nutfe of 
knw ind even when diſtrefs approaches, is ever 

teady'to ger the tellivus' hours With a aber. 
wg tale. 
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Tue jodgrhent” 1s kat ſaber Faculty which 
weighs and compares thihgs in all their differe * 
relations; ſuſpends our Fenturing upon action un- 
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til 
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al it hath waturefy conſidered the ednſtewente 
gives things/their proper preference, and finds 4 
verdict in the avful'cquet hens e 
Judge. . | ; et gi 10 pred 6 221 TEN: 

Theſe ate the aint cl 
She E ut Ti lies ee 
der him the maſter-piece of creation. Rp" 


£1 Hit . N 


"Bot amicts well. lighted, * Belisiows wwe, un- 
leſs ſome hand divine point out their Proper, 


the ſportive fancy will be. employed in Folly's 
fervice,, the Memory's yiſage, bs. blogerd ib fou 
ideas, and the chaſte Judgment ber ehh BY 
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To guard againſt miſtakes ſo fatal, blundcriag 
man hath always a friendly teacher to whom, he 
| may apply for n folutiog of his difficukies, Wich 
the inſpired light for an, inſtructor, and the holy 
ſpirit for a guide, the weary, wanderer way be 
ſafely directed into the road that be 
pineſs. 
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| Bifides making ber dien cr our r fins, beſides 


pleading our cauſe with ſucceſs at the throne of 
992 grace, 
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grace, the divine Immanuel commiſſoned. Trutto 
an heayenly Ss wi A 25 
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wt; t — + r ipening wers Open to the ſun, 


ſhe, like a blaze of light ſallies on the ſoul, il- 


lumines, es, all her Ng her wiſhes, land, 
though incarcerated i in fleſh Fender ber almaſt a 


emi- god. 20893 10 9231G- 1 (T1 502 min N 


Some men, tis true, there are, who take every 
thing upon truſt; With* hör nonſenſe 7 for 
ler Malt "ſhBdelity for Vit, * ö 
Jargon of wöfds for depth f penetration. be 
exxalt b feln one che ſkies, ee a g 


tion 44 0f Uttle" ut vii; kand Imile with ineffable 
contempt upon ſuch 46 üfe welk enough to bes 
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1/1 The moſt learned men have dempatened, that 
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wid kd, Roch de Jewith'pedple;"? The Gt 
attribute the invention of their alphabet 8 
Cadmus, who is proved, by inquiſitive perſon 

have been one of thoſe *® Canaanites "expelled ” 
Jolliva, who ſettled firſt in Pheenicia, and after. 
wards tranſported himſelf with a colony of” his 
countrymen into Greece, -whither he Earfled” all 
the knowledge he poſſeſſedl in theology and lite- 
rature. The moſt antient Philoſophers, law givers, 
and poets, travelled into Egypt 7. and convetſed 
with the Jeus. Hence in their works we meet 
with ſuch manifeſt traces of Jewiſh learning and 
opinions. In ſhort, oppoſers of the Bible act 2 
moſt unfair part; they owe it every obligation 


for rendering them ſuperior to the ſavages abroad, 
and then moſt unthankfully endeavour to over- 
turn its authorty by weapons, it only reaches them 
hoy to wield. a | 


of. 
We, West « 45 ſubſcribe not to this fa- 
ſnionable opinion, we cannot but peroeive the 
ä N 
| 1 to clones Nogihin: ; 
128 Or Pheenicia Vide, Bochart, ©, Gale Stlligflet. | 


+ Pythagoras ſpent ewenty years, in. Babylon, and Egypt- 
Plato i is reported to have converſed for years with "the ws. 
Pherecydes (Pythagoras s maſter) was of Syrian or Phœniciau 
extract. Orpheus, Linus, Homer, and Heſiad, were in I 
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bleings we reap from the adyent of —— 


de thankful for ſuch favours. I inſiſt not upon 
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h whe Na. given to jnſtruct mankind. 


*. 


Tight i is one of the wt principles of nature; 
Oe groms of which it is compoſed are fo extreme- 
ly minute and ſubtile, that they eaſily pervade the 
pores af all bodies ; it gives the power of viſion, 
affords the means of Perception, it aſſiſts ſecretion, 
recruits the animal ſpirits, mixes with our blood, 
and i is the chief cauſe af the circulation of that 
vital fluid. Chriſt, therefore, who is called by 
analogy the Light of the World, performs for our 
ſouls benefits ſimilar to thoſe our badies receive 
from his emblem, the material light. | 


Nothing, therefore, 2 but that we ſhould 


the performance of any particular duty, becauſe a 
grateful mind, ſenſible of obligations, will endea- - 
your to make every return in the power of a 


As then the rude and jndigeſted maſs of matter lay 
ſcattered o'er creation; as hideous darkneſs ſpread 
her thick veil over all the beauteous face of na- 

ture; as black confuliop reigned till the Almighty 


( 42 ) 
flat gave command that light Should be, and all 
was fait and goed; ſo the benighted mind, grop- 
ing iv the paths of error, meets doubt ang dark 
deſpair, till Chriſt, like! a ray divine ſnot from 
the unrreated glory, deſcends to diſpel her gloqm, 
men life. 5 

I::5baow form yds tot 933 9 1 
80 —— e . 
ſion, any thing that hath a tendency to ſhow the 
great benefits conveyed unto the world by our 
Lord's incarnation, may not be wholly unaccept- 
able. The interim ve may employ is pleaſing 
meditation upon the love divine, which under- 
took ſo great a work, 


Thus diſpoſed, curioſity will preſent to our ima- 
gination a night in which the wind forgot to blow, 
fearful ta moleſt the infant king of glory. The 
air breathes ſilence—not a ſingle cloud beſpots the 
ſky—the ſtars like courtiers put on their beſt attire, 
and ſhine with double luſture in the birthnight of 
their Prince: Content fits ſmiling on the ſhep- 
herd's breaſt, and ſweet refreſhing lumber ſeals 


his wearied lids. Here and there, indeed, a play- 
ſome lamb gazes as if he wondered at the ſolemy. 
ſcene, And now the eaſt, refulgent, glitters with 
; a m_ 


6 
a flood of light divine. Wpben Jo f u radianr hoſt 
congratulates us, highly-favoured mortals: Nature 
litens with attentive ears, whilſt ſoft melodious 
harmony attunes the ſoul” to mental joys,” But 
man can only raiſe his feeble voice and faintly 
join the band, can only ſing * we praiſe, bleſs, 
worſhip, and adore thee for thy moſt wonderful 
condeſcenſion, GO thy: DO Redeemer” of the 
world." 95 (1997 Bo 1607 grit YO 0! 
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SER MON III. 


Jacob's Prophecy explained and 
conſidered, in a Sermon 
preached on Chriſtmas-day. 
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unge, Chap. zlix, Ver, 10. 
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giver from between bis feet, until Shiloh come, and 
unte wan ene ee 
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40 


HE akin _— 5 i thi 
with his fathers, about to quit this vale of 
miſery, and become an inhabitant of the heavenly 
Jerufalem, aſſembles his ſons,” in order to foretel 
what particular evenis ſhould in dae oi tune 
een ee ASL Ne 85 
18 t * 
e bse e NAGY buy da 
painted on eaeh cheek, Grief'bedews. their eyes 
with tears, to ſee an aged parent blind, to ſee the 
fountain of their life dried up, whilſt each, with 
anxious look, attends the e 
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farure' fate. N | I I LT 


| 
| 
ö 
ö 
f 


(44) 

After beginning with Reuben, his firſt-born, 
after declaring certain things that ſhould happen 
unto the poſterity of Simeon and Levi; after this, 
Jacob proceeds iq his ſon Judah, and delivers that 
famous prophecy which ſo minutely correſponds 
with this day's event. The ſceptre,” ſays the 
patriarch, ** ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a 

law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, 
and unto _ ſhall the nga, by * _ a N 


| be. N * 


As deen the religion of Jeſus is intirely 
founded upon the Old Teſtament, as the reaſon 


why men in general embrace not this religion more 


heartily, is, becauſe they are ſuch ſtrangers to the 
meaning of the Hebrew icriptures *, as all the 
prophecies therein. contained have ſome manifeſt 
relation to Chriſt, as this is the real ſtate of the 
caſe, a conciſe explanation of the text, and a ſhort 
hiſtorical account how exactly the prediction was 
compleated in all its parts, will at once go a great 
way towards eſtabliſhing the truth of Chriſtianity, 
mis ff Hine . | - $0 4k "1 

1» That many have no better acquaintance with Chriſt, and 
his apoſtles, is, becauſe they are ſuch ſtrangers to Moſes and 
Aaron. Godwyn. 


cs? 


«nd afford a fund for ſome; uſeful: reflections ſuit · 
able to the preſent occaſion. 5 07 „ 100%] 
d eie mont n eee eee ee een 
tain only a ſimple narrative of facts, an hiſtorical 
account. that ſuch-things. did happens av dhe bes 
cows a paſs 50 noi od: Tbtit: tian 
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A man, Ane eee 
faundation of his faith, muſt be directed unto the 
Old Teſtameft, ſhould be infotmed thar our Lord 
dick noching büt what was in fone part of that 
- Þodk alluded to, and ought to be inſtructed in a 
multitude of prophecies which ſo clearly xelate to 
Chriſt, that they cannot, with. any, ſhadow of pro- 
Priety, be applied to another perſon. In this caſe, 
Sa is an abſolute, TO IT 
X - ack, aun io tek rlitroics, ed 
a ee if een e ment ling in A. 
ferent ages, belonging to different countries, yet 
All conſpire in declaring that ſuch events ſh 0 ould 
"happen, perk aps a thouſand years after their deaths; 
if theſe things do literally come to paſs, e 


+ 10 . 9 f 7 IK 28 71d — to 
. Vide Bate on the Types. Te 


( 46 ) 
to their predictions ; if this be the caſe, here ig © 
proof not to be controverted that fuck perſuns 
muſt have been directed in their prophecies by 
iniinite wiſdem, which pierces int the remoteſt 
thyinely: inſpired, atul therefore hoth the Jewiſh 
an Chriſtian tevelations agteeing together in per- 
fect harmosy. muſt be what they pretend t 
« written under the direction of un infallible 


God 


£1173 Dt wonx 03 gau. Old ttt A. 


„That, the. famous, prophecy; of Jacob, now 39, he 
exacpined {which was delivered before the promul- 
ation of = Ma Sinai, and Pen gents: aboy 

WE Uni ad o Mga bus n abus A 
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9 ev wh 18 Rlcnd to its, bath an "obſer- 


Aton upon prophecyy; wk I. Malk erat Leave to trunſciibe. 


Laſtly,” faith he; prophecies fined ſeen the molt proper 
arguments to evince the truth of 4 revelatio which is deſigned 
to be univerſally promulgated to men. For a man, for 
example, who has. the Old Teſtament pat into his hands, 
which contains | prophecies. and. the New Teſtament, which 
contains their completions, and is ſatisßed that the Old Teſta · 
ment exiſted before the New, may bave a compleat internal 
Svine demonſtration of the truth of Christianity. S aud 


gbr of the Chriſtian' Nell gion. , 


© 7 This obſervation is juſt, although Collins might deſign it 
troaically. = | 29 A SM 


4 


* ) 
to thouſand pears befote the event it allaced 0 
was finally accompliſhed), chat this was of ſuchn 
ſtamp as to add validity to the ſcriptures, will 
appear evident from a ſurvey of the prediction i the 
— be firſt neceſſary ta cd 
cidate. | yzned:us'ngionovob to bot 


The word: we: tranſlate; /copire ei lach Ker 
ſeiiſes, all hearing a diſtant analogy to the root frag 
- whence it is detived. But as the verſes precedimg 
the tent contain a · declaration, that Judah ſhould 
thren alſo, the context clearly determines the ſeuſe 
of the word, andi ſignifies mum or au- 
thorit y. emu 1 n ni baBotoos et I off ar 


The prophiey therefore} predifts-the continu- 


arice and permanent duration of that power or au- 
thority which was juſt before promiſed. In this 


ſenſe the ſame phraſe is uſed, nor is it capable of 
0 
Ii » Dre [12 Biy fat . f * | "£5 1457 5267 N L | 


bab Shebbet, is thus rendered by ny of the hebe 
Rabbies, and the three Targums of Onkelos, Jonathan, and 
| the Jeruſalem, favour ſuch an nnn N _ 
Antiquities, 


[ . « 
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tho antient and: mbdern J ewa, A well as, Chriſtians, 


( 48 ) 


any other, when-it is lud, i cha fps of Egypt 
ſhall depart away 1 (hail 2008 Vas enge 


ner 
tine ertusqizat 2 n yittulee be on es qragh 


The term"/aw-p:ver; intimates any:ruler, judge, 


chief man, or magiſtrate, although! he is hot poi- 


ſeſſed of ſovereign authority. S hi 


he \Phraſe hom lenden hin a de am idiom 
cperuliar! to the Hebrew language natd! ſignifies, 
from his ſeed or poſterityi Shitob!licerally- means 
A perſon that is ſant/ undder which character dur 
bleſſed Lord frequentiy deſdribes himſeif: C But all 


acknowledge that the Meſſiah is hereby underſtod. 
The ſame is confeſſed in the Targums, *, . n. 


The retnaifiiig-glauſe/1to:be ongquized; into; is, 
** him ſhall: tlie, gathering of the people be 
Which certainly alludes t the convetſion · of. the 
GSentiles unto the. Chxiſtian fach t çF 


* 


* 
« C4 


The words thus explained, -let us modernize the 


— "a. wg ic to the fimple apprehenſion 


3 y 114 17 10 e "a" 1 29101 9: 214 * add. 
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The Targums are antient interpretations of Fenptüre, to 
which the Jews pay implicit obedience, 


4 Vide Mede's Works. 
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(49 ) 


of every capacity, . The family of Juda ſhall | 
not ceaſe from being a ſtate, or body politic, his 
poſterity ſhall poſſeſs a power of government and 


juriſdiction within themſelves , which ſhall never 


finally depart from them, until the Meſſiah; whom 
God hath promiſed to ſend, ſhall actually come 
into the world, and ** to him ſhall the gathering 
of the people be.” In his time ſhall the Gentiles 
be converted and collected together, like ſheep into 
one fold, under one and the fame ſhepherd, the 
Saviour ſent from God.“ | 


I To perceive how exactly this prophecy was ful. 


filled, it will be neceſſary to run over a ſhort detail 
of the Jewiſh affairs. | 


During the firſt ages of the world, when men's 
lives were extended to an uncommon length, the 
; —_— * fathers 


The ſceptre may refer to the royal government in the 
houſe of David, and the /aw-giver (which is a word of lower 
lignification) to the form of government under Zerubbabel 


and the Maccabees, till Judea was made a Roman province. 


For although ſome of theſe governors were not of the tribe of 
Judah, the for inſtance, who were prieſts of the 
tribe of Levi, nevertheleſs, the tribe of Judah was the centre 
of the ſtate, ar the ſeat of government. Fenning's Jewiſh 
Antiquities, N | 


— — — — — — 


6 ). 
fathers: of families exerciſed a:kind of. prigeply au- 
ne cher ae | ' 


After the Benner lefr * 10 until their | 
entrance into Canaan, they, were mme the 
n ee of ee 


Joſhua Fas amr Moſes, ſe upon 1 death, 
the Jews were ruled by what they called judges, 
until the time they became earneſt in their requeſts 
to have, like other nations, a king ſet over them. 


We all know that the whole body of the people 
were divided into twelve diſtinct tribes or families, 
each bearing the name of that perſon frem whom 


they originally {prang. 


an proceſs of time, ten of theſe tribes revolted, 


and rebelled againſt Rehoboam, the ſon of Solo- 


mon. Judah, which was the largeſt, and Benja- 


min the ſmalleſt, were the only two eier Who 
adhered together. | | 


Soon after this, a fatal ſeparation enfued, and 
all the liraclites, but the poſterity of Judah, were 
taken priſoners, and carried into captivity, by 
12 pileſer, king of Aſſyria. e 
From 


0 50 


authority abſolutely departed from every tribe, but 
that of Judah. During, however, the various 
viciſſitudes, during the many changes that . hap- 
pened to the eſt of the Jews, the deſcendants. of 
Judah ſtill ſtuck cloſe together, always kept up a 
ſhew of government, bad their own rulers, and in 
fact ſo continued until they were releaſed from the 
Babyloniſh captivity by Cyrus, who permitted 
them to return berger en 
Jeruſalem. | ants 


The ten tribes were loſt and intermixed with the 
conquerors : Judah with the little appendage of 
Benjamin preſerved their prieſts, elders, and other 
officers, in ſucceſſion, who. preſided over the civil 
and eccleſiaſtical affairs of the people. The tribe 
of Judah alſo inhabiting Jeruſalem, continued du- 
ring every commotion the centre of the ſtate ; nor 
was it ever known that a ſtranger, one of another 
nation, governed them, until the time of Herod, 
during whoſe, adminiſtration Chriſt was actually 


yt | 77 F 
From what hath been delivered, it appears 
therefore that the more accurately we examine into 


the J ewiſh hiſtory, the clearer thall we perceive 
"2.8 2 how 


— — 
- 


( 


(2 |) 


how literally Jacob's prophecy was fulfilled : and 
granting his capacity to have been ever ſo exten- 


five at the time he delivered it, his family was in a 
ſtate of ſlavery to the Egyptians, conſequently, 
nothing could be more contrary to the courſe of 
human affairs, than that they ſhould ever recover 


their freedom, and be united in any form of go- 
vernment. Vat lia Out | 


Admitting, however, he could ſhrewdly gueſs 


this would be the caſe, it was impoſſible to divine 
that the ſhadow of government ſhould be confined 


excluſively to the deſcendants of one of his ſons ; 
till more difficult was it for Jacob to pronounce, 
that it would ſubſiſt amongſt ſuch a tribe, for pre- 


ciſely ſo long a time and no longer. Whereas he 
expreſly informs us, it was to continue in the 
family of Judah only, until the Meſſiah ſhould be 


born, and hiſtory bears teſtimony to the truth, 
| becauſe it did ſo continue; and when Chriſt came 


into the world, all ſhew of government departed 
from amongſt them, and in a few years their city 
was .totally demoliſhed, and they continue vaga- 
bonds even unto this very hour. 


4 *S . 
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Nor was it leſs certain, that Shiloh gathered 
together the diſperſed; for the truth was preached 
| | in 


633 ; 
in every nation, and the- Gentiles were in mult 
tudes converted to the faith of Chriſt, AI 


Having now gone through the prophecy in as 

compleat a manner as the limits of diſeourſes of 
this nature will admit, having ſeen how exactly it 
was fulfilled in all its parts, mum na- 
turally ariſe from the ſubject. E 


A filly notion gains ground ang the people, 
that Chriſtianity commenced only from the birth of 
Jeſus. The Jews are ſuppoſed to have been a race 
who had but a faint, if any knowledge of a Re- 
deemer, and their religion is imagined to have been 
eſſentially different from ours. \ | 
But this is an opinion void of the ſmalleſt foun- 
dation. Their ceremonies were indeed different, 
but the meaning of thoſe ceremonies was to exhibit 
in a figure, what Chriſt the reality ſhould do and 
ſuffer, when he came in the fleſh; The Jews were 
in mercy preſerved a diſtinct people, as ſo many 
vehicles to convey to after ages the truths of the 
goſpel. Their hopes of pardon were founded on 
the ſame Saviour, and they had no notion of re- 
demption, but by the blood of a perſon in Jeho- 
vah, who ſhould become incarnate. Each devout 
"" 


t 
Jem alſo haped to be alive, when the Meſſiah 


. | T 1 117 6 4 
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The enpectation of a deliverer, merely temporal, 

obtained amongſt chem during the latter age, a 
when they had perverted the ſenſe. of the! Hebrew 
{criptures, and of the ſeveral prophegieg which 
related to Chriſt *. | 


"Þ won, the apticnt t Jews underſtood the 1 true 
intent of all their fites, as well as we do the delign 
of bread and wine in the bleſſed facrament : 2 they 
were, as one of our homilies expreſſes it, Cbri ian 
men, in as much as they expected falvation through 
the merits of our common Meſſiah. 


The religious duties incumbent upon them were 
preciſely = e allo t to which v we are i 
eee eee, * "They 


7 „s the 1 dab lasdkah was wh eee 
verer, ſprang up in the Fings g of the captivityy and the Septugs 
gint tranſlation was not made until about the idle of the 
Rve hündred and thirty Tis years that paſſed between the return 
bf che Jews from captivity, and the doing of Chrilt, this 
notion, falſe as it was, yet cobtributed to keep up the ex per- 
tation of a Meſſiab. For this opinion did not infect the 
whole Jewiſh nation ; many at the advent of Chriſt waited for 
the ſpiritual redemption of Tfrael,” Letters on the Seftuagint. 


68 ) 
They were commanded to love Jehovah Elohhm, 
for that ſignal act of mercy, Redemption by Chriſt, 
And indeed, fo great an impreſſion had this doctrine 
made upon the minds of all men, Gentile as well 
as-Jew, that ut the time our Lord actually appetred 
in the fleſh, an opinion * univerſally prevailed in 


the world, that Nature was about to bring forth a 


wonderful deliverer, reſtorer, and king of the uni. 
verſe; inſomuch that this tradition ſo alarmed the 
Roman ſenate, as to occaſlon them to make u de- 
cree, according to Suetonius, that no child born 
that year ſhould be brought up, But the ſenators, 
whoſe wives, were at that time pregnant, ſtopped 
its w r en _ "——_y expected 
u MAD mon g | 10 9 is 


Dr. Lowth, in his admirable book, De 3 


bræorum, demonſtrates, that the famous Pollia, of Virgil, could 
not agree with any perſon or condition of the Roman ſtate, at 


the time it was written, And upon the ſtyle being fintilar to 


that of lſalah, he obſerves, “ Senſus imagines dictio etium eum 


ſacris vatibus, mirum in modum congruens, res ipſa, vel in ſe 
tam elata et gnifica, vel potius a poeta omnium licet vere · 
cundiſſimb 4 4 reit mo in earh altitudinem exaggerata, ut 


anale modo perſuadere pofſini-quin fubſit aliquid, 

The Doctor, in another place, ingenuouſly confeſſes,” 
chat * 3 not underſtand the eclogue: ** Mihi quidem illud 
uſu venire plane profiteor, ut cum carmen hoc ea ex parte con- 
templor quanto id ſepius lege tanto lotelliglm minus. 

ä Ledde 21. 


- 


o 
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this ſurpriſing perſon; and ſome imagined that 
Herod, who beautified the temple, was He, and 
called themſelves Herodians; others adhered to 
Theudas; others, again, to Judas of Galilee; both 
of whom pretended to be the promiſed deliverer. | 


So truly was our Lord; what the prophet — $f 


Juſtly e him, the deſire of alt nations/?. 1 0 
As ance the * nad with, n anxiety. 
for the Meſſiah's coming, as they referred all their 
hopes of falvation to this future Redeemer, we who 
live under the mild diſpenſation of his laws, we 
who exiſt in the laſt age of the world, ſhould be 
careful · that our hearts are properly affected with 


a ſenſe of the benefits flowing from Chriſt's 
birth, 


The Divine Being, willing to promote our hap- 
pineſs, has provided in him a remedy for all our 
maladies, . No outward regularity of conduct ean 
appeaſe the juſtice of God, or make atonement for 
paſt offences. Holineſs, ſpotleſs holineſs, is fo 
extremely eſſential, that without it no man can 
ever hope to ſee the Lord. This, with all our 
beſt endeavors, we never can attain; becauſe the 


very beſt of all our actions are conſtantly tainted 
with a criminal weakneſs. 


In 


C2 


In che ſufferings of Chriſt, therefore, behold an 
ample ſatisfaction made for all our ſins; by his 
merits he laid claim to the Holy Ghoſt's aſſiſtance, 
by which our weak attempts are aided and he who 
feels his gyn inabilty to perform the will of God, 
he ho expects redemption through blood divine; 
and acts like. a creature ſenſible of obligations to 
its Creator, ſuch a perſon is moſt Ames iq the 
.: chat leadeth. unta life ee | 


ie 3 


— » be 1 % 
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— 'vith \ all 8 F way you, my | 
friends, are under this happy predicament, let us 
by a joint ſupplication intreat the God of nature 
not to ſuffer this day's feeble efforts of Se | 
| acknowledgment to paſs unnoticed. 


O! thou great univerſal Rache ö whoſe power 
each ſpire of graſs proclaims, whoſe wiſdom all 
nature loudly ecchoes in an hymn divine! Thee we 
now thank for every gracious good! thee we adore - 
for mercies, the power of human language faileth 
to deſcribe ! to thee we fly for ſhelter from impend- 
ing evils. For the Redeemer's ſake, who as on 
this day abaſed himſelf, to ſnatch us from eternal 
ruin, for his dear ſake, hear our prayers, although 
ſhort of what we would expreſs: relieve our 

wants, cure our diſtempered minds, and teach us 


to 


to kiſs & 


( 58 Y 
e hand 2 owe our daily prez 


i 


Wwe 


” „Ia Ty angels hover round our couch, and 
peaceful Numbers fit us for to-morrow's labour. 


| Extend the knowledge of a Saviour to nations yet 


in darkneſs. Haſten, Lord, thy glorious King- 
dom, prepate us for the hour of death, and when 
expiring Nature breathes her laſt, join us, we 
beſeech thee, to the happy choir, whoſe never 
ceaſing ſhouts ſhall make eternity reſound with 
thankſgivings unto thee, O Sovereign Creator, for 
ſending thy Son into the world | to brag a _ 


tiation for all axe fins. 
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SERMON IV, 


An earneſt Perſuaſive to partake 
of the Holy Communion. 


Preached on Sacrament Sunday. 


— 
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S E R M O N IV. 


Sr. Joux, Chap. vi. verſe 33 and 34. 


For the bread of God is be which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

Theo als Shy xn him, Lord evermore on. us this 
bread. 


UR bleſſed Saviour, having in a miraculous 

manner multiplied a ſmall quantity of food, 
ſo as to feed ſeveral thouſand people, returned to 
a City called Capernaum. 


Being followed by thoſe who were eye · witneſſes 
of the fact, and had partaken of the repaſt, he 
reprehends their mercenary motives, declaring, 
that they ſought him, not on account of the won- 
derful works he performed, nor, that they might 
become wiſe unto 1alvation, but merely, becauſe 
they had caten of che loaves and were filled. 


After 
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After requeſting them not to beſtow ſo much 
labour about temporal food, or the meat that 


periſheth, they enter into a kind of remonſtrance 


with him, demandipg ſome further ſign as an in- 
ducement to believe. 


9 


deſert: were, in a barren wilderneſs, len 


ſupported: by food that deſcended from the ſky. - 


To which our Lord replies, that the mann was 


nevertheleſs not the true bread of God, becauſe it 


ſerved to nouriſh the body only, But the real food 
diſtributed by the Almighty, is he who eofneth 
down from heaven, upon whom' the /ol feeds; and 
feeding, is prepared for the enjoyment of life « e 


verlaſting. 


A Seruck with the deſcription, and truly ſenſible 
how much they ſtood in need of ſuch ſupport, 


_ they put up a ſhort but pathetic ejaculation. 


Lord! we beſeech thee. give us evermore this 
Tirgad | 


; The folemn ub in which I cruſt the 
majority of this aſſembly propoſe being this day 


Concerned, will juſtify an ample diſplay of the 
words 
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words before us. Their intent bearing a near re- 
lation to the nouriſhment each pious believer hopes 
to receive from the Lord's table. . 


But, in a diſcourſe of this kind, nothing can 
be expected, unleſs a calm diſpaſſionate addreſs to 
the underſtanding. Any effects ariſing from the 
paſſions, being too momentary and ſhort lived, 
where ſubjects /o ſerious are the points of exami- 
nation, | 


We will therefore explain the meaning of the 
phrafe bread of God, and ſhew how, and in what 
manner Chriſt, who deſcended from heaven, gave 
life unto the world. 


Man is a compoſition of a viſible frame, and 
an inviſible foul. The body was created out of 
a ſpecies of vegetable mould *; and being earthly, 
is in common with other animals, ſupported by 
the material elements, till it ſhall return to its o- 
riginal duſt, | 


The 


Human bones when dry and properly calcined, are ſaid 
to make much the beſt clay. A corroborating proof that we 
are formed from earthy materials. 


— > — — — — — 
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The ſoul is a ſpiritual being, endowed with great 
and tranſcendant faculties. Such as a capacity to 
look backward before time began, and forward 
to the "ped or end of all hg. | 


But above all, it is able, X properly inflruc- 
ted to love, converſe with, and adore the great 


author of nature. | 


Formed for eternal life, it is of courſe immor- 
tal. Subject to no decay, nor liable to any diſ- 
ſolution. But, as a created being, it cannot have 
life in itſelf, but muſt depend upon the Creator 
for continual nouriſhment and ſupport. In ſhort, 
like its partner the body, it alſo muſt be fed, 
though with a very different and ſuperior kind of 
food. Even ſome ſpiritual ſupplies from the e- 
ternal divinity of Chriſt, 


As, however, all our ideas ariſe from the ſenſes 
and ſenſible objects. The ſcriptures when treat- 
ing upon any ſubject relative to the deity, con- 
ſtantly uſe a language accommodated to the weak 
condition of -our nature. Thus God himſelf is 
faid to have hands, eyes, and the different parts 

E of 
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of which a human body is compoſed ®. He is 
alſo repreſented winking at, as not 1 to * 
our nn . * 


Now *is manifeſt, that none of theſe things can 
be true in the literal ſenſe of the words, They 
are all ſo many ſtrong metaphors, by which means 
things we are well acquainted with, are ſubſtitut- 
ed to give us ſome notion about thoſe objects that 
are inviſible to our bodily eyes. 


The fa kind of analogy is axis in the 
words we have choſen for a text. Bread is the 
neceſſary ſuſtenance and ſupport of our . bodily 
frame. The divinity of Chriſt which came down 
from heaven, is no leſs neceſſary for the ſupport 
of our m__ ſubſtance - the . It is, there- 

a 1 | fore 


* Dr. Lowth in his lecture upon the Canticles, thus ex- 
preſſes himſelf, ( In ſacris itaque ſcripturis deſcendit quodam- 
modo in terram Deus, humano corpore, membris, ſenſibus, 
affectibus indutus; omnia mortali ſimilis.“ And he adds, 

Neque ſane eſt ulla mentis humanæ commotio ac perturba- 
tio, quz non cum omnibus ſuis adjunctis Plane ac fine omni 
remedio ac lenimento Deo tribuatur ; nec minimum ex, qu 
multum terrenæ fecis ſecum admiſtum habere videntur, ira · 
cundla, dolor, odium, ultio. 

De Sacra Poeſi Hæbræorum. 


— — — — 2 r 
* 2. "-_ w—o_— — K N * —— EY hk 
- _ — ns > Fon — 
— — — ——— canoe dgs — —— — — 
” 


A 1 


fore, called by the fame name, becauſe produc- 
tive of ſimilar effects. The one, being the cauſe 
of our animal, the other, of our ſpiritual life. 
The latter is full as eſſential to the health of our 
ſoul, as bread, the former, to the ſtrength or vigour 
of our body, In ſhort, the mind of man may 
exiſt, but cannot with propriety be ſaid to hve 
when deprived of the ſupport it ſhould receive 
from the great Father of ſpirits. 


On theſe ſeveral accounts, therefore, the divi. 
nity of our Lord is called the bread of life. J, 
faith he, am that living bread which came down 
from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he ſhall 
live for ever.” This could not be ſpoken of 
Chriſt's humanity, that never having been in hea- 
ven, but muſt ſignify his divine nature, which 
in great humility deſcended, to give life unto the 
world. 


Beſides, being as God the cauſe that willed us 
into exiſtence, Chriſt as the perſon who under- 
took our redemption, is the true and only ſource 
of every bleſſing with which that exiſtence is 
crowned. 


in: 
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| , Mere animal life is a noble giſt, a rich trea- 
ſure none thinks he can cer prize too much. This, 
through a failure in the firſt, pair's. obedience. was 
abſolutely forfeited, and when the ſentence was 
about to be put in execution, Chriſt the bread of life ? 
kindly interpoſed, ſnatched the human race from 
the tenfold horrors of the yawning gulph, and 
became the kind diſtributor of a rwofold. life in 
time and in eternity. 0 


Hence man, with all his powers, became the 
ſole property of this Lord who We this Savi- 
our ator, delivered him, | 


Various are the wants, various the aſliftances 
we hourly ſtand in need of through every period 
of our exiſtence. As various ate the benefivs 
confered by Chriſt, which render the life he gave 
more than doubly comfortable. 1 


In the infant ſtate, ſuch is the delicate nature, 
ſuch the feebleneſs of our frame, that all the care- 
ful tenderneſs of affection, all the ſoft ſolicitude 
of maternal inſtinct, is wholly inſufficient to pre- 
ſerve us from real or accidental ills innumer- 
| F 2 The * 
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The little babe, though innocent, is "tai to 
weep; and though unconſcious of guilt, the 
pearly dew-drop trembles in his eye. In ſhort, 
rears trickle down its cherub face long Laure the 


ardeſs 9145, abe has 1 the Wo do Aa, r 7:%c 
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You who . Fei th n of a Wi 
you whoſe bowels have been moved by compaſſion 
towards the infant ſon of your womb, . you muſt 
doubtleſs be a much better judge ; but to me it 
ſeems that theſe little fondlings undergo woes far 
different from any ariſing from bodily pain, woes 
of the mind, which neither the power of medicine 
or art, no, nor the anxious care of a fond parent 
can relieve. Viſible only to that Redeemer who 
gave the life, his Almighty power alone can,admi- 
niſter an adequate remedy; nor can it be ſuppoſed, 
that he who deſcended to give life, and its train of 
bleſſings, to a world of ſinners, will refuſe the pro- 
pu occur to an infant mind diſtreſſed. 


When youth advances, when the pulſe beats 
high, and tempeſtuous paſſion - bears the ſway, 
pleaſed with each glittering -bauble, this novel 
ſcene affords, the fancy is ſolely intent upon form- 
ing wreaths of happineſs to crown our brow, Fach 
pleaſing 


(N 
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pleaſing. reverie, each romantic proſpect, though 
remote from truth, remote from common ſenſe» 
remote from the goſpel rule of duty, is yet indulged, 

cheriſhed, and put in execution. Vice fo early 
| ſown in all our breaſts, afforgs a melancholy crop. h 
Each man has ſome favourite point in view, ſubtly 
lays his, cobweb plans; is, in the world's ſenſe of | 
the word, ſagacious, deeply | weaves his net- work, 
ſchemes to catch--- what! ? a fly, that buzzes for a 
moment in our ear, and then 1 is "fed for euer. 
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The word of Chriſt, the great charter of our 
ſalvation, we ſeldom peep into, ſince there rude 
truth affaults us, and perhaps odr favourite paſon 


is condemned as. neben ridiculous, and ab- 


T1. e 2 1 
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nh there'be any reſemblance of truthin the above 
ſhort ſketch,” each humble, pious Chriſtian will, 
nay muſt, ſmite upon his breaſt, acknowledging 


too much of his former time to have been quis 
dered in ſome ſuch idle purſuit. 


Vice, error, and impiety, in youth, is as it were 
a tax we pay to the prince of darkneſs, for having, 
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came down from heaven can rectify our faculties, 
or retrieve us from this bondage. 


When, indeed, our evening ſun begins ts ſet, 
when Time has ſnowed upon our head, when paſ- 
ſion cools, and judgment is matured by age, we 
ſtop ſhort in the courſe, look back upon the path 
we have trod, ſee the wandering maze we have tra- 
velled, and ſharply criticiſe upon each loitering 


hour, each dilatory delay that happened in the 


journey. 


Some, *tis true, there are, upon whom timo 
has no other effect than to ripen them in folly, or 
harden them in vice; who hobble after amuſe- 
ment, and nod with the cup of pleaſure in their 
trembling hand ; but God forbid their numbers 
ſhould be great, ſince the follies of youth, played 
over by the wrinkled: brow of age, or a ſhaking 


palſied head, with @ worldly, irreligious heart, is, 
of all ſights, the moſt ſhocking to humanity, - 


The oenerality of thinking men ſurvey the 
errors of their younger years with deep remorſe, 
and at every vice let drep a ſigh. The different 
end of the perſpective being turned to their eye, 


what 
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what once appeared a dreadful diſappointment, is 
now deemed a ſingular mercy; and a nearer view 
affords them reaſon to be thankful to Chriſt for 
baffling and defeating thoſe ſchemes, which. if 
attended with ſucceſs, had probably plunged them 
into utter deſtruction, | 


Theſe are ſome of the many juſt ſentiments, to 
| inſpire us with which Chriſt came down from 


4 


This life he gaye us, and with it many, very 
many ſocial comforts, But he would alſo teach 


us the proper teſt, the true value of all earthly 
bleſſings. | $ 


For riches, fain would he give us that homely, 
but heavenly gueſt, content. For noiſy mirth, 
ſerenity, and a ſmile at heart. For the Fantaftic 
applauſe of a giddy multitude, the ſecret appro- 
bation of a conſcience void of offence, For 
ambition, perfect reſignation to the divine will, 
For vanity, or ſelf conceit, deep humility.” And 
for that paltry paſſion, envy, a humanity, for 
Chriſt's ſake, that flows on all, that wiſhes the 
ſucceſs of each brother in the Lord; ſtoops to the 


meaneſt, 
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meaneſt, deems none beneath its notice, glories, 
if occaſion offers to promote another's welfare, 
nor dreams of any recompence but the Redeemer's 
ſmile of approbation. 


This is the kind of life chalked out by our 
bleſſed Maſter; this would ſtrew the, thorny way 
with roſes, and convert a world tull of woe, 
anguiſh and complaint, into an Eden, a terreſtrial 
paradiſe, What is ſtill more, it ſmoochs the 
road, and is the great prefArative for that eternal 
life, to purchaſe which our Lord became a man 
of ſorrows, / 


Endleſs miſery is the neceſſary conſequence of 
ſin. This is, in Scripture, frequently called death; 
becauſe, as that deprives the body of every plea- 
ſure ariſing from its exiſtence, ſo doth this rob the 
ſoul of every mental joy flowing from the perpe- 
tual fruition of its God. | 


To give poor man a ſecond trial; to afford 
him a further opportunity of gathering the fruit 
of the tree of life, and enjoying a happy im- 
mortality; for this end, a perſon in Jehovah 
became himſelf our ſurety, The ſecond ſubſiſt- 

ence 
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ence: in the Godhead deſcended, if I may fo 
ſpeak; to inhabit, or dwell, in a human - body 4 
ſuffered in this body the puniſhment. due to ſing 
and having thus ranſomed, thus purchaſed, had 
a right to diſtribute eternal life to every repenting 
believer who ſhould rely ny him only for 
ſalvation. 1 
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When I fay Tuffered, 1 do not mean — 
crucifixion; that was the leaſt part of the diſmal 
tragedy. But his ſoul was made a ſacrifice to 
offended juſtice; and being perfect God, as well 
as man, the agonies of his mind no human lan- 
guage can deſcribe. 
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1 am no * to a "firing E je ki quota: 
tions; a Chriſtian i is always ſuppoſed to be tole- 
rably well verſed in the Bible. There! is, how- 
ever, a pert petulance in human nature, which 
frequently leads men to cenſure what they do not 
thoroughly underſtand. To avoid cavil, I fhall 
therefore only obſerve, that not a tittle has been 
advanced, but what could be clearly proved from 
the mouth of God himſelf, 12 


Theſe 


1 1 
\* Theſe things being indiſputably true, there 
remains no difficulty in diſcovering the manner 
how the real bread of God gave life unto the 
world. He atoned for our - ſins, delivered us 
from the curſe of the law, and by raiſing his 
own body from the grave, gave demonſtration 
that he was both able and willing to raiſe- us uP, 
at "me laſt Gy go eternal . 


The ſoul of man being Pinto is only ca- 
pable of an immediate correſpondeuce with tis 
Deity, who is alſo a a ſpirit. | 


But as the body is to ſhare in the reward, ſo is 
it alſo ordained to bear a part in the outward wor- 


ſhip of Chriſt, Hence kneeling, proſtration, 


and uncovering the head, have ever been practiſed 


in the church ſervice; ceremonies, in themſelves, 


of no intrinſic value, but as they are ſigns of an 


inward contrition, humility and reſpect. Receiv- 
ing, however, the ſanction of Chriſt, they become 


indiſpenſably neceſſary : they are the ordinary 
means whereby he conveys the extraordinary gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit. 


| One inſtitution there is, the moſt ſolemn act 


man, as a fallen creature, can be concerned in : 
*Tis 


ful, though not favitlefs, ſubjefts” 
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is called a Sacrament, becauſe we are ſuppoſed 


to enter inte 2 ſerious league, covenant, or oath, 
with Chriſt, from henceforward to continue faith. 


|, 


- The diſpoſitions neceflary to qualify us to 1 
take of the blefling, are faith and thankfulneſs, a 
thorough conviction that Chriſt made ample ſatiſ- 
faction for the ſins of the world; that it would be 
madneſs to chin of approaching the Deity, but 
through his blood; and that, in virtue of his 
merits and interceſſion, our ſins ſhall' be bloned 
out, nor be remembered any more. - | | 


We are to thank the ſacred Fe for con- 
whvlig this gracious method of redemption; to 
love them for planning it, and the humanity of 
Chriſt for executing it; and, after his example, 
ſincerely to love, or wiſh well to all mankind a as 
our brethren. 


The benefits ariſing from this holy communion 
are, that we take heavenly food and ſupport; 
which, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, rec- 
tifies our minds and actions here, ſo as to entitle 


us, through Chriſt, to the ioheritance and. love of 
God hereafter, 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome of the capital advantages re- 
ſulting, from the Sacrament; a thing ſo, eſſential 
to ſalvation, that they who drink not of this cup, 
can have no ſupport from God, nor any redemp- 


tion. The words of Chriſt are clear, and amaz- 


ingly ſtrong, upon this head: Except (ſays he) 
ye eat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no eternal life in you; But whoſo 
eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, he only 
hath. etertial life, and I will raiſe; him up to glory 
at the laſt day.“ Whether a. Chriſtian ought, 
after this, to turn his back upon the Sacrament, 
let theſe quotations decide. DEE” 


A too rigid tranſlation hath terrified many. 
Ie that eateth or drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh to himſelf damnation. But it ought 
to be rendered judgment, The truth is this: 
whilſt prophecy and miracles laſted, an unworthy, 
careleſs eater, was ſoon after puniſhed with death, 
or bodily ſickneſs. The crime of eating unwor- 
thily is till the ſame; but when, or how, the 
puniſhment takes place, I pretend not to determine, 


As to the excuſe of not being qualified, pray, 
whoſe fault is that! ? Life i is not worth a wiſh, but 
as it affords us time to be prepared for hereafter, | 


"0 
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Tiis a ſaying with ſome, that-** they are great 


ſinners, and therefore dare not communicate.“ 


For heaven's ſake, my brethren, are we not all in 


the ſame predicament? If we differ from, we are 


not better than others; 'tis all the free gift of 
Chriſt; nor has man any thing to do, but thank- 
fully to accept the bleſſing, and love the bene- 
factor. It would be an odd aſſertion for à man 
violently diſeaſed to tell a ſkilful phyſician he was 
not qualified to be cured. In ſhort, Time, with 


his downy feet, treads ſoftly on our ſilent hours: 


Nature haſtens to decay, and we ſhould be = 
pared for our laſt, our final change. 


- Soon ſhall the grave, the gay, thei beautiful 
and the young, recline their heads upon the filent 


lap of earth. Soon ſhall the ſpade diſturb the 


bones of others, to make for us a place to moulder 
in. Soon ſhall the trembling tear ſtart from the 
eye of a kind friend, whoſe faithful arm ſuſtains 
our ſinking head. Soon 'ſhall- the ſmall circle of 


our kindred be aſſembled ; each, wich anxious 
look, i hovering round our couch: fearful to di- 


ſturb, ſome one, more tender than the reſt, ſoftly 


ſteals a parting kiſs. And when the laſt heavy 
_ is over, too big with grief to ſpeak, ſilent 
dejection 


dejection fits upon each cheek; fave that the 
prattling infant, ſtruck with wonder and amaze- 
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ment, burſts into tears, becauſe it ſees its mother 


| weep, When the body is thus broken and help- 


leſs; when its feeble limbs are benumbed with a 
clay-cold dew ; when death advances, by flow 
paces, to the heart; is bis a proper time for 
prayer, for preparation or repentance ? | 


If not, further procraſtination is madneſs and 
abſurdity. A future month no man can call his 
own, See! how each fellow mortal, as in a 
battle, drops around us. To- day the bread of 
life is diſtributed; to-day the grand viaticum, the 
{ſpiritual ſupport of life eternal, is offered to all who 
have a reliſh for ſuch heavenly manna. Qualified 
by faith, humility and repentance, we ſhall digeſt the 
food which God hath provided for the nouriſhment 
of our ſouls: and thus, when a general ſhout ſhall 
rend the ſkies; when Chriſt, the true bread of life, 
ſhall viſibly deſcend; we ſhall be prepared to meet 
him, and to enjoy that exalted felicity he wilt confer 
upon thoſe who have ſtudiouſty endeavotred to re- 
commend themſelves to his favour and Protection. 


" Now to on the N N dee. 
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SERMON V. 


The Advantage and Neceſſity of 
being a ſincere Chriſtian. 


P d WE. OBE. 
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der Chap xxvi. Verſe 28. 


Then * ſaid unto Paul, Almeft hos aal. 
me to be a Chriſtian. 


10 St. Luke we are indebted for the book 
before us, called, The Acts of the Apoſtles. 


The deſign of which is to give a clear and ſuc- 
cin& detail of the chief tranſactions performed by 
the perſons who were wholly engaged in the con- 
verſion of Jews and Heathens to the faith and 
knowledge of. Jeſus Chriſt. 


1. accordingly begins with an account of our 
Lord's aſcenſion; ſets forth the manner uſed in 

chuſing an apoſtle in the ſtead of Judas; ac- 

quaints us with every particular relative to the 

deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt; and ſhews the ſucceſs 
G the 
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the inſpired teachers met with in their laborious 
endeavours to propagate the goſpel. 


The part that St. Paul bore in this undertaking | 
being vety conſiderable, he, in a manner, eclipſes 
the other apoſtles. His natural abilities were 
great, his learning univerſal and extenſive, his 
eloquence | manly, flowing, and perfuaſive; his 
Kyle nervous, his judgment acute, and his piety 
warm and affectionate. | 


Formed by nature for an orator, he was no 
ſtranger: to the human heart, but well knew all 
the avenues and paſſes that lead to that ſeat of the 
affections. Such a man, with ſuch endowments, 
became the - moſt valuable - acquiſition to the 
Chriſtian cauſe. No wonder, therefore, the writer 
of this hiſtory is more than ordinarily circumſpect 
in particularizing every minute action in which | 
this truly great perſon was engaged. 


We have accordingly a regular account of his 
converſion, call to the miniſtry, and ſucceſsful 
preaching, Each oppoſition he met with, each 
perſecution he ſuffered, 1 1s related with care and 
exactneſs. 


It 
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It happened, among other ſpecies of evil treat- 
ment, that being in the temple at Jeruſalem, the 
Jews raiſed an uproar, and actually made an 
attempt to aſſaſſinate him. Paul, pleading the 
privileges of a Roman, appeals for judgment unto, 
the emperor, Auguſtus Cæſar. In his way to 
Rome, he arrives at Czſarea, where Felix was at 
that time governor. This man being ſoon after 


recalled, one Feſtus was appointed to the govert- 
ment of the province, | 


At his firſt acceſſion to the office, examining, 
as we may ſuppoſe, the ſtate of the priſoners, he 
obſerves amongſt them the name of Paul and 


finding that the chief accuſations alledged againſt 
him were, as the heathen expreſſes it, matters 
relative to the Jewiſh ſuperſtition, and concerning 
one Jeſus that was dead, whom Paul affirmed to 
be alive. Finding this to be the caſe, he was 
unwilling to enter further into the affair, 


A neighbouring king, however, coming 2 this 
time, with his wife Bernice, to Cæſarea, in order 
to pay a complimentary viſit to Feſtus on his late 
promotion; and being withal no ſtranger to St. 
Pauls caſe, he was prompted by curioſity to hear 
G 2 the 


[a 
the man, the thunder of whoſe eloquence had 
formerly made a Roman governor tremble upon 
his throne; and the force of whoſe arguments 


had ſtruck a damp upon his heart, and caſt a 
deadly ſhade over all his outward ſplendor. 


Agrippa therefore acquainrs Feſtus with this his 
defire: 1 would wiſh, ſays he, to hear the man 
myſelf. Accordingly, in pure complaiſance to - 
ſuch a requeſt, the ſervant of him by whom kings 
reign, the minifter of him who is the reſurrection 
of the dead, is made a mere ſpectacle for the en- 
quiring eye « of curioſity to gaze upon. 


Agrippa, Bernice his wife, and all the men of 
quality in the city, being, with great pomp and 
ſplendor, aſſembled; the poor apoſtle, deſpicable 
indeed in outward appearance, being bound, and 
in chains, yet delivers an oration not to be paral- 
lelled by the great maſters of ancient eloquence, 


I may perhaps be pardoned for making one - 
obſervation, though not immediately to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe. Oratory, whether at the bar, or 
from the pulpit, never was, perhaps, ſo much 
attended to, or its effects ſo univerſal, as at pre- 
ES ſent. 
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{-nt. Too much it cannot be cultivated or ad- 
mited; becauſe when true religion is its theme, 
then is it of the greateſt benefit to the world. 
All I would therefore be underſtood to inſinuate, 
is, that the word of God affords the moſt ſtriking 
inſtances of ſublime expreſſions, lofty numbers, 
and flowing harmony, the power of language can 
furniſh, Different parts of St. Paul's epiſtles; 
the 26th chapter of the Acts, now before 
us; many of the Pfalms; the whole prophecy of 
Iſaiah; and that ſurprifmg deſcription of the 
power of God in Moſes, * And God ſaid---what ? 
Let there be light, and light there was.“ Theſe 
are ſo many inſtances of the true majeſty in writ- 
ing, and would inftruft perſons who have any 
ſouls, or delight in fpeaking gracefully, better 
than all the bombaſt fuſtian VI by pley- 
wrights for theſe _ ous paſt, 


But to return. 11 3 king 2 well 
underſtobd the Jewiſh euſtoms, and actually be- 
lie ved ſome part of the divine writings. Hence, 
though Feſtus the heathen looked: upon Paul as a 
madman, whew he ralked of Chriſt's being riſen 
from the dead; Agrippa, on the contrary,” was fo 
wrought upon by the force of his arguments, that 

he 
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century ſince religion was univerſally in faſhion. 
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he candidly makes the following confeſſion : 
Really, Paul, I know not how it is, but thou 
almoſt perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, 


What particular mode of .reaſoning the holy 
orator made uſe of, we know not but if the 
king actually acknowledged the authority of the 
Prophetic writings, *tis likely he proved from 
thoſe books that Jeſus was the very Meſſiah, the 


anointed Saviour, whom they had foretold * 


die for * * of the world. 


Mi the ſole i intent cof the Bible, the grind 
end of all public prayers, the only uſe of the 
bleſſed ſacrament, the reaſon why a Sabbath was 
inſtituted, and the deſign of ſeparating a body of 


men from worldly affairs, is, that we may be 


perſuaded to be not almoſt, but - altogether and 

entirely true and ſincere Chriſtians. 
Every age has its vices to which; it is more 
peculiarly addicted. Tis not much more than a 


Hence thoſe whoſe hearts were totally eſtranged 
from the thing, were yet, for the ſake of decency, 
obliged to preſerve an appearance of piety z and 
this 
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this. is the true cauſe of that fanatic Ii | 
with which this e 
diſcord and commotion, over run. 


On che contrary, we of the preſent time are 
wickedneſs. Hence it is but too common to hear 
our young men boaſt of the triumphs they daily 
gain over ſhame, and the bluſh of modeſt nature. 


Should a religious education have been their fate, 


tis deemed a ſingular misfortune; and one of 
thoſe. early prejudices they take all poſſible pains 
to get the better of. The vulgar are weak enough 
to believe free · thinking, or infidelity, is a mark 
of politeneſs; and free acting, or groſs; impiety, 
the true criterion of a man of ſpirit. In ſhort, 
ſomething has, of late, ſo totally aboliſhed all 
regard for Chriſt, all attention to his holy word, 
that we continually ſtand in need of à St. Paul at 
our elbow, to perſuade us to be a was it 
only in appearance. vin 2nd oben 


An idle round of Amped * all ier 
piety from amongſt us; and a canine rage for pub- 


lic amyſements bears down each noble faculty of 
the ſoul Ii ſweeps, ug, to the inglorious maſs, af 
3 triflers, 
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[6 
triners who" live," expite, and are forgotten ; 


murders otit preciohs moments, and 'whirls us 
from ourſelves, our Saviour, and our God. 


1 Chriſtianity is the moſt awful; ſerious, ''and 
momentous thing in nature. It ubounds in pro- 
miſes to allure; and threats to terrify us into obe- 
dience. Let us but attend to eee ene of 
I r »v0 nigg 
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The Bible: td wn ſet 01 ſpitirual 
beings fell from their firlt eſtate: in conſequence 
of which, this our ſyſtem, or world, was created. 
The end propoſed in forming man was, that after 
2 ſtate of trial, he might enjoy that: celeſtial hap. 
m_— _ the n op dein erke 1 


T 


The! Abi further inum us, tear man alſo 
fell by yielding to the wicked ſrggeftion” of thoſe 
ovil beings: that thus his judgment became over- 
clouded, his underſtanding darkened; and his will 
corrupted. Polluted in body and foul, he Was 
rendered * to the oBctded Deity.” 


ptom the word PR we alſo Witt 40 


there are three — in the divine eſſence, each 


w 


Jointly 
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Joinely'- poſſe fd: af infinite power, juſtiee and 
love: Wert told in Scripturep chat they en, 
info: mutuat covenant, or eath;nfor the redempy 
ran 0 mam the one 80 ſatibfy infinite juſtice 
upon man's ſurety, inſtead af the affendet him 
ſelf; the other to join the human nature to his 
ſion, our bondſman ; fuſfer ther penalty, aud. pay 
the debt dus 10 infinite juſticc for every ſum 
Adam: and the third, by ſuggeſting proper c 
ſideratiobs,: influence our Ard nh and obs. 
- r e E e off bo nigt 
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n love, — W 
is all che return poor man is capable of making 
for fuch-mighiy, mighty favodts.” "This, if ncere, 
is all that is*required/ Such quatifications eatiiſt 
us, even us, muſtrooms of an hor; reptiles ef 
2 day, to all the perfectious: thar were it Chriſt 
his light, wiſdum, j uſtice, hohoefsy and ſtrengths 
to all his prayers, praiſes and confeſſions; to all 
his power, good works, and divine merits. So 
that, im ſhorkc-as be is God as well as man all 
the glortes of tha godhead, which a are 'unſpeale- 
able, he cam in vittue of his blood, trans ſer ani 
gommunicate tous ſhis younger brethren. 
Att Theſe 
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Theſe, theſe are the ſtupendous benefits of 
Chriſtianity! And what, my brethren, what, in 
the name of common ſenſe, what but the influ. 
5 the dase ene can ph gd ers 
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Various indeed are ee ee 
arts, various the obſtacles he throws in the way of 
our ſalvation. When young, or healthy, he tellt 
us tis time enough, ſome years hence, to think of 
fain would he perſuade us tis then too late to turn 
unto the Lord that bought us. If in affluence, 
he aims at making us elated, deals out à praper 
doſe of ſelf-ſufficiency, and ſhuts our eyes to the 
divine hand that thus diſpenſes bis ſalutary bleſ- 
ſings. If in poverty, ſtravge things are whiſ- 
pered in our ears; we are taught to believe our. 
ſelves deſerted by the Lord of glory; nay, tempted 
to think he muſt be far from Aeg ee - 
thus to want. | 


þ 6 | qc! 
| Theſe are inns of ths 8 arrows deſigned to 
En that peace which we have in Jeſus, de- 

ſigned to prevent our being almoſt, or altogether, 
r Chriſtiahs as we ought to be. Cod knows, 
ſuck 
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| fackin the degeneracy of our Aegean "Ir the 


pride the chief ingredient in dur compaſition, 
that we ſcarcely need the _ AR 


df ee e 1411 19 78 37 * 


51118359 a TS & 4. = 


W from the coldnefs Fr our anke che 5 
mode of our education, or 4 more than ordina 
delicate habit of body; if from any, or all che 
cauſes combined, we are preſerved from che groſſer 
vices that infringe upon the laws, and deſtroy! the 
peace and order of ſociety; too apt are many 
among us to conclude, that all is "I all winks 


ſafe between God and, our ſouls. 


Hence ſuch fogring of good bert of people, 


who cannot for the life of them diſcover any i 


they have done; : their conſcience! is not troubled 
with the burden of any notorious; ſins ; their cog- 


duct is extremely regular, and outwardly decent 5 
they are withal far from being ill-natured, and are 

rather peaceable, harmleſs, and obliging. Thus, 

after leading an inſipid, unmeaning life, their 

hopes are founded upon the mercy of God, tho? 

they are ſtrangers' to, the Oe in which that 
merey can . ET . 
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A modeſt queſtion; therefore; one may, for the 
fake of ſuch perſons, be allowed to aſk, | Where 
did chey pick up ſuch a wild, incoherent, romantic 
ſyſtem of thinking? Not from the Bible, I am 
certain, becauſe that diſdains ſuch a doctrine. 
To avid further ttöuble, the opinion we are now 
tenſuring is the offspring of ignorance and care- 
lefſneſs, begotten by idleneſs, and reared by the 
complying hand of ar thy 


For a pour fallen creature, Cn 3 
moral conduct, to talk of doing no ill, is impious 
madneſs; tis ſetting aſide the neceſſity of Chriſt's 
death, and therefore little ſhart of E 
blaſphemy. | 


Know we the ſpiritualicy © of -the divine! law? 
Know we that it reaches the very thoughts and 
ſecret intents of the heart? Know we that a ſin, 
though but in idea, is yet, in the ſight of God, 
as much a fin as if actually committed ? If this 
be indeed the caſe; that is, if there is truth in 
Jehova: if, I ſay, this be the caſe, a little boſom 
converſation will convince us, that ſcarce an hour, 
nay, ſcarce a ſecond, elapſes, without our incurring 
the divine diſpleaſure by a breach of one or all of 
his commands, 


] have 
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1 have no defign to terrify, and ſhall not there- 
fore preſent to your view a naked human heart; 
but if the declaration of Chriſt” may be relied” 
upon, it abounds in evil continually. Read bur 
from the 2 1ſt verſe of the 5th chapter, in St. 
Mark's goſpel, where our Lord e * 
forth | its berpedee | | : 
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Aye, but (ſay you) God is merciful, and will 
therefore forgive. Yes: but the Scripture, ge- 
clares you totally miſtake the matter. It aſſerts 
him to be ſtrictly juſt, as well as benevolent. In 
conſequence of this rigid juſtice, no fin, even in 
thought, can eſcape unpuniſhed. Was it per- 
mitted to paſs with impunity, he would ceaſe by 
de God. 


Mercy on us! you are ready to cry; who then 
can, in the nature of things, be ſaved ? Why, 
true, here is the knot which divine wiſdom alone 
could, and did untie. | v7 5005S 
Chhriſt ſuffered the puniſhment for all thoſe fins 
we cannot but commit. Hence alt who, con- 
vinced of their wretchedneſs, and renouncing 
any other reliance, fly to bim for ſhetter, have 

nothing 


— 
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nothing to fear. Sinners, after their utmoſt cau- 
tion, they will (ill remain; unprofitable ſervants 
they muſt ever be. But ſuch. involuntary errors, 
as, through the; weakneſs or vileneſs of our nature, 
we daily commit, Place them, ſays the bleſſed 
Jeſus, to my account: Should, at the great day 
of retribution, divine juſtice make any demand, 


I the Saviour have written it with my blood; I 


will repay it. 


This is the goſpel ſcheme of redemption ; this b 
only preſerves the proper harmony of the divine 
attributes. Juſtice is not obſtructed; mercy 
exerts itſelf z the penitent ſinner is pardoned; and 
the whole contrivance redounds to the glory of 
the ſacred Trinity. Tis no encouragement to ſin, 


any more than receiving a benefit excites a man to 
fly in the face, or groſsly inſult his benefactor, 


The ineffectuality, therefore, of every other 
ſcheme to promote our ſalvation, ſhould weigh 
with, and thoroughly perſuade all ſober- thinking 


'men, who wiſh well to their ſouls, to become 


real and ſincere Chriſtians. This is what we mean 
by the glorious word Redemption! This. is that 


goſpel St. Paul denounces a heavy curſe upon. all 


who 
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who neglect to preach. Hence we dare not tell 
you a rhodomontade ſtory about civility, or 


complaiſance. We are miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
our all's' at ſtake; and have nothing to do with 


U 


For this the old world was created, was de- 
ſtroyed, and was renewed again. For this Noah 
was preſerved, and Abraham called to be the fa- 
ther of the bleſſing, For this the old patriarchs 
renounced the world, and were ſtrangers and pil- 
grims upon e arth. In defence of this truth, the 
apoſtles journeyed, gave up their eaſe in life, and, 
together with an innumerable company of mar- 
tyrs, bled at the ſtake. 


Be not, therefore, my friends, baffled out of 
your inheritance. In right of our elder brother, 
Chriſt, we are as much heirs to the kingdom of 
heaven as the firſt-born is lawful heir to his father's 
eſtate. | 


This, ſay you, is very right; but—-but what ? 


Why, the world. Well, what of that? Tis a2 


globe, floating, like many others, in ambient air, 
'Tis like a bubble blown through a ſtraw, that 
ſoon muſt break, and diſappear. 


Bus 
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Well, then. its 3 1 a repexition, 
and are only {ought after for want of knowing how 
to employ our time better. | 


, | But Ge þ its hongurs—Ate like ſelf, a vapour, 
fumes. to feed vanity. 


; but long, ſay you, have I been wedded 
to. 1 nonſenſe; Then is there the more need of 
your being inſtantly diſentangled from the affairs 
of this life. Was I but ſure of forgiveneſs. 
Are you ſure Chtiſt died? Certainly, there is no 
doubt about that. Then, ſo ſure can there be no 
doubt hut he will pardon all who apply to him 
for ſalvation. Yes; but I have been a moſt 
dreadful. ſinner. Become, therefore, the more 
eminent penitent. But what will my former 
acquaintance think ? Why, deem you perhaps a 
madman, or an enthuſiaſt, What of that? Will 
their opinions ſave or condemn” you at the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt? Let, therefore, nothing 
diſſuade you from being, and that without delay, 
2 ſincere, humble gependan 78 Chiilt for mercy. 


= | A Chriſtian 
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A Chuiſtian is he higbeſt ftyle. che greateſt 
honour, man can, in this life, arri ve at. A Chri- 
dare not impoſe upon the ignorance or eredulity 
of his brother. He is the only true friend, be- 
cauſe he dare not be inſincere; and he is the beſt, 
becauſe the moſt eee ee companion. 


. I molt 3 — | 
himſelf a penſioner on the benevolence of Chtiſt: 
he lives upon his bounty, breathes by his per- 
miſſion, and is a debtor for his little all to the 
mercy of his deareſt Redeemer.” He is alſo the 
moſt induſtrious, becauſe ke only, of all men, 

5 * che ineltimable value of an hour. # 


Does the Syren Pleaſure charm with Fre 5 
dious voice? Apply to our incarnate God for the - 
ſoft, ſtill voice, that whiſpers to the ſoul refined 
peace, bigh-flayqured delight, and delicate j . in 
the Holy Ghoſt. | 


Are riches the eien of your wer . 
More than ſea and air, more than earth or water 
| ean produce, is the lot of thoſe who love the 
Lord Jeſus, to whom the an, and * yp 
therein, belong. © 
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Are you a votary to ambition? Conſider, with 
the eye of reafon, your high birth and illuſtrious 
deſcent. Tis no exaggeration to ſay we are, by 
blood, related to the King of Heaven: and if as 
heartily attached to him as courtiers are to their 
earthly monarchs, we ſhall hereafter he admitted 
of his council, dive into his ſecrets, and almoſt 
fink beneath the weight of an immortal crown of 
3 e 


Aud now w what more ſhall ve, what n more e need | 


ve ſay ? Chriſt is the forgiveneſs of fins, the 


healer of all our maladies, the diſtributer of every 
bleſſing, the terror of the wicked, the joy of the 


righteous, the life of them that believe, and | the 
meer the dead." 

| Chiitinbey therefore, is the 1 the pan 
by which we can eſtimare great or mean, baſe or 
noble. All other diſtinctions are fattacious'” Darth 
which puts out the glories of the world; death, 
which ſtrips us of our maſk of fleſh, beams com- 
fort to the Chriſtian; his ſoul darts forward on the 
wings. eager to embrace ita Saviour and its God in 
the high ſunſhine, illuſtrious blaze af. eternal day, 


* os Theſe 
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Theſe are privileges the meaneſt may obtain} 
dy being perſuaded-not to be almoſt, but altogether 
and entirely, ſincere Chriſtians, ſincere followers 
of that Jeſus who will ſoon pronounce the joyful 
invitation, worth ten thouſand worlds. 


Since, when upon earth, you yielded to the 
force of truth; ſince you confeſſed yourſelf a 
ſinner, and relied upon me for mercy ; ſince you 
was wrought upon, and perſuaded to worſhip and 
love me only ; to ſhew you that my promiſes, .my 
word may be entirely relied upon; came, my ever 
dear friends; come, ye bleſſed children of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared on purpoſe 
for you, from even before the creation of the 

world, 


| 
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The Conſideration of a future 
Judgment the moſt powerful 
Incentive to a religious Life. 
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AT 1 ese ' Chap. v. Ver. 28, 29. 


Marvel not at this fer the hour is coming, in the 
which all that art in their graves Jhal oo bi 
voice, 


And ſball come forth : they that baue dans good; unto 


the reſurreRion of life; and they that baut dent 
evil, unto the reſurrection of damnation. - 


UR bleſſed Lord, having performed a molt 

- miraculous cure upon a lame and impotent 
cripple, incurs the hatred, and diſpleaſure o of the 
Jews, becauſe he had done this beneficent and 
humane action on the Sabbath day, 


604 1 | 

In vindication of himſelf, he pleads, that he 
had herein only imitated his heavenly Father, wha 
nevet made any diſtinctions of this kind where the 
good of his creatures was at all concerned. My 
Father, ſays he, worketh hitherto, omits no op- 
portunity of doing ſuch offices and ſervices to 
mankind, as well on the Sabbath as other days, as 
may contribute to their happineſs; and I myſelf 
thus work, I do the ſame; I came into the world 
in order, to ſerve the badles, as well as fouls of . 


. Fot. however, content with this anſwer, they | 
1 rather ſuppoſe him more culpable i in making him- 
ſelf equal with God. 5 
| This dur Lord ſhews to be an injurious charge, 
| by declaring, that, as a man, he cannot do theſe 
| mighty works; that it is only by the power of 
| his divinity they are performed : but that, by his 
| thus being united to the Deity, he paſſeſſes that 
incommunicable perfection of _— "FT i 
W * 


| 

; 

| 

| On which accpunt he, though a a ma 3, is to be 
| honoured equally with the Father: that all judg- 
| ment, as well as power, in heaven and earth, will 
0 


he committed unto him only. 
La, Upon 


(6099 


2 their Agens "6 a ge ſurpriſe at this 
declaration; Matvel not, 5 not, fays be; "ſee 
affonifhed at "this, becaule the hour is cmi p | 
will! very ſoon approach, "when alt that a are in 

graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son df God, ou 
ſhall come forth; they that have done good, into 
the refurretion of life; but they that have cone 
evil, Into the refürrebllon of ditnaation;"” 


465 42 4 0 2 29 11 ne 2 T ASSO. 


Here, my friends, à ſubject preſents itſelf to 
dur conſideration, the moſt awful, the moſt im- 


portant, and the moſt munen 
eee, 7) ect ο νννν eig 


5 61 54 


D honni o? 1. 
* The vant of haying this congavally. before. our | 
eyes, and neareſt our hearts, is certainly. the chief | 
cauſe of that inundation of vice, fins. and folly, 
that oyerſpreads the world, 


The” great and opulent baniſh" it from their 
imagination. The middling orders chuſe, in this; 
as well as other vicious modes, to copy the en; 


ample of their ſuperiors in ration. whilſt it ſeems 
to. be the profeſſed principle of the vulgar to di- 
yeſt themſelves of every thought, but. what they 
"hy in common with the beaſts that periſh. 1. 


( 106) } 


We weekly repeat, that Chriſt ſhall come again, 
ith glow. to judge both the living and the dead z 
but we ſuffer it not to have the proper weight or 
influence ypon our minds. Each of us hath a 
favourite ſomething, the purſuit of which engages 
gar cine, and e apr hols attention. 


"Beſides 888 of all with 4 = con- 
verſe is a powerful means to keep us from ever 
even n about 1 INE 

lt Ay} 

Hl the ne viſa 00 chings of 
this nature never become à topic of converſation. 
An attempt to introduce them would be looked 
upon as a ſpecies of ill. breeding, and we ſhould be 


counted only ſo many gloomy mottals, hag 
with ſpleen, ROOT, and eee 


2529 1 4 


But che truth is, ve haye as little e 
duell upon * momentous popes as . com- 
e 1520 fy 5 1 Din 75 


Fixing a faſhion, deciding upon the merit of a 
public performer, and regularly attendi ing the di- 
verſions of the ſeaſon, f is ſufficient ein iployment far 
the one ſex; whilſt wealth, power and ambition, 

are 


cw) 


= cate e bein dern Ae ne ee 
of the other. „an aus 6 Nt Ate 


Not that theſe, things ure in themſelves, eicher 
finful or erroneous; unleſs when rhey occupy und 
take poſſeſſton uf the whole man, to the utter 
exeluſion of the one thing truly neceflary, which. 
as followers of Chriſt, ought to be the leading 
es 1 our lives. 


* 1111 ? 17S . 1 4 &1 * # * 
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We are called by his benen profeſs b 
upon hin only for ſalvation; we, every Sabbath, 
hear the moſt important paſſages in his goſpels 
we ſeem to make no manner” of doubt of their" 
being true; and yet are we each intent upon the 
conduct of others; arid eomfort ourſelves wich 
thinking - we ſhall at leaſt mag,. a chanes' 
* * « mera * a nere 0 

n e ad tan us into 2 
fata and deſtructive ſecurity, eee 21 


"When young and bealthy, 2 probable appeat. 
ance of many years to come we dextrouſly con- 
vert into a certainty, and wiſely ſuppoſe ſome fu- 
Fare, and yery remote period, will be full ſoon 

enough 


( 108 ) 


enough ſeriouſly to reflet upon Feſurretion to 
eternal tle, or endleſs miſery.” 5416-1 a 


When - ripened into manhood, ſtill have we 
ſomething to accompliſh, ſome ſcheme to bring to 
perfeftion, which, when completed, then ate we 
determined to prepare for that hour, in which our 
e e eee hand. 
evil 20 do Slgton 14 

When Time has ſnowed upon our . when 
feeble Nature demands both reſpite and relaxation, 
Cbriſtian piety, not haying been the ſerious buſineſs, 
of our younger years; we "_ as it were, ber! 
tween God aud the * Han 07 msd o 
211 0 in 4917 099 
2 of ha * hour our feelings de- 
Clare to be at hand, one moment driyes ys. to 
prayer and ſupplication; -whilſt long habit, and- 
the force of cuſtom, occaſion us, at another, to 
caſt a wiſhful look after thoſe emjoyments we are 
rendered incapable of being partakers of. lick 


Hence, to the diſgrage of Chriſtianity, I, bad 
almoſt ſald humanity, we but too frequently { ſeo 
remnants of men, who are deprived e of the power,, 
but, i in full yigour, tetain the will of doing. 
wit, 


(109) 


Wo, in ſpite of their pains, their weakneſs, or 
with an auk ward grace, act over again thoſe follies 
youth and inexperience * can plead an ex- 
cuſe for. | 


| The apoſtles of our - Lord were very | affidurus 
in repreſenting to their hearers the dreadful change | 
they were ſo ſpeedily to undergo: they. loſt no 
time in earneſtly beſeeching them ſpeedily to pre- 
pare for the great and terrible day of the Lord. 


In this they were countenanced by their frierd 

and maſter, who, as well as his forerunner, urged 
; the neceſſity of repentance, becauſe the un! 
of heaven was at hand. | 


Hence the holy Evangeliſts knew not what it 
was to have a moment unemployed, Hence, 
fuch as flew for ſhelter to the Saviour of the 
world; ſuch as heartily embraced the goſpel in the 
early ages of the Church, had ſo ſtrong, ſo opera- 
tive a ſenſe of the reſurrection, that it was the 
chief ſcope, aim, and tendency of all their ac- 


tions, to render them acceptable in (his final 
hour, 


tier 


| 
q : 
{0 

f 


(no 


They well. weighed even the mimuteſt bufineſs, 
before ever they were prevailed upon to undertate 
ir. The queſtion with theſe Chriſtiaus, WQ 
added luſtre, and did honour to their profeſſion 
the queſtion was not, What pecuniary advantage, 
what preſent pleaſure, what eſteem, or what praiſe 


ſhall T procure to myfelf by ſuch an action? but, 
"How will it ftand the teſt? how will it Bear the 
"impartial ſcrutiny of the Judge of quick and 
dead? Can I, in this particular, vindicate my 


conduct to the ſearcher of hearts, when fam- 


moned from my grave to live or die eternally ? 


Can I ſafely. abide by his decifion, when falſe ex- 


 cuſes, pitiful evaſions, or conditional reſerves, 
mall, wich the father of lies, to whom they are 
nearly related, be baniſhed into the regions bf 
utter darkneſs? If this, (aid they, is really the 
caſe, we are ready to exert the whole of our abili- 
ties in the propoſed undertaking. But if chere 
remains even a ſhadow af a doubt, that our 
Maſter may, when diſtributing the. purchaſed 1 re- 
wards to his ſervants, cenſure or condemn us, we 
hazard not aur ſouls, or hold his diſpleaſure i in fo 
cheap an eſtimation. We are no caſuiſts, nor need 


e the affiſtance of ſuch, to explain away, or 


refine upon, the legality or ſinfulneſs of an action. 
We 


11 


We profeſs 10 de guided only by der here of 
common underſtanding with which Chriſt hath fuſſ- 
ciently endowed all his creature. 


To the wiſe, the learned, and logical heads, ve 
leave the glorious taſk of proving, . by playing 
upon words, wrong to be right, and right to. be 
wrong; the ſame action highly criminal in one | 
ſex, or at one period, that is not ſo in the other, 


4 We know that i it is * owing do hom of 
Chriſt we are permitted to a further trial. We 
alſo. know this life to be, - ſhort as it is, that an 
which our all depends. We have no ſecond hope, 
and therefore too bighly eſteem this, to run any 
the leaſt riſque. Talk not, therefore, to us of 
riches, honour, or Pleaſure; we too well know 
their nature; they weigh not ia our ſcales.a feather; 
nor ſhall we make the ſalutary, wholeſome, bene- 
| keial inſtructiona of our adored: Saviour, bend to 
their fickle, 3 and n 


en 
This was the 2 of a ; of truly 
Chriſtian heroes, of whom, as' St. Pau juſtly 
obſerves, the world was ee lun Bus 
2 GY 82 ; Tui 


ua) 


| : This was that perfection of judgment, that right 
8 which we ſhould all copy * 
and eagerly ** 12 ln L wins 


This is the true ſtandard of rigbt and wrong, 
vice or piety, to which we ſhould have a conſtant 
reference when we would meaſure or know the 
genuine nature of our actions. 


[1 * 
— 


And, had we Even rio ſich examples as thoſe 
referred to if we truly believe the words of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; if we have no manner of doubt but tha“? 
he will, by his almighty power, raiſe our moul- 
dered bodies from the grave; if we really think 
that this body, as well as ſoul of ours, muſt live 
Pereafter, live for ever; if this is, in truth, our 
30 opinion ; that is, if we do not imagine God to be 
[ | a liar, common reflection ſhould ſupply the Fr 
of both precept and exatyple, 


1 »; entre eee 
| ral, ſharp ſighted. and keen enough to diſcern 
1 wherein our true good conſiſts. 


| | 0 Nature alſo, which prompts us to ſhun pain 
1 and miſery, is commonly fruitful in preſenting us 
* with expedients to avoid them. 


But 


© 14 


But in iir of infinitely gfeater conſequence, 
where nothing leſs' than extreme and endleſi mi- 
fery,” or an eternal weight of ory, ele us, 
hefe are we dull, ſtupid, lethargit, and unfeeling : 
hers we can perceive, with a witneſs, the dreadful 

115 9113: cf 
elfects of © our ar firſt parents rranſgreſſion. Re 

To the corruption of our nature are we indebted : 
for this egregious ſottiſhneſs 3 & tai is K bwing 
that we can ſecurely nod, even when more than 


deſtruction hovers over, any: ſurrounds us. 8 
Lr e. 974 1 AI Zi 


„ ii 


ſuch eminent proficients, . 


7 » a4 NJ, Cf 
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This it is that wege us liable to have our 
better judgment continually baffled and impoſed 
upon by every ſhameful, . paltry excuſe: Such as, 
the probability, from youth or health, that we 
ſhall live ſome few years longer. This ve turn 


to ſterling account, argue Fehn, and act as if the 
thing NIE en dow ochy b Hoy * 


f $7778 & yd {honof *? 
We are deaf to its extreme” uncertainty, which 
ſhould lead us to he conſtantly prepared, and 


15 ever 


— . A non, a 


( 114 ). 
ever on our guard. We. chuſe not to look at the 


numbers, equally healthy, vigorous and robuſt, 
that are daily dropping around us. This we call 
a very melancholy proſpect; and ſo it, in reality, is. 


But ought. it not to be an uſeful one ? Who knows 
but the meagre tyrant may have marked us out 
as the moſt proper gina: for his next attack? 

| Should this not be the caſe, repentance, we are 
told in ſacred ſeripture, is the gift of God only. 


Fr 
that, whenever we pleaſe, we can demand it? If 
not, delay argues a ſpecies of more than madneſs. 


Beſides, what is the real meaning of a death- 
bed preparation, when Wand into the lan- 
guage of truth ? | 


Doth it not run, in general, thus? * From my 
« feelings, I have great reaſon to believe my dil. 
« folution approaches. That it would come ſo 
0 ſoon; I did not expect. If I muſt leave the 
« world, (though much I wiſh the hour was poſt- 
* poned) but if I muſt leave it, Lord J W have 
en pon me,” 1 


( 115, ) 


Wbat is this but the langyage of ſlaviſh, ſervile 
fear? Where it is otherways ; z where it really pro- 
ceeds from an awakened conviction z where ſorrow 
and contrition are the genuine motives, it is aC- 
companied with agonies too dreadful to. deſcribe, 
and which hope we, my n never ſhall 
experience. _ 


In ſhort, our ſouls, as well as bodies, have 
their maladies; but they are of the moral kind, 
and are only to be healed by that ſpiritual phy- 
ſician, whoſe preſcriptions ate ever attended witu 
ſure ſucceſs. 5 


Hence it comes to paſs, that the powerful 
arguments of death, judgment, and a reſurrection 
from the gloomy manſions of the tomb, ſerve only 
as ſo many opiates; whilſt an hint about any thing 
that concerns our limbs, health, or property, 


makes us, in an inſtant, have all our ſenſes about 


us; we are active and alert, we haſten to enquire 
the means, and loſe not a moment to uſe them, to 
avert the dreaded calamity. 


Whereas, God knows, the dangers bear not 
even the moſt diſtant proportion. 


32 Equally 


n ” ” r > o * — 
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Rqually dimmilar are the images; the one be- 
jng faint, trivial, and teniporaty the other Rrong, 
laſting, awful, and eternal. 


The very deſcription of the general judgment, 
as recorded in the bobk of God, is enough tv 
make one's hair ſtand on end. And I beheld, 


. (ſays St. John) and lo! there was a great earth- 


quake, and the ſun became black, and the moon 
became as blood, and the ſtars of heaven fell 
unto the earth, and the heaven departed as a fcroll 
when it is rolled together, and every mountain 
and iſland were moved out of their places; and 
the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bond man, and every free 
man, hid thetnſelves in the dens and holes of the 
mountains; and ſaid to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that 
ſitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 


Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come, 


and who ſhall be able to ſtand ?“ 


Here we have a juſt picture of the true 
ſublime. 


The 


117 ] 


The thing itſelf being the moſt dreadfully ſo- 
lemn that can befal the world, affects us with a 
painful, pleaſing kind of horror. 


The beauties of nature, the muſical harmony 
of the world, the noble and regular adjuſtment 
of the heavenly bodies, and the innumerable 
ſpangles a night-ſcene unfolds, ſtrike the mind of 
even a 'vulgar beholder ** a ſenſe of N 
and magnificence, | | 6 


To think, therefore, that their order ſhall be 
broke in upon, their motions be ſtopped, their 
lights quenched, and each, quitting its orbit, ſhall 
drop to the centre, there #0 form a promiſcuous 
maſs of confuſion; to think but of this, gives one 
a ſenſation by no means pleaſing. 


When lulled in the ſoft lap of downy pleaſure, 
the (giddy, gay, and thoughtleſs, are reclined in 

feſtive 'bowers ; when, ſeduced by 1portive fancy, 
the ambitious are crowned with honours, and view 
a tribe of vaſſals proſtrate at their feet; hon the 
votary to gold is ſurrounded with projects to 
bankrupt a nation; when, tired with the toils of 
the day, honeſt induſtry, the child of fervent 
piety, 


(e ;) 


piety, peaceably enjoys the benefit ſleep was de. 
ſigned to afford; when a ſolemn ſilence reigns ; 
when all things look like death; at midnight, tis 
preſumed, the general judgment will take place. 
Peals, loud peals of thunder, rend the ſkies; 
the lightenings flaſh, and dart from pole to pole: 
the living, ſtarting from their couch, and beating 
their brow aloft, ſhall die with fear: the tremen- 
dous voice of God pierces through the centre of 
the earth, and makes the very creation ſhake 
again. | 


The ſilent dead obey the ſummans. Slowly do 
ſome ariſe, Here you have a black, ſullen ſoul, 
curſing the day that called him forth, and wiſhing 
for an eternal grave to hide his guilty head, 
There you have an hideous group; their very 
eye-balls roll deſpair; their hearts bleed with 
anguiſh; their veins throb again; their knees 
ſmite each other; their teeth chatter, and gnaſh 
together; their faces are ſcarcely human; an 
helliſh fury, horror and 2 WTI * 
countenance. 0 


3 


| They ſee, among the number of che bleſſed, 
perhaps an aged parent, whoſe dying admonitions 
| | | | they 
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they rejected, and contemned. Perhaps a ſon, 
once the darling and delight of their foul; perhaps 
the fond, the faithful, the affectionate partner of 
their joys and cares. Many a filent night ſhe 
ſpent in grief ; many a prayer ſhe ardently put up 
for him, who only fruſtrated the grace of God. 
They lee, Po a brother, ſiſter, or a friend. 


The Judge ER, to {MY thei THEY 


firings crack; their eyes ſtream with tears; their 


horrid groans re- echo through the world; their 
piercing cries plead with the righteous Saviour for 
compaſſion, whilſt their conſciences allow the 
juſtice of the doom. But, Oh] (ſay they) muſt 
« jt, muſt it be for ever? The laſt, the only 
« fayour we beg, is, that after ten times ten thou; 
* ſand years, are expired, 3 we may Ws * to 
« thy 1 0 chi, „olg ie Hal: 


donde. Weer. having trodden under foot the 
blood of Chriſt, there remains no other hope, or 
method, of redemption. T herefore, Go, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared, (fays the benevolent 
Jeſus) not originally for you, for men, but for 
the devil, and his followers.” But, as ye have 


rendered 


— — — — —ů - — 
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( 120, ) 
rendered Jourſelves unfit for my preſence, 80 and 
enjoy the companions xe haye choſen. 

But it is 0 lien time, to ſhift the hocking | 
ſeene,,.. 


view, then, the Tons of nigh and immortality; 


| ſee what a divine, a majeſtic grace, is transfuſed 


through their whole deportment. 


Their faces, like that of Moſes, when he de- 
ſoended from the mount, ſhine again with the 
refulgent ſplendor of God. Together with all 
the ranſomed of the Lord, 3 woe wh 
and a groeral ſhour of Ry | 

e up your ina: O ye gates; 
nd ibs ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors, and give 
the King of glory, with his ſplendid rotinie, to- 
come in. Who is the King of glory? He, who 
gave his followers power to n over death, 


hell, and the grave. 


Hem is my brethren, the only ſoyereign anti- 
dote to ſin; this is the effectual counterpoile to 
every kind of temptation. LOL zig by ling { 


12 


Wealth, honour, and even beauty, vill ſolicit 
us in vain. Large are the draughts of happineſs 
you promiſe. Granting even that you will make 
good theſe pompous offers, little would it avail : 
ſhort is the time we can paſſeſs you; for ſoon, 
very ſoon, will the hour come, when all that are 
in their graves ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and ſhall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the reſurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the reſurrection of damnation 
eternal. In this hour, therefore, hear, protect, 
and ſave us, Lord Jeſus, we humbly entreat thee, 
Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 


Religious Love and Univerſal 
Benevolence explained, and 
ſhewn to be the true Source of 
every Chriſtian Duty, 
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Sr. Paus s Erurix to 2 Rowans, Chap, xi 
latter Part of Verſe 10. 
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EVERAL en at Rome having been cons 
verted to the goſpel of our bleſſed Lord, 
| were, in ſentiments, greatly divided amongſt chem 
ſelves concerning the means whereby they were to 
be juſtified, or have their fins blotted out i in the 
ſight of God. 


Wl 


Some Jewiſh doctors had fomented and ſpread' 
theſe differences, by declaring, 1 that although Jeſus 
was really the Saviour promiſed i in the Old Teſ- 
tament; yet, to be abſolved from our fins, and | 


receive mercy at the hand of God, beſides believ- 
« ing 


— —ä—— —— —— — — — Ds 


6 6 J p 
ing in him, a certain obſervance of ſome part of 
the ceremonial law was abſolutely neceſſary. 


This occaſioned the apoſtle to write his Letter 
or Epiſtle to the Romans; wherein he ſtrenuouſly 
combats this opinion, by,dechring, that all who 
rely upon the Lord Jeſus only for ſalvation, ſhall 
receive pardon, forgiveneſs. The aid of the Holy 


Spirit here, and a reſurrection to eternal life and 


happineſs hereafter. In his own words, by the 
works of the law ſhall no man be juſtified, but by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, © 


He then concludes his Epiſtle with giving them 
fome excellent and neceſſary directions for their | 
conduct: ſuch as, that they ſhoultl not be over. 
attached to this world; that they ſhould be very 
humble, not having their eyes intent upon the 
glittering gewgaws of life, but condeſcend and 


- ſtoop to men of the loweſt condition ; 3 that they 


ſhould be conſtant in prayer to their adorable Re- 
deemer for ſuch things as he might deem neceſſary 
for their ſouls or bodies; that they ſhould neglect 
no duty to their fellow - creatures, but ſnould ſin · 
cerely and mutually love each other; ; for love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 


As 


. 4 


As if he had faid, * My beloved brethren, 1 
te find there be ſome amongſt you, who take every 
opportunity to diſturb that repoſe, DERees joy. 
« and comfort, which ye have in Chriſt Jeſus, 
« They know you ate ready to perform whatever 
« js truly neceſfary for the ſalvation of your ſouls, | 
« they therefore are weak enough to wiſh to im: 
* poſe upon you an obſervance of ſome Parts of 
« the ceremonial law. hat there is not the leaſt 
« neceſſity for this, I have endeavoured to prove 
« in the former part of my letter. I ſhall now 
% add, that I even think it needleſs for you to 
trouble your heads about thoſe commandments 

« that are called moral: they were given at a 
« particular time, on a particular occaſion, and for 
« a particular end only; but were never deſigned to 
be the teſt of vice or piety amongſt Chriſtians; 
« becauſe it is the firſt principle of ſuch perſons 
to love the Lord Jeſus with a fervent ſincerity, 
« and all mankind as brethren, Whilſt therefore 
« you do this, you muſt keep the commandinents, 
« you muſt a& properly in fociety ; you cannot 
commit adultery, becauſe it would be doing a 
« oreat injury to your fellow Chriſtian, whom you 
« love too well to hurt: you cannot deprive a 
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& man of nie yo ou love hith © as 70 ought? vou 
& cannot fleal or take awway a man's property; 
becauſe he that loves truly knows not what it is 
to envy rl man any ching he enjoys 1 and, in 
* ſhort, love compleatly | and perfectiy fulfils 
7 6 every lay that i 1s neceſſary fo for . to obſerve, 

« whilſt we live together as men in lociety in 


1 * 1 
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1 If you aſk, How i it does this ? I ayſer, be. 
00 cauſe love worketh no ill to his neighbour, pre- 


| © vents a man from. ever doing an injury, but always 


10 inclines him to do every good office to a poor 


« fellow Chriſtian in real diſtreſs J therefore j is it 
« the fulfilling and perfection of the law.” 


'* > © ©2 


This ſeems, i in, a "ſmall compa to a 
the i intention and real deſign of the holy apoſtle, 
in his Epiſtle. to the Romans: the reaſoning. of 
Which, being in ſome places rather difficult and 
obſcure, has occaſioned many truly pious ſervants 
of Chriſt to fall into very great. miſtakes, . 


As love is ſaid to be that in which is contained 
all our religious, moral and relative dutics, as men 
7 | | and 
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und as Chriſtians ; it may not be improper to dwell 
upon and make it a ſubject of contemplation for 
our preſent moments. | 


The 5 diſplay of the wiſdom and power 
of God in the creation; the admirable ſtructure 
of animals; the beautiful arrangement of the ve- 
getable world; the ample proviſion he has made 
both for the ſupport and happineſs of every crea- 
ture who inhabits this globe, from the higheſt 
and moſt exalred being, down to the meaneſt and 
moſt abject reptile : theſe are convincing proofs, 
that the unſeen hand who regulates and ditects the 
great machine, mult be powerful beyond concep- 
tion, great beyond idea, wiſe beyond the reach of 
human capacity to comprehend, bountiful and 
loving beyond all bounds of affection. To ſpeak 
in his own language, his tender mercy muſt be 
continually over all his works, % IIIa 


To think, therefore, that we are the creatures 
of his hands; that he called us forth from yeſter- 
day, out of nothing; that he has endowed us with 
various abilities, to perceive, think upon, and be 
delighted with his wonders ; that by his bounty we 
live from day to day, To reflect on theſe things, 

K * 
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is enough to make us, if we have any _ loye 
and adore ſo wonderfully excellent a Being. 


But, to open the volume of Revelation ; to ob- 
ſer ve the further manifeſtations, of his goodneſs ; 
to fee the ſurpriſing method that has been taken 
to redeem fallen and ſinful man; to trace the 
gradual accompliſhment of this great event, un- 
dertaken and completed by our eternal God and 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſus; to thiok that this glorious, 
compaſſionate Being, has left nothing undone to 
ſave us from eternal ruin; that his ineſtimable 
blood has been ſpilt in our cauſe; to conſider, 
that he pow only waits, for our ſincere converſion, 
in order to adorn our heads with a crown of glory. 
In ſhort, that there are till future bleſſings in 
ſtore for us; the perception ef which will render 
us ſuperlatively happy for all eternity; as, it is 
written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
has it ever entered the heart of man to conceive 
the things that our indulgent Saviour has prepared 
for them that love him. To think, my brethren, 


with a proper degree of attention upon theſe mo- 
mentoys and ' conſequential truths, muſt ſurely 
melt the moſt ſavage heart into a filial love and 
affection to ſuch a ſuper· excellent Redeemer. 

Conceive 


K 


Conceive but in your mind, à man diſtreſſed, 
Friendlefs, forlorn, and wretehed ; ſurrounded with 
«difficulties, without the ſhadow of relief; oppref- 
ſed with evils he can neither fly from non avoid; 
and Hope, the common attendant of eren the 
moſt miſerable, to have nen delcrie@/hing;” 


N05 | 
In this ſituation, which You'll 4. to be ys 


deplorable, a ſtranger, a perſon from whom ſuch 
kindneſs is not to be expected. enquires into the 
circumſtances of the caſe, ſecretly relieves. the 
wants, and thoroughly extricates, from every dif- 
ficulty, the poor, deſponding wretch. 


Thus delivered, let every feeling, humane, grate- 
ful heart, determine the ſenſations ſuch a man muſt 
undergo : a gratitude too big for utterance weighs 
down his ſpirits : the very power of language is 
for ſome time denied him wherewith to "thank" his 
deliverer ; and this at length ſublides i nto a love, 
and warmth of affection, that eagerly ſetzes every 
opportunity of breaking forth into Action. He 
ſtudies the very looks and features of his friend, 
and omits no trifling incident that can Live him 
the batt a . 9 2641 30875 
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In this metaphor, which falls in every reſpect 
infmitely ſhort of the end for which it was pro- 
duced, we yet ſec that there is little or no occaſion 
for a man fo obliged to treaſure up à ſtring of 
rules and precepts, as à guide to his sonduct. 


No: "love will become- the general and unerring 
ee of all his actions. 


"Now this is preciſely the caſe ai true and ge- 


nuine religion. This alſo marks the difference 
berween that and a dull laviſh formalny.. 


A man who has the word of God clearly ex- 
plained to him, and who implicitly believes its di- 
vine authority, cannot but ſee that a laborious 
pains, if I may fo ſpeak, has been taken for the 
good of man, He cannot but ſee, that to redeem 
a loſt world, the tremendous Majeſty of heaven 
condeſcended to be cloathed in human flcſh. In 
ſhort, tha ten thouſand times more has been done 


by Chriſt for the aa of his foul, thaſ can in 
this life be conceived, 


If therefore ſuch a man thinks juſtiy ; if Divine 
Grace has opened his eyes, and penetrated his 
hrarg with an humble, grateful, thankful ſenſe of 

ag | theſe 
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theſe unmerited bounties 8 the conſequence, is, that 
love to his, dear Redeemer will be the grand. 
leading principle. of all bis actions, both private 
and public; and as it is the neyer. failing nature 
of this Paſſion, f. to long, for and. be happy 1 in the 
company or enjoyment of the objeRt | it eſte: ems; 
ſo will it be the conſtant endeavour of ſuch al 

to obtain as complete a knowledge of his Saviour 


3 his imperfect nature will, permit, He will wiſh 
to be more and more like him in thought and. af: 
fections; for which reaſon he will rarely fail to 


attend, with regularity, the public prayers and la- 
craments'bf the churc tt. 2lda 


Theſe he knows are in themſelves Gp no Value 
but are only means appo inted by e Chriſt. to amend 


Tis 0 61. 


the heart, and enable C3 TEM grow daily, in grace and 
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in the knowledge, of o our Lord and Saviour, 


— — ———— ———— ́Ü ¹r.l.. RE 


— —  ——— — 
— — YN — cad 


10 ſhort, precepts to ſuch a man will be aliibolt c 
vſcleſs.- The common topics'which/ the common 
books of piety and morality ee ſtand 
him in very little ſtead. nge gui 


» Chriſtianity, 28 _ recorded; in the Bible, pro- 
perly 7 digeſted, and well underſtood, wall 
ſecure him from eſſential errors; and the. 
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principle of (grateful love to his Creator, * Re: 

deenier and Sanftifier” will influence even the pri 
vate tHoughts and intents of his beatt, much more 
his ourward conduct and actions. Thus win he 
Endeavour to > Fulgt every law of piety and worlhip, 


| ſtimulated by the nobleſt of f principles, fincere af- 
| been. MH 16 0048S q non $41 5d 34 Ii of 


a 1 then, | nan, dend 1 x 
f vital, 'operative, ev weaned TY 
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At is founded upon eien; honour: 
able of our feelings. It is a religion fit for a-many 


and for a anne TP 19113 . 5 „ %οne 9] T 
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When it thus nt aptive our ERS ; "thus 
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conquers, ſubcues apc regulates 01 bur "affedtions, it 

HOW 2S 1 
gives an cine wor th and excellence to even our 


moſt indifferent actions: we are generous without 
parade humble, but not mean; honeſt without 
reſerve; braue, but not an Giant 
without deſign. | beg} til N nt 
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But. when contrary to this, we are Chriſtians 
in-name- only; when (the heart is little, if at all, 
affected ; when we go to church, becauſe: it hap- 
pens to be the cuſtom of the country in which we 
live, 


. 

live, and are ſure never to be ſeen there "the lat- 

ter part of the day, for fear we ſhould be thoughe 
in earneſt; beſides, it is unpolite, and quite out 
of vogue amongſt thoſe whom we call people of 
faſhion; when we are content with the form and 

| negle& the power of godlineſs ; are quite ſatisfied, 
ſo we live regular, ſober, decent, and free from 
any atrocious act, not conſidering that this may 
be owing to conſtitution, bodily complexion, ha- 
bit, or refined education; when we repeat the capi- 
tal articles upon which our ſalvation depends, jult 
as a ſchool- boy does his leſſon, and underſtand no 
more of the matter than what we have picked up 
at ſchgol or in the nurſery : when we think, that 
becauſe we have been baptized, and belong to this 
or that church, are called after this or that ſect 
on party, all is ſafe and right; God is a moſt merciful 
Being, and therefore, though we cannot tell why or 
how, we ſhall certainly be happy after death: when 
this is — caſe, when ſuch flimſy ſtuff is ſubſticured 
in the Place of che all- toning blood of our great 
High Prieſt; no wonder religion, that i is, the form 
of it, becomes fo tedious and irkſome : no wonder 
we grow dull, heavy, and yawn over prayers we | 
enter not into the ſpirit of: no W we e prefer | 
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any place to the houſe of God, any day to the 
Sabbath, or any company to the great and mighty 
Jeſus. | 


The truth js, that, not having ſeriouſly cone 
ſidered. the benefits we enjoy by his paſſion, we 
love him not in the manner that we ought ;, For it 
is arrant nonſenſe to talk of eſteeming a perſon 
we are endeavouring to run away from, and avoid. 


Thus defckut with teſpect to God, our affec- 
tion for mankind muſt decreaſe, and be leſſened, 
in a proportion manner, 


It is contracted within the ſmall diſtrict * our 
friends, or kindred. It may, perhaps be extended 
to our acquaintance, but ſeldom comprehends the 
whole ſpecies or ſociety of fellow. rationals. Agd 
yet, next to the love of our God and Sqviour, 
this is the 11 mee | 


That we are formed by the Author of Nature 
for ſociety, the power of ſpeech, the ſtructure of 
our. parts, and the very make of our bodies, 
ſufficiently 1 indicate, 'That there are relative duties 
ariſing from this our mutyal communion with 
each other, is equally manifeſt and apparent. 

Reaſon 
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pronouneing love to mankind. to be the trueſt, 
molt: effectual, and beſt motive, to excite us to 
Shay the amis one by nature, n Da 
M Giaide, rage yd et: ei zal 4) 
The xeligion of: Jeſus teaches us to * Kong 
all men without diſtinctionz not only a8 haying 
one common parent with ourſelves, but alſo, as 
being fellow ranſomed, and fellow · redeemed bre. 
chren ; creatures born for the ſame end, travelling 
the ſame journey, climbing the ſame craggy 
aſcent; and yet poſting, as faſt as the wings of ; 
Time ont * n to the ame aul hab; 
tation. — N „ Lt 10 n 10 0011 
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Hence does the Goſpel repeatedly exhort us to 


charity by which we are nat to underſtand alms- 
Sing. but a _ NN diffuſive * * e 


re 
PE le a man 1 by fo a0 nem, 
on a foreign ſhore. 
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y * for ſeveral years, deptived & 
eyen a glimpls of op own ſpecies. * 
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In an unexpected hour, ſurpriae him, by pre- 
ſenting to his-view a man like himſelf; judge the 
ſuddem effuſton of joy and tranſport he muſt feel, 
and-'you- wild better conceive; than my pen can 
deſcribe, what is meant by «yarn, which, for 
want of 4 better word, we: render Charity; of 
nic ſuch ereellent things abe ſpoken,” tliat Sti 
Paul- doelares, thowgh he could ſpeak with the 
eloquenee of an angel! had the gifr of prophecy, 
was expert in the nobleſt myſteries, and excelled 
im the ſublimeſt knowledge nay, though he gave 


allthis property to feed the poor, or his body to 


be 'buraedy and poſſuſſed not this: divine; philan- 
thropy, or principle of love, he was yet a mere 
nothing, a wy without a _— 


As, lde all the ſocial 05 of our boy 
religion tend to the good of mankind; well might 
the apoſtle pronounce love to be the fulfilling, of 
this: law, inaſmuch as it only wiſhes the happineſs 
of every individual of which the . our 
ſpecies is compoſed. wilt agi 


From ſome anatomical experiments upon the 
human body, a moſt excellent and penerrating 
moraliſt“ of our own, has laid down ſeveral valu- 


ny able 
® Vide Biſhop Cumberland de Legibus Natyrz, cap. 2, 


© 3 
able poſitions; ſuch as, thar thoſe things which” 
ae peculiar to man (belides weeping) occaliatuhis 
heart and-bowels' to be more ſtrongly moved; or 
more variouſiy affected, with joy or ſorrow, than 
er eee WONDS, 214715003 242 2 euο, 

t hn i 1o 2oinangindsvnos Id auoiigy 

Thus be ſoppaſes: to beſo ordered by Gad, that 
ue may be more ſtrongly ſtimulated ta promote 
the good of others, ſince we thereby peroeiva our 
own felicity more wit heightened than that 
1 voy brim ! 1oim l 


e eee a ona 
logy, being only fo much; „ 
ee nme e A wolg 

It 1 I ings: ſufficiently eee AY hymn 
that love to God and man is, but alſo, eke it is, 
the fulfilling of all 3 nn Sine: 
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That the true cauſe papa any paths 
theſe points, is his being deſtitute of a _ 
you wins as amiable and divine u 

{ia L R 7144.8 erte 
eee of Oheiſt, aki occa· 


hon, for this affection; whether we ought to be 
TEE: truly 


| Nature. 
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truly grateful, let any thinking, feeling men, 


judge, Who, is informed, that re - 


Chriſk we are indebted ** our — 
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Various are the e various a ee 
various the conveniencies of life. I need not pro- 
eeed to an induction of particulars, becauſe I 
propoſe?! not, ere addreſſing myſelf 
i 111 3 i} „ro 10 hohg , 
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Elſe might I remind you, that. the quick circu- 


lation of your vital fluid, the elaſtic ſpring of 


your heart, and infuſes into your countenance the 
glow of health, was purchaſed fur yau with much, 
much pain and diſorder, by 2 friend who is in 
„ 29209998 eee e 3 I Auf 
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I Ii convince you, 8 your Aden are the 
fruits of his having fubmirted to e and 


— 


. *% + 7 = 1% + & i. "—_— 
Ext e *- : '®K | 4 ; . 1 ty 
rem AH en ; «4 — . . 91 & TL 7 4 1 
— - 4 TY k * . 
4 GY * | 


habitations, defigned as a defence and protection 


from the | fude mo n tementa of: ſurly 
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Les comfortable i it cannot ſorely make Mech, 0 to 
whiſper i in your ear this ſolemn truth: 1 hat they 
alfo were purchaſed bf — Nr ah _ n _ 
Vs enz 5 
"I a dreary winte's 110 "y way eempelt 
beat upon his poor, defenceleſs, head. Many a 
ſultry day, the ſcorching ſun- beams played around, 
and incommoded the bleſſed body of their Creator, 
whilſt he trod the burning. ſand, to ſave, perhaps, 


a ſoul, to footh an aking heart, or Er Aa body 
much diſeaſed. py 


When Night's ſable curtain is let down, and 
feeble Nature calls for reſt; you ſpend, perhaps, 
the hours in ſweet refreſhing ſlumber : take 
then, friendly hearer, one ſhort leſſon ta your 
couch: Forget not the divine woody wha: cloſes 
_ erz renn rege, nds. | | 


The mount called Olheet an witneſs, that 
many an eve your dear Redeemer ſtretched, upon 
the moſſy ground, his ſacred limbs. Not becauſe 
he choſe a bed of earth; not becauſe he deſpiſed 
things comfortable; hut becauſe, though in Rim 
{lf rich, yer, for our ſakes, he became ow ant 
neceſſitous indeed, wel ald 


"r 
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As a man, great were his afflictions. Hear but 
the anſwer he made to one who wiſhed to abide 
with him : The foxes have their holes, the birds 
of the air have neſts proper for their quiet repoſe 
but I, the Son of Man; I, the Lord of all, how- 

[ ever weary, however harraſſed, howeyer fatigued, 
[| - either in mind or body, have not an houſe, or 
| habitation, where I may lay my aching head. 


Tue time would fail me to recount the ills be 


ſuffered z to run through the various ſorrows that 
harrowed up his ſoul, 


| Thoſe already touched upon are ſufficient: to 
| melt the hardeſt heart, But, when 'tis conſitlered, 
| that for us men, and for our ſalvation; he under- 
went this bloody ſcene of woe, the conſcious ſtars 
would grow dim, and loſe their luſtre z the ſun 
would put on a crimſon bluſh, and hide his head, 
were we ſuch monſters of ingratitude, as not, in 
| return, to love him, who thus firſt ſo . 
1 loved us. 
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| | _ . » Impelled by ſa pure an affection, let us car- 
| neſtly ſet about, in thought and action, enn 


| his law, | Wer 
| | From 


06143) 
From this moment let us be unanimouſly de- 
termined, that, as St. Paul ſays, neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be ever able to ſeparate us from the love of | 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord. | 
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SERMON VII. 


The Goſpel of Chriſt ſo benefi- 
cial to Mankind, that we ought 
to glory in, not, be aſhamed 

of it. 
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ST. Paul to — dolle, cob. i. va 16. 
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For Ian not ofbamd of the Goel of v: fr ri 
the power of God unto, ſaluation, 10 every one that 
believeth ,, to the Jew nt, > 10 to. the Gre 
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Tu. il to * ain during his 
abſence from the Chriſtian converts -who 
dwelt at Rome, | writes unto cm the epiſtle now 
m n | oqs 20 T 
| 4 {ets biot 
a Sl with Wee, thers to the 
grace and favour of Chriſt Jeſus ;; aſſures them 
that he never forgets to mention them with pecu· 


liar affection in his prayers to the Saviour of mant 
kinds exults with thankfulneſs for the greatneſs of 
L 2 their 


—— —— — — 2 — IIE 


68). 
their faich for which they are renowned through- 
out the world; intimates his earneſt deſire once 
more to ſee and comfort them; acknowledges 


himſelf their debtor, and profeſſes a readineſs to 
diſcharge the obligation, by _— the * 


even at R. 


For do not, ſays he, imagine that J am in the 
leaſt intimidated by the ſuperior abilities of your 
philoſophers, notwithſtanding the acknowledged 
greatneſs of their capacities; notwithſtanding their 
profound reſearches , notwithſtanding their wiſ- 
dom, their Tearving, their rhetoric, or "their elo- 
quen&3 1 am nevertheleſs far, very far, from 
being ſhamed of the Gofpel of Chriſt, becauſe ! 
know it to be the power of God unto ſalvation to 
every one 3 9 faith and be ene * 
ceive it. 181411109 


WO Its O. 


The apoſtle's $ — in this 3 a. 
ford ample reaſon for enquiring into the real na- 
ture of Chriſt's Goſpel, whereby we ſhall clearly 
diſoern how it 4s the pbwer/of God unto ſalvation; 
and chat, ſo far from being aſhamed, it is in rea- 
lny'nperhaps the onhy thing we | can, 2— 8 


| _ ä n 


"Ih; The 


1 * 1 
The term by which this heavenly manifeſtation 
is called, bears, in the Greek, the ſame fignifieay 
tion as the word by which it W inta our 
language. | en 


Goſpel: is derived from an Old Engliſn, or: Saxon 
word, that PEP ſignifies: good Pei 


dimes! it is properly aeſcriptive'of en 
glorious tidings of ſalvation, by the _ and 
pn ogg Chriſt. * | | 


That Sas is in the walls a grits 
politive evil, is ſufficicatly nn to the ſenſes 


of every man. 


That there is a conſiderable quantity of mor 
turpitude arifing from actions in themſelves itt. 
trinſically wicked, is alſo evident beyond the poſ 
ſibility of a doubt. 


That the natural bias of the human mind 
unleſs reſtrained by reaſon or religion, leads a man 
to the practice of many vices, the experience, I 
ſuppole, of every one Preſent, i fufficiently 


So ID Vvy ww RY 


teſtify. 
4 | Theſe 


( 250 ) 
Theſe things being indiſputable; tis clear to 
demonſtration, that the nature of man is, ſome 
how or other, greatly depraved, and hideoufly 
corrupted. 


That this could not proceed from God, is no 
leſs manifeſt ; becauſe, as a Being perfectly good, 
and perfectly happy, he cannot be the author 0 
evil, or bee | 


To the ANNE therefore, we can only refer, 
for a ſatisfactory ſolution of the difficulty. There 
we are informed, that man, affecting to be inde. 
pendent, and diſclaiming any reliance upon his 
Maker, loſt the rectitude of his mind, ſullied his, 
reaſoning faculties, and, from a judgment too 
| Prone to err, filled the world with diſorderly con- 


fuſion, anxious inquietude, ac à train of woes 
innumerable. | 


To prevent this dreadful cataſtrophe from 
plunging the human race into eternal ruin, the 
ſcheme of our redemption was planned by the 
Perſons in the Godhead ;. and, in the fulneſs of 
time, compleated, in all its parts, by the ſecond 


lubſiſtence in the Divine Eſſence. | 
Jed) By 


(- 1677). 


; By this wonderful , ceconomy, infinite Merey 
4 5 ſatisfaction to infinite J uſtice for the crimes 
of all mankind ; infinite Love accepted the atone- 


ment, and graciouſly pardoned the offender : in- 
finite power ſtood engaged to promote, carry on, 


and fulfil each article that tended to reſtore man to 


the favour of the Almighty, ar further dren 


felicity. 


Thus were the divine attributes harmonized, 
and man was admitted to a ſecond trial. The terms 


on his part to be performed, were rendered more 


caſy; additional motives were added to love the 
Creator; and all our happineſs can be aſcribed ta 


him only, who is the very fountain of love, good- 


neſs and _ 


| This this is the Goſpel of Chriſt ; this the 


redemption purchaſed for us by the blood of our 
incarnate God; this the ſource of every bleſſing 
poor man can ever hope to enjoy in time, or in 


eternity. 


It is the power of God unto ſalyation, becauſe 
it reſcues us from every evil, either this moe 
ig next, abounds with. 


Earth, 


—̃ — — no A 


Cry 
"Earth, ike” a ghet geld of blood, "is fied 
with a multitude of victims, Naughtered at the 


ſeveral ſhrines of Pain, Diſeaſe, Wretchednefs, 
aiot Care, Poverty, and r 


Euch man that deack the thorny path of life; 
ſdon feels the poignant anguiſh attendant 1 
mortality. 


| Effinbing! with wearineſs, the up- ftr ond, all 
preſs, with eager ardour, to attain the fummit. 
Some make great ſtrides, and quick advances; 
bur, catching at ſometling too weak to bear their 
weight, headlong they tumble, and can riſe no 
more. 


Others, more ſlow of foot, yet ** on in 
the ſame unvaried pace, nor ever wandering from 
the common track, reach, at length, the longed- 
for” eminence; but ſcarce can they look about 
them, ſcarce breathe the wholeſome air, before a 
pale, hideous ſpectre, beckons them 1 tothe 
unknown world, 


Many there ate who cannot climb at all; who 
ſtruggle with the Fates, put forth all their ſtrength, 
| and 


C | 
(153 ) * 


and Jet have a | perpetual ſomething, that, lite a 
weight, drags theme down to the private val of fle. 


2 


In ſhort, to drop the metaphor, miſery and 
misfortunes are the chief prerogatives of man. 


The very mes of ſalutation we use in . 
daily meetings, ſufficiently implies the opinion 
ve form of the weak condition of our nature. 
Other animals are pleaſed with an interview, nor 

| ſeem in the leaſt conſcious of any approaching 
_ Man is, by reſſection, taught to expect 
4 norking bur diſuſter; and therefore never meets 4 
feltow rational, without evquiring after his we” 
: ie or happineſs, 


We continue longer in a ſtate of infancy; 
require the parent s aſſiſtance more; and are, 
when young, leſs able to provide for ourſelves 
h 15 — other creature in the univerſe. wy 


Our natural wants are alſo more numerous, 
our deſires more keen, and our imagination for 
ever employed in creating fanciful neceſſities. 


Hence 


0 1540 


Hence avarice ſteels the heart againſt com · 
Paſſion ; pride robs the ſou] of mercy, and ſtern, 
N blaſts the efforts of honeſt induſtry. 

"Hl you 8 the vain, the idle, ang. the 
luxurious, grow pale amidſt abundance; and 
though bleſſed with the means of ſolid happineſs, 
draw] out their days, and waſte their time, in the 
purſuit, of every unſubſtantial non. entity this 
n ſtate affords. 


There you "ith an heart endowed with every 
u_ every ſocial quality, generous, humane, 
friendly, grateful, and obliging ; yet quite broken 
or diſpirited by the repeated aſſaults of hard for- 
tune; and, perhaps, deſtitute of even the moſt 
common comforts of life. 


Here diſeaſe preſents a ſcene of horrid carnage, 
Thouſands there are who never experienced the 
bleſſings of pure or perfect health; who, literally, 
die daily, and yet are years before they reach the 
ſilent grave. 


There are, you ſee, wretches whoſe bodies are 
both ſtrong, active, or robuſt ; and yet the owners 
feel 


s 
feel no joys, becaufe their minds are greatly out 
of tune: their envious nature pines in ſecret at 
another's exaltation; croſſed. are their ambitious 
views, their towering projects fail them of ſucceſs; 
and their ſouls ſhudder at the moſt diſtant thought 
of controul, ſubjection, or dependence. | 


Such, in ſhort, is man's condition ſince the 
fall, that, to recount the many evils party. coloured 
life abounds with, would be to exhauſt the ſpirits, 
and tire the patience of even the maſt phlegmatic 
or mechanical. Suffice it conciſely to obſerve, 
that we ſeem ſo much in love with woe, that 
where Chriſt has been greatly bountiful, where he 
has kept from ys real, we never fail to make 
imaginary griefs. So that miſery of ſome ſort is, 
in different portions, diſſeminated through all 
orders, ranks, or degrees of men. 


_ The Goſpel of Jeſus only can therefore afford 
deliverance, ſalvation from, or proper ſupport 
under, the ſharp preſſures of affliftion, _ 2 


Tbe common trite leſſons of advice, proceeding 
from extreme ignorance, are, in themſelves, idle, 
ridiculous, and abſurd. Such as, that a man 


ſhould 


4 6 5 


mould bear pain, becauſe it cannot be cveided' 
whereas his not being able to avoid it, is, in reality, 
the beſt reaſom in the world why he ſhould grieve, 
No man would lament a thing in his immediate 


* ; 


Similar to this is the common chit-chat ſug- 
geſtion, that we all have ſomething to render us 
unhappy. An admirable conſideration, and truly 
of very great uſe to a man tortured by the e. excru· 
ciating agonĩes of the gout or ſtone. * 


When men better underſtood the Goſpel than at 
preſent; when they felt its bleffings, and knew 
its intrinſic worth and excellence; fach fooliſh 
Jargon never then paſſed current in the world, 
Weak, frail creatures, as we are, ſubje& to a 
thouſand ills, and liable to perpetual blunders in 


Points of the higheſt conſequence, great need have 


we, Heaven knows! for ſome viaticum, ſome 
cordial, to cheer our drooping ſpirits, and ſave us 
from * 


The mind of every one muſt have ſome ſtay, 
"0 ſupporr, whereon to lean, or it will fink into 
"a Nate of gloomy fullenneſs; and this the bleſſed 

- uo Goſpel 


( 157, ) 


Goſpel alone affords, Here is true comfort for 

theal all our woes, bind up our wounds, and pour | Y 
the'balmy bleſſings noceſſaty, in. this 4 n 
10 ſuccour frail man Mo We 9d; 55900 


| 
*= A man who has taken his preſcriptions, we | 
ts bear worldly poverty, becauſe in hourly ex- 
pectation of being called to take poſſeffion of thar 
eternal ſtate he will affutedly enjoy, + in ho low | 


elder brother, Chriſt. «HL; big 


4A #ather, hufband, or a friend, narchedFrom 
ſuch an one, at x time they were moſt uſeful, at à 
time too when the blow was .molt ſeverely felp, is 
yer. quietly, acquieſced in; not becauſe it canngt be 
avoided, but becauſe, as it is the Lord Jeſus only 
who gives, ſo he alone, according to every rule 
of tight, has an undoubrediprivilegetotakewway, 
— it ſeemeth beſt . godly ien 
0 19VO 
„ Sicknefa-ve Abet, is ptaceably ſubmiteed to 
without a murnhur, or repining thought; : becauſe 
known to procecd from the hand of a kind friend; 
who, will nor, ſuffer us to be afflicted above that v 
are able to bear, andi never brings a miſery without 
A tenfold bleſſing at its heels, 214354 nap 
91 T ä When 


— 


the trying hour, when the Goſpel of Chriſt is 


( 198 ) 
10 When clay cold death approaches; when the 


feeble pulſe forgets to play; when life, like a 
glimmering taper, is juſt ready to expire; then is 


indeed the power of God unto ſalvation : it cheers 
the gloomy foul; with a ray divine illumines all 
her powers; makes her ſurvive the cruel wreck of 
Nature; and, with an ardency my felt before, 
ſpring forth to meet her deareſt Lord in the glad 
regions of eternal day. bt 

Theſe are ſome of the many comforts afforded 
by this divine ſyſtem of religion. | 


We muſt, 'tis true, be underſtood to point out 
what a man ought to be who expects the benefits 
of the Redeemer's death, not what we in general are. 


Did truth, or the end for which we thus 
aſſemble, permit, gladly would we throw a veil 
over the too general practice of the world, But 
ſince what is right is beſt diſcerned by a view of 
its contrary z and ſince univerſal cenſure ought 
never to offend an individual, let us lightly pour- 
tray, in order that we may more cautiouſly avoid 
ſuch errors as apptar to infect the 7 maſs of 


human nature. | | 
vr, The 


6) 
The Apoſtle. declares himſelf not aſhamed oO 
| preach the goſpel of Chriſt to che moſt learned 
— 1294445 Den 441452 


1 * 


II 14 % io Tung W Hi - 
He, 1 ſuppoſe, did not * yams as ratiohaly 
thinking creatures, they would gladly receive a 
doctrine calculated to refine, mann 1 
deify human W * N 


What an horrid: W 0 would heb han cates 
of our ſtupidity, had he been told that there would 
be a kingdom, the eſtabliſhed religion of which 
was Chriſtianity, and yet the people in general as 
great ſtrangers to the real nature of the Goſpel, as 
if bred in China or Japan; that the polite, or 
well-educated, would, in religious matters, be 
ignorant even to a proverb; that they might in- 
deed moſt graciouſly eondeſcend, once in the day, 
to viſit the houſe of God. But, leſt this ſhould be 
miſtaken for genuine plety, they would take 
eſpecial care to ſpend the remainder of the 5 


in a manner as inconſiſtent with "ay 27000 of 
Chriſt as age; fs een 


That the Bible would 60 ben with the ni 
> that every unfledged coxcomb would 


aſſume 


——— ane thre Ad Yr” EIT nn IV. 


{ oo F © 


fume the Character of a wit; and, without knbw- 
ing a letter of the language in which the Hey 
| Scriptures were Written, throw ont ſhreud hints, 
that it was * che m of a man of ſenſe 
Ins. « | „ ogg! * 


203 423311363 14 B41 fi 


That Want man 3 commence a kidd.of 
nope, be the carver of his own, religion, ſelect 
ſuch parts as beſt ſuited his palate, or his practice; 
veject the reſt, and call this rene 
e ee | 


> ular Big upon. the ways of the omaipatont 
God. That chey ſhould gravely tell you, © dhe) 
cannot conceive; tis above their capacity; but 


they are inclined to think it a 
therefore muſt be other ways. 


l And, laſtly, that the wh of. ts naten 
ſnould the neareſt approach to mere brutex af ay 
People under the ſun; chat they ſnould be mate 
impious, more abandoned, and, if |poſſible, more 
ignorant, though leſs culpable for that ignorance 
than their bettors. To crown the whole: that 
4 people, with, 4 ach bleſſed deen 
Soul 


n 


1 161) 


would. It RES call each oder 
(pts 1 on 25 CINE in en 
as 88. paul Und 5 * N the 
tranſcript af ſuch an, account, What think yon 
would che the moſt gentle ſentence he might pro- 
nounce againſt us? Why, that ſuch à nation, 
deſerted by Chriſt in judgment for its crimes, | 
was, like other ancient ja W ors 
oat ub % 8801 


3 
4 8 71 V3 


S 3: 


Wy time a the 8 
v den both prince and people thought the Goſpel 
of Chriſt che only thing they had to be proud of; 
was diſplayed upon their banners, and round them 
inſcribed the N motto, By only: Gan 
we wo to conquer,” 

5 RING pon 

Then, in all W prafit, truſt, or honour, 
the beſt recommendation a man cold have, was 
being the moſt ſincere Chriſtian. Twas no ſtrange 
fight to ſee the emperor, and all his courtiers, 
proſtrate upon the ground, in humble ſupplica- 
tion to their Saviour for a bleſſing upon the public 
en So far fram being aſhamed of the 
but M Goſpel 


(e 162) 


Gb pei of Chriſt, he 6619 had cgufe to blaſh'whis 
was not a ſincere lover of Jeſus : ſuch a''perſon 
was publicly whooped at, ſtudiouſly ſhunned, and 
25 cautiouſly avoided, They actecd like men; 
firſt examined the proofs urgedl in favour of the 
Bible; and, convinced of its divine Original, 
eagerly embraced, and endeavoured r tb 
underſtand i it. nnr © nner 

Theſe are the N te? we Ny fol- 
low, not permitting ourſelves to be led aſtray in 
principle, or in practice, by a ſet of empty - headed 
butterflies; but always remembering, that men of 
the greateſt abilities, and ſuch as have done ever- 
laſting honour to human nature, have in general 
been the moſt pious, moſt OT ani the fit 
cereſt Chriſtians, 


The very term implies a reliance upon the Lord 
Jeſus only for eternal happineſs. Man is a crea- 
ture purchaſed, and redeemed from deſtruction by 
the en blood of God cloathed in human fleſh, 


* 


The axitiogs! of the Old Thſtament cy 
deſigned to point out what Chriſt, when — 
earth, W do and ſuffer for our ſakes. 


er 


N 
e 855 


Scriptures of the New areg if I may ſo ſpeak; a; 
ſupplement, an appendix, containing an hiſtoric 
account, that the Perſon foretold actually came, 
and literally fulfilled all the various things pre- 
dicted of him; — e e one a 
* n glory.” | 


K 
ſave himſelf; he can only accept the benefits of 
ſalvation, ſincerely love the Benefactor, and be 
—ͤ —  ——— 
— 5 6-5 a 

EN 8 

een mn ut Obe, . 
admitted to a familiar intercourſe with the Deity, 
to live for ever in his preſence, to ſurvey 
wonders of his love, and be loſt in rapture at the 
tranſcendent myſtery of redemption by blood 
divine; this is the grand perfection of our nature, 
this the glorious privilege to which every/pious 
Chriſtian is aſſuredly entitled; only let us not be 
ee in n for ſuch mighty favours. 


10 purchal theſe weighty bleſlngs, many a 
ſharp pang. our dear Emanuel felt, many a ſigh 
heaved from his labouring breaſt, many a briny 

7 rear 


6 ) 
tear ſtolp ſoftiy down his-heavenly. face, many a 


midnight: hour he ſpent in ſilent ſupplication ta 
the Father for our welfare. When feeble. Nature 
called for ſome repoſe, he ſtretched his wearied 
limbs upon a bed of earth, not hauing amore 
convenient reſting· place; then riſing with the grey« 
ey'd morn, the day he paſſed in ſeeking proper 
objects wo whom: he e communicate ſome 
_ | * 1 vw - US 948} 


«+742 9901 721519288 1851 9 
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 Foomadwich a the tender feelings af 2 men, 
much did he ſuffer from the preſſing wants of life; 


many a day did Nature call in vain for nouriſh- 
ment, unleſs, perehanoer invited by ane more 
compaſſionate than the reſt to _— RR 
1 craig eit nn 4203. 261 il 


157 27 4 x. ao * 
1 1H D 215 


Such ann ads the Lord of Ode 
went. He was indeed what Iſaiah declared he 
ſhould be, a man of ſorrows, a and'{carcely ac- 
ee ae $f _ bur eee s ei nei 

50 101: 90131 '*ar"< Smiass 

And, when the hour approached n hat be ſhould 
be offered, when che Sacrifice was ſufpended i .- 
ar; then—but | "twas a dilmal ene that beggars 
all defeription.” Suffice it co ſay, Nature mud 


dered 


( 165 ) 


dered at the ſight, and Darkneſs drew her ſable 
curtain over the world, 


And now, my brethren, think we it right to 


be aſhamed of ſuch a friend? Doubtleſs, our 


hearts ' recoil at ſo monſtrous a thought. No, 
ſays honeſt Nature, rather let want, infamy, and 
every ſpecies cf diſtreſs, befal me; rather let me 


be a vagabond upon the earth, ſooner than that I 
ſhould bluſh to own, worſhip, or adore the divine 


Author of my redemption ; becauſe, at my greateſt 


need, he only can aſſiſt me; and I know. his reli- 
gion to be the power of God unto ſalvation to 
every one, without exception, that truly believeth, 


Therefore, Hallelujah! worthy is the Lamb, 
that was ſlain, to receive power, riches, wiſdom, 


ſtrength, honour, glory, and bleſſing. Amen and 


Amen. 


Be it, therefore, rather my chief employment, 
to ſing, with the ſaints above, Hallelujah ! worthy 
is the Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive power, 
riches, wiſdom, ſtrength, glory, and ' bleſſing, 
Amen and Amen, 
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SERMON IX. 


An inordinate paſſion for riches, 
or ſenſual pleaſures, ſhewn to 
be incompatible with Chriſti. 
anity, and the happineſs of 
man, 
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Tobi not th world, neither tht n that art in ib 
rl: If any nm Tovot tb wur l, the love of ib 
Father is not in him; for all that is in the world, 

" the Taft of ide fed, ihe gt of ide ches, and ibe 

"Wilt of fe, ir not of the Tubes but is of ib 

"world; and ibe tri 'paffith day," and 161" of 
thereof ; but he that doeth the will of God, alldaib 


for Py oe, * * = * * 0 4 er p F <A 
127 Mo fiche Eisen eie ide =} 


T H E writer or the epiſtle before us 1 r 
beloved difciple for whom, our Lord always 


expreſſed a more than ordinary alfeftion and ten , 
AG VEIN 21 2: vet 
| derneſs, | "A 
19% 1 nom one 3603 .,94T9100 3! Yi*Aas 


+ Is, ola the Goſpel, nid to be "wie 
ah wy Jeſus loved, As he lived many 


years 


— —— — 


G 
years after the death of Chriſt, even until the final 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans, ſo had 
he frequent opportunities, by his perſonal autho- 


rity, to ſuppreſs the me dangerous errops which 
commenced about this time. 


His Goſpel was compoſed to confirm the autho · 


riry of che other Evangeliſts 3,to relate ſeveral pa- 


ſages or incidents in our, bleſſed Lord's life, which 
they had omitted ; and to confute the idle notion 
of ſome heretics, h openly, denied that Chriſk 
* any exiſipnce pal. his. birth into this world. 

This his Reute is 8 a ane one, 5 
not addreſſed to any particular nation ot people, 
but deſigned for the 8 univerſal benefit Ke: all * 
ers in Chriſt. 


It is in your Bibles called the firſt Epiſtle General 
of St. John, which ſuppoſes the two following ſhort, 
letters ; ; the one addreſſed to a noble Lady, the 

other to a private friend, called Gaius, bath writ- 
1 by the ſame Apvſtle. | But it may be Juſt ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve, that learned men in general do 
not. think this to be the caſe : they rather i imagine 
the twa other Epiſtles penned by, a different, Per- 
ſon 


„ 39- 


9 9 


fon from the Apoſtle; and they alledge one Joh, 
a preſbyter or elder in een; church, to 
have been the author. s 903 is, To 43-03 nk 

LV pig f . 10 2e ei auh ride 

However this be, there is no manner of doubt 
bur that the epiſtle, from whence the text is talien, 
was certainly written by that very John, the author 
of the Goſpel, and who was the ꝓeculiar 1 
of Chriſt 8 I 2p ur. Ag ad ,qnoifurftnt 
Wan z 28uütl Sc bi blow ah 20975 

He begins this 3 "ſhy declaring the intimate 
familiarity he and his brother Apoſtles had had 
with | the Author of life eternal; tells them L the 


| reaſon. of his writing is to prevent them from ſin- 


eee they, through the ſudden- 
207 al io 21. e. To . 8015 5117 10 * 
8 FUR ont 108 i135; 


1 That St. John, who wrote the Golpel, w was "4 the 15 


thor of this Epiſtle, is proved by the teſtimonies of Origen, 
Eaſebiug, Xcumenius, and others. Indeed Dr. Mill, in the 
Prolegomena to his Greek Teſtament, poſitively aſſerts, that 
this Evangeliſt alſo wrote the two following Epiſtles: to Gass 
and a noble lady: his words are, “ Egiſtolas, autem iſtas ha- 
ere! anctorem Joannem Apoſtolum, eundem illum dico, qu 
Evangelium et priorem Epiſtolam Catholicam conſcripſit, ex 
eo plane conſtat, quod in iltis omnibus cadem paſſim dat 
e idem genus et n dictionis. 

S* Vid. Gyac, Teſt. Mills. 


(wm J) 
neſs of ſurpriae, or ſtrength of temptation, be led 
to commit a fault, they have ah advocate, à per- 
ſon to plead with the Father in their behalf; that 


tis perſon is Jeſus Chriſt, the Righteous Saviour. 


„ id ie ant an 2. $142 „od id: var 


He lays down ſhort rule, whereby they may 
be certain whether they truly lenow him even by 
Keeping his command ments. And, after different 
inſtructions, he earneſtly requeſts them not td love 
either the dre _ or ns _ that are in 
e world. Suti 15 71 eitli eng n 
bed. bat. fed & 1537 tris 9d un Wilton: 
And the a . for dus gent pte 
bition is, beezuſe all, not ſonic; but all tharisih 
the world, whether it be the luſt of the fleſh. the 
Kft of the eyes, or even the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, proceedeth not from God, but 
from, the world ; and the world, togerher with all 
things, therein, Paſſeth @ away, vanfſbeth. will Hop 
be no more. But he that-doeth the will of God, 
he that humbly. endeavours to obey Chriſt's com- 
mands; he only, when alt füblunary things decay, 
hie only Mall abide, ſhalt tive,” Wirith, ard” de 
happy, for ever, Fat en 


0.40 5 . 4 9164 W.? 


| \ 194 ) 
By the luſt of the fleſh, che Juſt of the eyes, 
and the pride of life; St. John means to expreſs 
ſenſual oy n and worldly honour. 


|. That our Lord governs the affairs of kings and 
even temporal bleſlingy dd. every o one e ſeverally as | 
he. vil. is no leſs infallibly true. But time, when 
compared to eternity, being as a moment com- 
pared to an agę, this life, weighed in a proper 
balance, yt « ever be found anting | 


The world, then, not being man's final "I 
thoſe things, and thoſe. only, which contribute to 
further or promote the ſonl's ſalvation, s and 
e ee the name of nnn | 


b - Senſual pleaſures, 1 or worldly nen 0 
far from being inſtrumental to our happineſs, ſo 
far from inciting in us a love for the Redeemer, 
generally give a wrong bias to the mind, generally 
ſeparate it from the fountain of all ſolid comfort, 
cheriſh the pride and arrogance that ſticks ſo cloſe 
to our polluted nature. On all ' which accounts 
ſuch things cannot proceed from the Father, but 
from the world, which is full of corruption, and 
in continual enmity and variance with Chriſt. 


*, 
4 4 -* 
* De 


3 Whoever, 


X * to oa; 9 of ſenſe, at we 8 


6741] 
Wboe ver, therefore, loves ſuch a world, the 


wee of che kalen i cerinly ox in bin. 


Since, then, theſe three ne 1 which 
ſo wholly engroſs our attention, are of this wicked 
world ; fince we have the authority of God him- 
felf, by the mouth of his Apoſtle, that they 
proceed not from him; here is for a Chriſtian 
ample and ſufficient reaſon why he ſhould neither 
love, aſpire after, nor eagerly endea wur to enjoy, 
either ſenſual pleaſures, riches, or worldly honour, 


- | But, was this even not the caſe, were they not 
ſo extremely detrimental to true Chriſtian piety, 


there is yet in their nature ſomething ſo unſub- 


nn ſo unſatisfactory, and ſo precarious, that 
nothing leſs than the devil's infatuation Wald 


— lead us to 261} ae in warn 


bi 


revelled to the full, when we have tortured: Reaſon 
for an ingenious device to act the brute with 2 
better grace; when we have ranſacked ſea and air, 


and ranged through the boundleſs regions of 


licentious appetite; each wild inhabitant of the 


E woods, each beaſt, each reptile, each deſpicable 


inſect, 


RW) | 
inſe&, diſputes, with juſtice, its ſuperiority in this 
reſpect. Their deſires are much keener,, enjoy- 


ment much longer, and Arp en 2 


* reflection. 2 


300 16 Dando k ts 
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; Will, poor man, during the intervals of pal 
ſion, when the ſatiated appetite calls for a reſpite, 
he alone is, tortured, alone is harraſſed, and his 
felicity is broken in upon by | the agonizing dread 
of future evils. | 4 
When wantonly carouſing with his friends; 


when noiſy Riot ſhuts the deor to Senſe and Seri- 
ouſaeſs; when Paſſion, like a furious charioteet, 


treads under foot the laws of Chriſt, Man, un- 


happy man alone, ſees, like the eaſtern prince 
Belſhazzar, at midnight, a hand writing upon the 

wall, in large capitals, Thou poor, frail, idle, 
fluttering, wretched creature, ſoon ſhallithy zays 
expire like a taper ! ſoon ſhall a ghaſtly ſmile over- 
| ſpread thy COUNTENANCE | ſoon ſhalt thou grin hor- 
ribly ! Tis the command of that Jeſus, whom thou 
haſt long, long forgotten, that thou inſtantly*pre- 
pa / e for judgment; for even this n ſhall IF 
toul be required of thee.” W 41% 1 


As 


*. 
r n 


r — 


e 
As to riches, it is the moſt antaſtic i lluſion, 
the moſt enthuſiaſtic madneſs, to fuppoſe that 
they have any intrinſic worth or excellence.” Man, 
as. a compound of body as well as ſoul, has occa- 
ſion in this life for many things: the demands of 


"nature once fatisfied, à few comfortable conveni- 
encies provided, the reſt is all imaginary; founded 


in a fanciful pre. eminence, the offspring of pride 


or conceit, and the ſtrong indication of a weak 
head, and an heart totally eſtranged from God the 
Saviour, 


Such ſubſiſtence as is neceſſary for our well- 
being in this world, and conſiſtent with our eter- 
nal ſalvation, the Divine Redeemer will never ſuf- 
fer us long to want. A bleſſing upon our hoheft 
endeavours a Chriſtian has, of all men, the great- 
oft right to expect; and he that wiſhes for more 
is a fool, knowing nothing; or he who hopes for 
more may call himſelf, but if there is trutk in 
ab can never be deemed a true an 


1 


ak man, therefore, bred in the ſchool of Jeſus, 
too well knows the nature of worldly affairs to be 
delighted with any thing ſuch a land of outſides 
| can 


6 63997 

dan aff Kiches 1 
the demands of nature, Wee 

a 5A * 191691 | 7 WH 2d e7T wit Io. 

| ai At ii: 10 
bk 1 — he — of .the 
Word of God, thoſe who wallow in wealth being 


bo far from the moſt happy, chat they are cod fue 
quently the mall nn of al nn 


Vanicy . che e " Sense and ro 
AﬀecRation is introduced in the place of honeſt- 
hearted Sincerity prompt Truth is ſacrificed. wt 
Politeneſs; too conceited to be convinced of their 
own wretchedneſs ; too proud to rely upon the 
merits of another for ſalyation z too idle to be well 
employed; and too well bred to be ſincetely reli- 
gious. Poſſeſſed of ſo many deſtructive qualities, 
it is no wonder the opulent diſſipate their lives in 
. coy and grow, grey in LO: 


* 


| Their ieee life kids e ee their 
reſtleſſneſs within : they are ſo many beacons, hung 
out by the kind hand of Providence for the benefit 
of their fellow-yoyagers, as a caution not to ſplit 
upon the dangerous rock of worldly riches. 
N Great 


Great treaſure, therefore, being of itſelf inca- 
Pable'to confer Happineſs, is on this account not 
of the Father; for which reaſon, if any man is 
deeply ſmitten with its charms, whoever he be 
thit is captivated with the love of riches, called 


by St. John che luft of the eyes, we may ſafely con- 


4 


Elude the 10de of the emen 
um $1315! 
Ambition indeed wears a an * there } is 
ſomething manly in the thought ; ten thouſand 


things may be pleaded in its behalf. To be dif. 


tingulſned from the common herd by ſome out- 
ward badge of honour, is very ſoothing to the 
pride of our cotrupted nature; but on this very 
arcount is it the more dangerous, as it adds fuel 
10 tlie fire ; eficreaſes, inſtead of diminiſhing, that 
— — is wo much the charaQteriſtit 
of ten yr 3 It 


The very frſt docile of faving Chtiſtianity, 
the firſt ſtep towards juſtiflcation, is humility, a 


deep heart. felt ſenſe of our own worthleſſneſs; and 
the Redeemer's all. fufficient merits: but when the 
Vitle heart is tickled with a ſtraw ; when it is dila- 
ted by any outward mark of diſtinction; when it 
faunts and flutters in its on importance; tis 
* . then 


* 


t 0 


then manifeſt the love of ſomething” elſe beige * 
Chriſt has OR * 
3 | | 


Nee Sede Aut S8 ovale 


errut 
chat it is almoſt as difficult to keep 48 to obtain 
an involuntary error ſhall render the man, hefore 
the object of public admiration, in an inſtant the 
mark of univerſal ridicule, .odium and contempt. 
The vulgar are ever charmed with novelty 3 and 
he who courts the applauſe of the multitude, muſt 
prepare for the invidious reproach of envious ill- 
nature: he muſt expect to have cach \blemiſh en- 
 larged upon, each fault made public, and each 
crime exaggerated by the kind, buſy hand of Cen- 
fore. In ſhort, every _ 2 


N ; 3 c 0 5 


Granting, " we what i is by no means che 
eaſe, that ſenſual pleaſure was truly deſirdble, 
riches à ſubſtantial bleſſing, and worldly honour | 
capable of conferting heart · felt ſatisf&tion ; fill 
| ate We 8 that the world, together 
| | N 2 ” with 


» 


* 
* 


180) 


wiglyjes Juſt, Rs. vaniſh, no trace 
of its former exiſtence will be to be found. 


The Word of God divides it into three u . 
of tines the firſt; before the Inhe was nen at 


the ſecond, from the promulgation of the ew un- 
til the coming of Chriſt the Meffiah, conſiſting 
alſo of two thouſand years; and the third, from 
the birth wb Chriſt to * _ — . 

; Hence this TOY by this Apoſtles, conſtant: 
ly calted thi loft time, in 'a multitude of paſſages 
too long to recite and there has been a moſt an- 
tient tradition, handed down from near the time 
of Moſes, that the world Thould laſt only fix thou- | 
ſand years; two "before the law, two under the 

law, and two under the Goſpel : agreeable. to 
wich time, the world” was actually two thouſand | 
years old when the law was given; and our Lord 
as actually came, according to the moſt exact 


chrogology, about — four chouſandth and fourth 
yr — the e world, e n | 2 


4 


- 


«> ' 0 


id tas | howld this n true, „eb l 


_— r nor deny; but, ſhould it. be true, 
* 4 nature 


. 


> ny ready to dreditie” her luft f 


n- 


the ſun grows aged, and 'the'celeſtial: arr. 
eas, OY n be n N 
20 FD 19130 bieVorett moubCh iis 
K Weteihhundbg all that has been advaneed y 
— all that can be urged upon the 
ſubject; ſuch is the condition of our natute: fiich 
the corruption we bring into the world, ſuch the 
fad degenericy' of fallen man, that, as our church 
expreſſes it, we cannot of ourſelves repent, turm 
unto God, or do a ſingle religious action without 
che amlkener f ke Spirit 6f Chriſt, nor 
e ON er ee es 29% bas zdait to * 
It is beyond the reach of language to oa 
man; born blind, any idea of light or colours - 
aud we all come into this ſtate with our under⸗ 
ſtanding ſo darkened; our will fo corrupt, and 68 
affections ſo impure, that all the human arguments 
in the creation, Unleſs backed by the Divine Spirit 
peter il will faiF-of the withed/for ſucecſs" ward 


410 * 10 17 El! 33 1 


The foleehd'of exhortation ho perfantish 1 
flowers of rhetoric may dazzle the imagination, 
pleaſe the fancy, or affect the paſſions; but ir 
miſt be ſomething more than human that can ever 
reach the heart. He only that created it can 

l ſoften, 


ſoften, mollify, or melt ann Like n 
mtoive the impreſſion of the Divine Image. 


Without this, wei may preach, and you may _ 
till Doomſday, and neither > pad nor tre * 


ogra, even TT Yate 
| T 40 2 fret [!; wetth; * pine 
er arial we make en en 1 


4 ſenſual pleaſures; end yet, the firſt gewgaw 
held aut to view inſpires us with freſh ardour, and 
u. . in * ahve with aun vjgour. 


1 ne us CS W nature 
of riches; and yet, as if there was no Saviour, 
no Providence, to over · rule r gonfound our 
paltiy ſchemes, wo are ever buſy. in weaving a 
fine · ſpun web, in laying a, ſubtle. plan to be rich, 
and then ſtand amazed if it don't ſucceed, call ig 
2 great. misfortune, / and wonder at the ill: treat- 
ment we meet with; in the world 3, whereas the 
error lies in not having ſufficient; faich, in our dear 
Maſter, in nat. caſting all our care upon him, 
2 rohe aſſurance cha „ ee 
** 
"Hei * my W wha! Auen in 

cerve for himſelf his ſituation in this world, how 
ever ſubtle his plans, however deep or well laid 
37:01 his 


( 12 ); 


his ſchemes, by got humbly ſubmitdng to the 
Providence of Jeſus Chriſt, by ſotting up himielf 
and affecting to be independent, he treaſures up, 
CT ON . 
| eee 2 | gig % „ni Loy deins 


, : > " 
% » - » ” 
D* er — 01 6 


4 hors; en my e all that 
we can ſay availeth nothing, let us be taught by 
the Spirit of Chriſt. 20 T4107 Wt} vd * 


9 101 
| There is a ſomething i in age, eſpecially when 
accompanied with wiſdom, piety, or b. Fee 

e PRE 4 PN! | 
11 * uno 460 beg wal 


"had ils Apotie;” ile with the 


Holy Ghoſt, writes 4 letter to you, any-friends, 


Among other directions for the good of your 
ſouls, he begs you to hold the world, and all ite 


ſpeaks a reverential ane. He was near an hundred 
years old when he wrote this Epiſtie 3 had, un you 
may ſuppoſe, ſeen much of the wand, much of 
its follies, much of its wickedneſs ; ſo that it can - 
not be urged he wanted experience: and as he 


n 


( 184 ) 


had — Jeſus Chtiſt, his 
judgment was uncorfrupp tu. 
oO E att -a19beophetoatror rf trabas 
© Believe, therefore, in time, what he ſays.” When 
he aſſures you that every thing in this world ãs 
not of the Father, proceeds not from God ; and 
as the world itſelf ſo ſoon paſſeth away, haſten, 
for pity's ſake, to do the will of God, that you 
may ſurvive the ruins of creation, and abide 
for da 
nad | eine it Jain 2 ei gd 
We WU nat, —— as one igno- 
ent of human nature. We all, in times paſt, 
have had our converſation in the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of che eyes, and the pride of life; hut 
Chriſt, who is rich in mercy, takes every oppor- 
tunity to open our eyes, and penetrate our hearts 
with a ſenſe of his divine love, in dying for us 
*erimitals.' This ſhould redouble our diligence 
for the ſcmall remainder of our time. Of 6ur-! 
ſelves: we can do nothing. Chriſt became incar- 
nate, and ſuffered upon the croſs, becauſe of this 
inability. Henee a proſtration of ſoul before the 
throne: of Grace, acknowledging our weakneſs, 
and requeſting the powerful aid of Jeſus, vill be 
urely attended with ſucceſs, Let a man try the 
| experiment 


(6 185) ) 


epenlnert with fineerity; and 1 wilt ſtake my 
falvation, tat" the event will prove favourable g 
he will ſooh be able to do wonders thiough-Ctiift 
who Will egen n. d: M πj,]Nο !p(; 


% cold zid 20qu 22abiy2 204. uowvitiont * 
ee p- this, arc this fly, 8 
tab pier or the Goſpel,” Te Haringide wh 
man's-fithteounels,” good works, or kepemtance, 
is to cutter worse d. Wholeſale. Even the 
Mahometans. are far from diebming abobt ving 
themſelves; they leave that taſk to their pre- 


tended prophet: ſuch 2 N is the laſt effort 


7 


the devil can make in oppoſition to the truth, 


n. 


The world alſo, will ain in. the oppoſition, be. / 


(HOLGER 


cauſe the world, in geheral, is extremely ignorant. » 
and extremely proud. | 


* - "Man can de nothing of any effcacy/to promote 
his ſalvation ; it is Chriſt only that gives him 
fan e to will dart to do of his 8550 — R 


© 


The common trite can is, What _ 
of morality ? What! why much b upon this 
foundation than any other. view but the perſons 
who talk ſo much about virtue; do they moſt 
deſpiſe the world? No; J they are moſt in love 


with 


+ ® 


1 186 * 


with it. Are they the moſt pious? Far from, it; 
Chriſt is entirely left out of their honeſt ſcheme. 
In ſhort, as St. John ſays, This only is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith in the 
Divine Saviour, and reliance upon his blood for 
redemption, This is the belief that leads a, man 
to do the will of God with: thankfulneſe; thiz 
only enrolls. our names among a catalogue, of 
| heroes. recounted by St. Paul, of whom the, world 
vas not worthy. 4 and this will ſafely et 
en el bliſs and glorr. 


Let us, therefore, n my brethren, concJods the 
ſervice of our preſent meeting by an unanimous 
fupplication, to the ; Almighty 1 for his future fayour 
and p rotecton. ie 


Oo thou moſt aſtoniſhing Being, whom the po- 
yerty e of human language. fajleth to deſcribe with 
propriety; tremendous God! Or, to addreſs thee 
by a more endearing name, ſince to thee we ſtand 
| indebted fe for exiſtence, Father, liſten, we beſeech 
thee, to our feryent prayers ; and, as thou art 
poſſeſſed of goodneſs infinite, treat us with, pity, 
' renderreſs, and compaſſion. Since thou haſt 
power almighty... exert, F to preſerve vs feeble 

creatures 


- 


* 


@yhatever, in our thoughts or actions, thou ſeeſt 


„ : 
creatures from every harm, Since ths art the 
fountain of true wiſdom, givg to us a portion of 
that underſtanding which will inftru& ua to pany 
after celeſtial happineſs, Be pleaſed to rectify 


amiſs, and let the Sayiour's ſufferings atone for 
all our vile miſdeeds, Wean us from thoſe luſts 


- which may contaminate our ſouls, and thus render 
them obnoxious ta thine heavy diſpleaſure z and 
enable us, in every occurrence of life, ſo to act, 


and to paſs through things temporal in ſuch a 
manner, as that we may not loſe the things which 


are eternal, Grant this, heavenly | Father, for | 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen, 


# 
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SERMON X. 
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God our ſupport under all wor! 
tribulation, and the Author of | 
our internal peace, * 


—— — 


. * 
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. 6161 \) 
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SERMON X. 


C > , + Aru. 
"uy 1 ' : « 


ST. Jonn, Chap. xvi, Ver. 33- 25 
| F 3. TS £ — "IC * a 


Theſe things have I ſpoken tinto you, iat in me Je 
might bave peace. In the world he ſball have 
tribulation: but be of gead * &: * 60 
1 world. 


: * o 
! $ - b& « * 


Oe bleſſed Lord, - t bew be tintin 
the laſt Paſſover, being at fuppef with his 
diſciples, takes occaſion, among other things, to 
inculcate the neceſſity, and 'fet them a PRE of 
the greatelt and moſt ſurpriſing hurniliey. 


Supper, ſays the holy writer, being 3 
tiſeth from table, threw aſide his garments, poured 


water into a baſon, took a towel, and, behold a 


ſoene of wonder and amazement! the great God 
of Nature, the ſublime Creator, waſhes even the 
very feet of ** ſinful creatures 


This 


* 
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This tranſaQtion being finiſhed, with great gtief 
of heart, and a troubled ſpirit, he points out the 
wreteh whoſe perfidious ſoul led him to betray the 
world's gente bref,, 

During the interval, we may ſuppoſe Judas to 
have been ſettling with the prieſts the helliſh plan 
of operation. Jeſus took occaſion to deliver the 
words contained in the 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th 
chapters of this Goſpel; words that, all circum - 
ſtances conſidered; are perhaps the moſt tender, 
foft, feeling, and affectionate, that ever dropped 


from the heavenly lips of Truth. In them we ſee 


diſplayed a ſoul filled with a philanthropic love; 


an heart, a humane heart, warmed with the fineſt 
emotions, touched with the moſt exquiſite ſenſi- 
bility, and melted in pity to the frailty and for- 


lorn condition of our helpleſs nature, The whole 
ſcene demands the finiſhed pencil of the greateſt 
genius, and would make a truly grand, ſublime, 
and inſtructive piece. 


Lou ate to conſider a ſet of honeſt- hearted 
men, who, ſtruck with amazement at the miracles 
. Jeſus wrought, enraptured with his doctrine, 
and captivated by his condeſcenſion, had left 
their 


2090 


their ltle al, detckteä both. friends mp diert 
to follow him. | 


Hitherto they had thared ! in FTI the ! 
tune of their Maſter, had partook of every enter- 
tainment made by the benevolence of the chari- 
table; enjoyed the company of an inſtructor ea- 
pable to adviſe them upon any emergency, ready 
to ſettle their little diſagreements, and willing, if 
poſſible; to have n live in — Ware. „ 
and peace. q 


Their eyes being not yet opened, that they 
might underſtand the ancient Seriptures, or writ- 
ings of the prophets; you are to imagine their 
heads dreaming of nothing but temporal grandeur. 

Hence every ſyllable our Lord let fall concerning 
his kingdom, they conſtantly, explained in their 
own ſenſe, agreeable to the erroneous notions they | 
had formed concerning cheſe ſubjects. "i 


£233.00 


We are not, 1e to * that 8 

| Chriſt, in expreſs words, declares his kingdom, 
not to be of this world, they begin to be very 
forrowful : nor is it ſurpriſing to find them ſtruck 
with amazement when he talks about leaving the 
world, or dying an ignominious death. 


— 
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In this ſituation of mind you are to ſuppoſe 
them when they find themſelves about to loſe 
their - deareſt Maſter. Inſtead of a familiar and 
friendly converſation, they are. now only requeſted | 
to believe in him: inſtead of being cheered by his 
ſacred; preſence, and enlivened by his counſel, 
they are to wait for the inſtruction of one whom 
he promiſes to ſend; their attention is rouzed, 


amazement ſits painted on each cheek, a ſilent 
grief fills each countenance with diſtreſs, 


And is ſuch (are they ready to ſay) is ſuch the 
end of all our lahour ? Is it for this we have wan- 
dered through the world, for this we have left 
onrfelves without either home or habitation ; for 
this we have felt the griping hand of Want, and 
known but every ill? Poor as we are, muſt we 
become poorer ſtill; muſt we be completely 
wretched ; muſt we be quite, quite helpleſs, hope- 
leſs, deſtitute and forlorn, ſubject to every inſult- 
ing tongue, liable to every contemptuous ſneer ? 
All this we have chearfully ſubmitted to, without 
even a murmur, whilft thou waſt with us, and 
our guide; and now our laſt, our only remaining 
comfort, is juſt ready to be ſnatched from us; we 
are, it ſeems, to be ſeparated from, and deprived 

| Ef 4 
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of even. thee. Whatever agonies. EY art to 
ſuffer, whatever death thou art to die; ſooner than 
this ſhould be the caſe, ſooner. than leave us in the 
world, permit, we beſecch thee, permit us to 5 
r | 1 
Te chaſe. away the 88 grief that thus over- 
whelmed their ſouls ; to ſhew. them the abſolute 
neceſſity tbere was for his death; to ſupport their 
drooping ſpirits under the pangs of ſeparation, . 
and to convince them of his further affection and 
regard, he declares, he means not to leave them 
comfortleſs; that he only goes to prepare a proper = / 
place for them; that he will ſend one who ..ſhall 
teach them all things, He calls them his friends, 
aſſures them he lays down his very life for their 
ſakes; that in ſo acting, he does more than meſt 
men, and. all that any man can do for. a friend. 
He, therefore, moſt earneltly « entreats them, if they 
pretend to any love, any regard, or any affection 
for him, that they will ſhew it, by keeping 2 
tually his commandments.” 


He endeavours to prepare them againſt the 
evils ſoon to happen, by declaring, that the 
hour approaches when they ſhall be ſcattered 

abroad, 


t 45 

abroad, and he left alone. "Theſe things, how how- 
ever, ſaith he, have 1 ſpoken | unto you, not to 
plunge you into greater grief, not that you ſhould 
he more ſorrowful, but that in me ye might have 

comfort and peace. In the world; as I have al- 
ready obſerved to you, ye ſhall have much, much 
tribulation; but be not, on this aceount, utterly 
caft down; be of good cheer, be 8 1 have 
overcome, RA Wn * __ | 


"The | great althey for this See will 
appear, if we but ſlightly conſider the difficulties, 


hardſhips, diſcouragements, nay, miferies, the 
Apoſtles were, in a * n ee with, 4 


and ſurmount. 


Tue Scribes and Phariſees having loſt the know- 
ledge of the Old Teſtament; having, either 
through ignorance, deſign, or a mixture of both, 
perverted theic true ſenſe, treated Jeſus as an 
arrant impoſtor, as a mover and promoter of ſedi- 
tion; his miraculous works they aſcribed to a 
diabolic power ; his beneficent, humang acts, to a 


deſigning cunning. 


„ 
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In conſequence of er e 


prevailed on Pilate, the Roman governor,, to ſens 
dance Lond 20 be crucified, .. 1flig 2 EI - 


44% Tm 10 Non! : 


His followers, * moſtly poor, illicerate, u un: 
educated men, they treated with the higheſt con- 
tempt; looked upon them as 2 ſet of deluded, 
preſyming enthuſiaſts z and, vit our Fs * 
voted them to deftryRtion. 85 


To aſſert, after — Maſter's 3 death, that this 
Jeſus, whom the Prieſts cauſed to be killed, was 

nally riſen from the dead ; that he was the very 
perſon Moſes, and all the ancient prophets, fore- 
told mould die for the ſins of the world; oblti⸗ 
nately to perſiſt | in ſuch aſſertions, publicly, to Vin- 
dicate their truth, and this in dire& oppoſition to 
the opinions of the great, the learned, the wile, 
and the eloquent; ſuch a conduct muſt neceffaril 
expoſe t them to the greateſt hatred, Fr 
them in a variety of the moſt dreadful calamities. 
Want, infamy, and every ſpecies of bodily diſtreſs, 
were nothing to the perſecutions they were to 
ſoffer Nom the malice of their implacable ene- 


mies. 
The 


and inyolve | 
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The power alſo of the fallen and accurſed 
ſpirits; ever ready to thwart any deſigns to further 
man's happineſs, was reſolutely ſet to overturn and 
deftroy them. | 05 = Fl: 

From Scripture it appears that "theſe beings 
have ſinned beyond redemption; that men were 
ereated to ſupply their place, and enjoy hereafter 
the ſame degree of happineſs from which they fell. 
Hence are they at war and enmity with gur race; 
and hence, we being free agents, they are per- 
mitted to uſe their erfdeavours to tempt and ſeduce 
us from our duty, Chriſt always taking eſpecial 
care to do as much, or more, to promote our 


happineſs, than they can poſſibly do to Er us 
miſerable. 


Upon, diſcovering, therefore, the method con- 
: trived to accompliſh our ſalvation, it was but na» 
tural they ſhould exert every art, try every expe- 
dient to harraſs and make unhappy the perſons 
employed in this glorious undertaking, On which 
account, one cannot wonder, that in the world 
they met with ſcarcely any thing but tribulation, 


Under 


(209) | 
Under theſe circumſtances, under the heavy 
preſſure of ſuch difficulties, where were they to 
apply for help, comfort, and ſupport? where, 


but to the Author of all peace on earth, and happi- 


neſs in heaven; where, but to the divine Saviour, 
the fountain of harmony and good- will. : 


Accordingly, when the Comforter _ came, 
when the divine Spirit was infuſed into their ſouls, 
he not only enlarged their capacities, and en- 
lightened their underſtandings; he not only taught 
them the true intent and meaning of the ſacred 
Scriptures, but he gave them, however outwardly 


oppreſſed, inward joy, peace and conſolation, in 
Chriſt Jeſus. | 


Since, therefare, all Scripture is written for the 
benefit of after-times ; ſince it is handed down for 
our uſe and inſtruction; ſince we profeſs to believe 
in the ſame Saviour; ſince the world is, in all 
ages, pretty ſimilar ; ſince the ſtrength or | malice 
of our ſpiritual enemies is not abated, or at all 
diminiſhed by time; fince we are all a ſad, fad 
mixture of fin, folly, error, and impiety. From 


the conſtruction of things, the frame of nature, 


our different lots in life, the nicety and tender 
make 
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f malte of the human body, the caprice, artifice, or 
deſign of many, and the oppoſite or contrary 
views of all men; from theſe, and other prin- 
 ciples I at preſent omit, *tis manifeſt, and cer- 
* fainly true, that in the world we alfo muſt, nor 
can reaſonably expect to meet with any thing bur 


much. much tribulation. 
17 


Tis no leſs an infallible certainty, that however 
we torture expedients, try experiments, or put our 
invention upon the rack, yet in God only can we 
ever meet with true, permanent, and nee 


peace. 


Take but a tranſient glimpſe of the ways of 
men; view but with a vulgar eye the glaring ills 
"of life, you will be convinced that Miſery, with a 
laviſh hand, has ſcattered upon ſome her r black, 
mournful favours. 


Be not deceived by external drapery ; widen 
your obſervation, enlarge your proſpect, undraw 
the curtain that yeils or eonceals the heart, and 
you will be till more convinced that all are, in 
ſome meaſure, involved, or partake of this group 


of * 
* 


(2 


Here meagre Poverty aſſaults or blaſts the 
power of honeſt, well-meaning Induſtry. There 


Pale, emaciated, naked Want, with nerves un- 


ſtrung, livid books, and ghaſtly. cOUntenapEes 
talks. forth to make. the Wome greater 
hight of wor, 2 UIGT & iz dus Tear VI9Q v 2:1 


. 8 


; . (1&6 Annas of +4 
On this ide you behold Juſtice trod under foot 


by Oppreſſion, Friendſhip impaſed upon by Cun- 


ning, Falſhood puts on the borrowed maſk. of 
Truth, Villainy wears the garb of Court-polite- 
neſs, and Mercy, with all the engaging eloquence 
of ſoftneſs, cries in yain to Cruelty for pity or 
compaſſion e 


| Here view Diſeaſe, armed with his horrid in- 
ſtruments of xorture, attended by a legion of hi- 
deous ſpectres. Obſerve, the ſtrong, the ſpright- 
ly, the healthy and the robuſt, ſoon become vice 
tims, ſlaughtered by this gloomy tyrant. Where- 
ever we turn, ſcenes, black ſcenes of woe, fur- 
round us. Calamity is the common lot of all; 
it dwells on the high pavilion of exalted greatneſs, 
nor ever fails to pay a rueful viſit to the humble 
eottager. 


Beſides 
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Beſides the eommon courſe of evils; beſides 
the general diſaſters we all expect to meet with; 
the headſtrong paſſions, unruly appetites, or irre- 
. gular deſires, in a greater or leſs degree, ſeizes 
upon each man's vitals; gnaws, like à vulture, 
his very heart, and are a ſource of endleſs vexa- 
tion, anguiſh and diſappointment. 


Such is a ſhort, but melancholy, map of human 
life. A few, very few exceptions, perhaps, there 
may be; but ſo exceeding ſmall the number, that 
we may venture to aſſert it bears no manner of 


proportion. 


Such 3 is the world filled with; either 
outward miſery, or inward anguiſn; and to efcape 
without a ſhare in the tribulation, - to breathe- a 
peſtilential air, and not be diſeaſed, would be a 
vain expectation, and ſuch an improbability as 
common ſenſe will not permit us to expect. 


Some balmy bleſſings then nature ſtands in need 


"of: ſome peace, ſome ſolid peace to ſuecour the 
frailty of our ſpecies. 


* 
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For this, the gay, the giddy and unthinking, 
call for the lute, the viol, or the dance; fly to the 


ſcenes of noiſy diſſipation; throng in crouds to 


publie diverſions; and, like children with their 
rattles, thus lull * the nobleſt faculties of the 
ſoul. 

For this, the 'wain:adjvſt- each: algety of crak 
and run about in queſt of admiration. 


For this, the grave plan ſubtle ſchemes ; the 
learned deal out their pompous, ignorance ;/ the 
ambitious climb the. craggy road to power: and 
in ſhort, for this, all mankind, whatever their 
rank or ſtation, purſue ſome favourite track, tread 
ſome beaten path, ana graſp at heart · felt Peace. 


The . Redeemer fi given to us ve 
this anxious reſtleflgeſs within; happineſs we are 
kindly taught to pant after, but perpetyally,,blunz 
der, and miſtake the way to obtain it. 


Chriſt has ſolemnly declared, that in him alone 
we can have peace. We generally reverſe the 
ſentence, truſt not in his declaration, but ſeek for 
this peace in every thing but him, Hence all our 


ac qui- 
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acquiſitions, all our joys, all our noiſy mirth, like 
a powerful opiate, deadens for à while our tur- 
bulent ſenſes, but are far from filling that aching 


void each man, would he be . to himſelf, 
Ands in his own boſom. x [oF c 


Beſides, our Lord's aſſertion is founded upon 
reaſon, and the nature of minen | 


Our body and ſoul are two diſtin, ſeperate, 
different beings : the former is made of earth, and 
is therefore ſupported by the air and earthly food': 
the latter is a ſpirit, and receives what is neceſſary 
to preſerve its faculties in perfection; not from 
matter, not from any thing in this world, but im- 
mediately from God, who is the ſupreme head 
and Father of all Spirits. 


© There is no manner of doubt but that, even in 
this world, thete is ſome kind of communication 
between the great God and our ſoul, although we 
are ignorant of the way or manner. 

When therefore the mind is intent vpon the 
afſairs of this life; worn it places not its chief 


4 


. 
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dependence upon Chriſt ; when it is ſolely engaged 
in buſineſs, pleaſure or amuſement, it naturally 


becomes reſtleſs, uneaſy. or miſerable, as it ts not 


employed about thoſe things for which God. creat- 
ed i it. Hence it may be called dead, as it receives 
no ſupport, no 0 no 0 nen from Chriſt Jeſus. 15 


This — the caſe, we are called, ſolicited, 
entreated and requeſted to change our conduct, 2 
be alive unto God, and dead to the world: 
work in us this change, is the ſole buſineſs of our 
zeligion, 


| Knowing the weakneſs of our nature knowing 
the miſery to which we are ſubject; pitying our 


ſituation, and commiſerating our misfortunes, the 


bleſſed Saviour left us a legacy of heavenly peace. 


What therefore the rich, the honoured or the 
great ; what the wiſeſt, the philoſophers, of all 
ages endeayoured to find out and obtain; the poor- 
eſt, meaneſt, or moſt illiterate followers of our 
adored Maſter, may, if in earneſt, claim as their 
right and title. + | 


To 
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10 be buffetted in this world ; to ſuffer much 


miſery and tribulation, is, we find, indiſputably 
our portion: but, however overwhelmed in grief, 


or ſunk in affliction, a gleam of comfort breaks in, 
like a ray of light divine, upon our fouls. We 
have not the great charter of our inheritance in- 
forms us we have not an high-prieſt, who cannot 
de touched with a feeling for our infirmities ; 
who is infenfible of our anguiſh, or deaf to 
our entreaties; but who was, in all points, in 
every tittle, tempted or tried as we ate; ſeverely 
taſted every ſpecies of miſery ;- and is therefore 
able, ready and willing, to give to every one who 
ſeriouſly aſks that peace which the world never 
could nor ever will be able to afford, 


Such of you therefore as are in poſſeſſion of 
this ineſtimable treaſure ; ſuch of you as can look 
up with humble confidence and ftrong faith to the 
Divine Author of your ſalvation, feel yourſelves at 
peace within, live a life of faith, contrition and 
repentance, and find great reaſon to joy or r rejoice 
in the God of your redemption, 


Who-. 
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"Whoever enjoys this preeious bleſſing, know 
too well the value not to give his Saviour thanks, 


and render up all his affections t this ou . 
ſenger of peace. 


You have kel, no doubt, the various ſhocks of 


life; the giddy and fantaſtic whirls, perhaps, of 
fortune; the louring frowns of ill, or the ſharp” 
pangs of venomous diſeaſe: theſe are deſigned a, | 
kind inſtructors. Bred in this ſchool, we are by. 
expetiment taught to feel, that in the world we 


muſt ſuffer tribulation; but you have alſo felt, 
that, beſet with difficulties or diſtreſs, ſtill in Chriſt 
Jeſus is there abundant peace. 

What though the thunder roars, the frame of 
nature cracks, creation rocks or ſhakes again, and 


flaming fire devours the world; nay, what though 


the trumpet ſounds, the dead awake, or hell, wide- 
opening its tremendous jaws, loud yawns a groan 
that echoes through the univerſe, What though 
more than this ſhould happen ; ; your hearts are. 


fortified with peace divine ; the blood of Chriſt 1 


has ſilenced any accuſations of conſcience; recon- 
ciled unto God by your Saviour's merits ; cleanſed 


from all iniquity : the ruins of ten thouſand worlds 


can 


| 
I 
| 
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dun never ſeparate you from your gracious inter- 


This is the end of that peace which gives vis; 


| even in tins _ a ſerene ſmile at heart. 


Fa dangers. none of us remain any f 
ſtrangers to ſo great, ſo glorious a privilege : let 
us eaxneſtly apply to God for pardon, pity dr for- 
giveneſs, as well as peace, ſupport or comfort, 
under every affliction : let us deem it an honour, 
that we are permitted to pay him adoration. 


Let us make a tender of our hearts and affec- 


tions, all we have, or all we are: let us, without 


wavering, be truly in earneſt. 


Wichout this Author of peace, all is darkneſs; 
gloomy horror and deſpair. 


| A view of his gracious love to man cleats up 
and enlivens the whole : we are no longer at a loſs 
to know why, in the world, we muſt ſuffer tribu- 
lation; beeauſe it is filled with evil: why we 
ſhould bear _— evils with a patient ſubmiſſion; . 
becauſe 


. 1 


W- 
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becauſe by prayer to him we always can have 
peace and ſupport. | 


We alſo know why we ſhould be well content, 
why we ſhould be ſerene, or of good cheer ; be- 
eauſe the Almighty Saviour has ſo conquered, ſo 
overcome the world, that by the aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom he ſends, it never, unleſs we 

are perverſe, can hurt or do us any injury. | 


Convinced by experience and reflection, that the 
world is a bubble, time a ſmall point, and eternity 
our all, let us fly for repoſe to the great Emanuel, 
patiently wait the arrival of that awful hour, when 


by his mercy, we may hope to enjoy peace, .reſt 
and quietneſs for ever. 
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SERMON XI. 


The belief of a future reſurrec- 
tion the beſt alleviation of pre- 
ſent miſery. 5 


F 223 7 
SERMON Kt. 


Sr. Johx, Chap. xi. Ver. 25 26. 


= A * 


t am the reſurrettien and the life : be that beliguuth 
in me, thawgh be were dead, yet ſhall he live; and 

whoſoever liveth aud believeth in me, Al never 
die——B elieveſ thou this Fo 


A © Certain many called Lazarus, ayiog at Be- 
thany, a ſmall city near Jeruſalem afforded 
our Lord an opportunity of exerting the energy of 


the divine power he W in I this 
, perſon to life. 


Meeting, as we may ſuppoſe, with many acts 

,of kindneſs; having been treated by his family 

with a more than ordinary regard, Chriſt appears 

to have poſſeſſed a proportionate ſhare of affection, 

1 in return for each little office of good will he had 
| received at their hands, 


* 
Zeing 
4- 
* 
1 * 
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<4) 
Being therefore informed of the death of Lazas 


rus, he ſeems determined that this, like all his other 


miracles, ſhould anſweg t1 twofold purpoſe, namely, 


the reſtofing a loſt brother to his deje Qed kindred Z 
thereby making an ample return for any obliga- 


tions they had laid him under, and giving the 
by-ſtanders a proof, not er oy. of his 
eternal Godhead. ph 


For this purpoſe, to avoid the invidious 1 impu- 
tation of fraud or impoſture, he cautiouſly defers 


Hi journey to Bethany until the "neceffity ce ceremo- 


nies attending the burial of Lazarus were accom- 
pliſhed, until he was actually laid, and that for 
ſome days, in the ſilent grave, ſafe from any ſuſ- 


52 picion of being 1 in the leaſt acceſſary to a 8 he 
could not have been \ privy to. * N 


Ar . Pe Pe | moped, CT x 
1 hings being thus PRNIINER Chriſt” in- 
Sri followers of the event, and tells them 


alſo his intention to obey the meſſage the ſiſters of 
1 _ ne, by going to . 


* 3 on his journey, wpeelisde 
2 town, Martha met him, 


and, in all the plaintive agony of grief, again told 


8. 5 


bin of the dreadful cataſtrophe; dwelt much, we 
may ſuppoſe, 0 on the merits, of 1 the deceaſed ; enu- 5 \ 
merated the hardſhips of her caſe, but diſplayed, 0 
at the ſame time, a moſt exalted ſpecies « of heroic | 
faith, by imputing her brother's death entirely to * 
the abſence of Chriſt—* If thou, ſaid ſh? hadſt 
but been here, my deareſt brother never would 
have died.” , 8 5 
"She then diſcovers : a gleam of hope, that his 125 
reſtoration, is at leaſt poſlible z but, afraid to ex- 
preſs | her real wiſhes, ſhe only intimates to Jeſus, | 
that ſhe knows he can aſk nothing that God will 
not molt readily grant. ; 
* 
To — oh her drooping bitte, Chriſt _ 
her that her brother ſhall riſe again. To this ſhe 
readily aſſents, but 1 imagines he means only at the 
final judgment. At once to clear up all her 
doubts, our "Lord pathetically exclaims, 1am 
myſelf both the reſurrection and the life : he that 
believeth in me only, though he were dead, ſhall- 
live again; and whoſoever liveth and belieyeth in, 
me, ſhall never die eternally.” 


u 
* 
1 
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N.. len ſo nearly connefted with the 
words of my text, is the greateſt proof, the moſt 
ample demonſtration of divinity a God could offer 
to the ſenſes of men. 
» 

From obſervation and experiment, we clearly 
perceive, that there is a regularity oblexved by all 
the mechanical powers in nature. Tis alſo an 
ealy taſk to trace the boundaries of all ſuch 
agents. In ſhort, a man acquainted with the laws 
of motion, an attentive obſerver of the natural | 


world, may almoſt point out to precifion where 


mechaniſm ends, and the power of God takes place, 


Hence are we enabled to form an idea of a 
miracle, which is a ſaſpenſion, controulment, or 
over-ruling any, or all of the powers of Nature, 
or conſtitution of things, as eſtabliſhed by God at 
the firſt formation of the world. It is making 
matter act contrary t to the known lays of mecha- 
niſin, | 


j ” 
+ 


& Thus it is of the eſſence and nature of fire to 
aſcend, of a ſtone, or heavy body, to deſcend 
toward the earth's center. And whatever be the 
cauſe that theſe bodies do thus act, no power can 

* ſo 


* 
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this manner, but the Supreme, to whoſe n 
will all nature is obedient. 


The greateſt proof, therefore, God could give, 
that he was the Author, conſequently ſuperior to 
Nature, was by making Nature act in direct oppo- 
ſition to herſelf, Accordingly, all the miracles 


ſcended, and loſt its burning quality; And the 
N deſign of theſe wonders was to convince the 
Iſraelites, that there was a Being ſuperior to Mat- 
ter, who gave ſettledlaws to Creation, and could, 
whenever he pleaſed, controul them, ſo as to 
make Nature act, if I may be allowed the expreſ- 
ſion, very unnaturally. 

This is one of the inherent and eſſential per- 
fections of the Godhead. And it is, on all hands, 
granted, that he himſelf cannot communicate this 


perfection to any created being whatever: for, 


could he do this, that being would, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe of the word, be truly and properly God. 


Well, therefore, convinced; that our Lord did 
neu the courſe of nature, it was ocular de- 
, monſtration 


ſv far controul, a3 to make them at Sly ib 


wrought at Sinai were of this ſtamp. Fire de. 


— 2 — N * 
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# 


( nas ) 
monſtration of his, Godhead z and every act of 


power exerted in this manner were ſo many ema« 


nations of his divinity, ue 

But though moſt of the miracles, were done on 
particular occaſions, and to anſwer particular pur- 
poles ] yet, as our Lord pronounced fo confldently 
that the dead ſhould riſe, ſome proof of this was 
neceſſary to be given, in order to ſllence every 
objeckion that might be ſuggeſted, 


When Chriſt declared, that he would himſelf, 


at the laſt day, call the dead to life, a man might 


reaſonably demand an evidence that ſuch a won» 
derful power actually reſided in him, 


In the courſe, therefore, of God's providence, 
two inſtances of the kind happened during our 
Saviour's miniſtry and they are recorded for our 
comfort, to afford us aſſurance that he is both 
able and willing to raile from the graves the 


bodies of thoſe who truly, believe him to, be the 
reſurrection of eternal life, 


But, leſt it ſhould, in the caſe of others, be ſtill 


imagined, that a fraud was barely poſſible, we 
have 


8 " Cw 
have the teſtifiony of both eye and ear-witneſſes, 
* = that he actually ral ſed his own , body from i" 
Fab. This was ah earneſt "ot the Manner in 
Which the bodies of his faithful followers ſhould J 
be releaſed from death. This was the cleareſt 
; proof, that all power in heaven and earth was 
given to the humanity of Chriſt, iu conſequence 
of his union with the Godhead ; and it was the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon for his ſervants to believe that he 
had the fame power over the machines of others 


® they perceived him exerciſe upon his own. 


The reſurrection of the dead, therefore, this 
miracle of all miracles, was wrought, to ſhew us 
that Chriſt had ability to perform what he ſo fre. 
quently, declares he will certainly do. 


But, as he was deſigned to be a healer of all our 
maladies, temporal and eternal; ſo is this tran- 
ſcendent act of his divine power a fare ground of 
hope, a cordial, a viaticum, a ſpiritual conſola- 
| : tion under every miſery to which we, as men, are, 


in body and ſoul, hourly ſubject, by reaſon of the 
infirmity of our fleſh, | 


4 
All . 
* 4 * 
* * 
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All things that in the leaſt contribute to our 
happineſs, either relate to the fortune, body, of 1 
mind of man. OW 


The inſtant our competence, health, or pence, 
is broken in upon by any outward accident or 
deſign, the mind is immediately thrown | into per- 
tur bation a diſorder, | 4, 

| ka * 

The conſtitution of things, "[ince the fall, i@ 
ſucd, that the major part of mankind are doomed . 
to ſevere drudgery of mind, body, or perhaps 
both, before they can procure even a tolerable 
lubſiſtence, And, what with the different views 
of men, what with the falſe notions of pre-emi- 
nence, founded upon pride; what with the great 
defects obſervable in every human ſyſtem of go. 
vernmentz what with theſe, and other "cauſes 
combined, the largeſt ſocieties moſt abound with 
objects cruſhed by Oppreſlion's iron rod, and 
griped by the pale hand of Penury and Diſtreſs, 


To ſuch as theſe I am ſure 'tis joyful news to © 
know that they may riſe to life eternal; that yet a 
little while, and all their wrongs ſhall be redreſſed, 
their ſhivering bodies clothed with immortality, 

their 


= 


” " 


| receives the pooreſt Wages, 


* 
1 A 9 0 . 
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their ſtreaming eyes exchange a tear for ſparkling 
joy z their face, the reſidence of meagre Want 
ſhall ſhine ſuperior, to the radiant ſun, and 7 
with effulgent glorx. | t 


But, to avoid dwelling upon the orſt fide of 
human nature, we may truly ſay, the life of all 
is darkened by Fortune's gloomy ſhades, and 
wur he on whom ſhe frowns not moſt ſeverely, 


+ This i 10 4 —_ wherg he ie merits moſt 
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When aroggling. with misfortunes, anxious to 
ward off . impending blow that threatens our 
deſtruction, ike a bird labouring to eſcape a net, 
the more eſſays we make, the more we are en- 
tangled. Under the preſſure of affliction, there 
fore, ariſing from a decay, or inſufficiency of out 
temporal eſtate z ſome conſolation is neceſſary to 
make us bear with greater eaſe the weight that's ; 
laid upon us. 


mt 3 11 
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This comfort can ariſe but from two ſources, 


our own ah erh or our friends advice, 


| Tell 


mr PII). PR 9, 


* 
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Tell the world your diſmal ſtory, yeut gain 
their pity, but you'll loſe theit dove. But, to 
know that our | Redeemer” liveth, that we are 
haltening to the illuſtrious court of our Eterna 
King; chat afflictions are his ien, ſent in 
ten thouſand apes, on etrars. full of love, to 
molliy the tout, unlock Heaven's treaſure, male 
net truly viſe, and teach her the arday | importance 
of eternity : to know theſe thingb, and feel kent 
in our hearts, this only can make us ſtand the 
ock of Net fortune, and behabe, under each 
viſitation, with the ſerene digdtty of men. 


Wen health. Ife's $ c oiceſt Vlettthg, leaves vs 
when the languid pulſe foretells  uppyſſaching Ui 
ſolution 1 when a livid paleneſs dwells upon the 
cheek ; when, the eye, | that uſed to charm "with 
magic | ſweetneſs, glares diſtreſs, and” links Ito !. its 

ſocket, when racking pain diſtorts the feeble 
Ibs thus ityared, the only coinfort in out” 
power is to know that we ſhall riſe; again, becauſe 
we believe in him who is the life eternal. 


* ment (ik 6 '% 

Thus, * the * appears a, , horrid ſpeQacle, 
ſill can the mind ſay to its poor, emaciated com- 
panion, Come, cheer up, my ſiſter. What 


though, 


* 


62330 
e lle "the ty fair, thy head does how 
decline: God ſhall ey Saviour give new beauty 
to thy features; (on Male tho Houfiſm in immmer 
tal youth; ſoon” börſt from the gloomy grave, ak 
eng ike the 17g th of thy — Lord” 


* YE OP Sm onde Je» 
When antious cares cortode a mind when 
diſappointments prey upon the underſtanding; it 
finds no reſt until it look beybnd the grave, until 
it ſees in heaven a Man, the fellow of the Al- 
mighty, villing to aſſuage its grief, and lull to 


reſt each murmur of affliction. In ſhort, « Wlittipſe 


of Chriſt's goodnels, to be diſplayed in the reſuſ- 
rection of our bodies, is the moſt ſovereign / unti- 
dote x to every kin Kind of diſtreſs, 01, vs 20 fugag 
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Nor is „ hould fo.belieye 
this act of merey, as to occaſion in us an anxiety 
to be of that number which ſhall riſe in noun to 


be e dleſt, 10h yo | 


Becauſe dne _ ſeldem Nigel that 
no croſs accidents diſturb our peace, no outward 
ills moleſt us, no pain extorts à heart · felt ſigh ; 
+Nill is there a ſhock of ſhocks we all muſt under- 


80. Nature, like an avaricious parent, lends her 


donn a life, but makes them pay a heavy tax indeed. 
Twice 


6234 
Juice, in the Goſpels, our Lord is 
weep; once for the miſeries about to uy unte 


Jeruſalem; the ſecond time, at the grave of La- 
ee ee, G. Les 


5 


* 


St. john Gd to oy a paſticular fires upon 


chis affecting circumſtance, The original word is 


very ſtrong, and means ſuch an effuſion of tears, 
F lpgatd:a het fe he tp 
e e ut, hi ele 6 eee gi 2. 


* 


14 
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en wherefore- did the Lord of Glory weep? 


*#Aa##+ FX 


heard. the news with, great compoſi ure; nor yet 


becauſe he ſaw the grave; that would have been 
an unmanly weakneſs. Wherefore, then, did the 
world's Creator ſhed tears? To. ſee: the, ſad, ſad 
Havock,' Sin had made; to ſee Creation's faireſt 
(child laid level with the duſt ; to ſee, God's i image 
made a putrid prey for worms to feaſt on. This 
it was that cauſed our God to of omg with + ang 


in ſpirit. 
And, vals tis 2 dime! TY 


ta; 


ho conſidered merely as a ſeparation of 
* and body. is 2 dreadful. But, 10 


- -» 
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look without fear or emotion upon che pale and 


livid wreck of mortality, is to be either more or 
leſs than man. Habit may ſometimes reconcile 


men in certain ſituations, and certain profeſſions, 
to the horrid view ; but we all know, that much is 
to be overcome in the probationary ſtages; and 
the fear of death is ſo natural to man, that there 
1s no perſon, however callous, in whom it will not 
at ſome gloomy and melancholy intervals be re- 
vived. + 


For this, the moſt awful of all human ſenſa- 


tions, the only remedy is that © bleſſed hope of 


everlaſting life,” which is given us by the-miſſion 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and confirmed by the 


example exhibited in his own divine perſon, and 
the miracles which he wrought on others. This 
is the ſole conſolation amidſt the evils of life; this 
alone can enable us, with cheerfulneſs of mind, to 
behold the daily and great loſſes we ſuſtain in 
the deaths of thoſe whom we moſt honour and 


eſteem; or to encounter with any . of cou- 


rage our own diffolution. 


Wretched, beyond the power of language to 
deſcribe, is that man's caſe, whom a ſtupid and 
obſtinate principle of unbelief has deprived of 


= this 


1 


this divine conſolation !—Wretched is that man's 
lot, who, perhaps deprived of every earthly com- 
fort, has no proſpect from futurity! To what a 
depth of woe is he precipitated | To what terrors 
is he not expoſed ! O, wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body. of this death! 
I thank Gop, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 
For he only can deliver us; and a firm belief in 
his goſpel can only adminiſter conſolation to our 


' troubled ſouls. 


Nor let thoſe, who, in the preſent tranſitory 
moment, may enjoy a deluſive proſperity; flatter 
themſelves with too confident a hope of its con- 
tinuance.—lIt is the remark of one of the moſt 
exalted characters which the heathen world ever 
produced, that we can pronounce no man happy 
or proſperous, unleſs we knew his end. Who 
ſhall ſay what is yet before us? Who can tell, 
amidſt all the changes and chances of this mortal 
life, for what ſad viciſſitudes he may yet be re- 
ſerved? This uncertainty muſt ever cloud our 
moſt brilliant proſpects; and he who is for the 
preſent moment the moſt ſucceſsful in liſe, will 
have moſt to dread from a change. It was there- 
fore with great reaſon that our Divine Teacher 
cautioned his diſciples, “ not to love the world, 

nes | Ms neither 


E 


neither the things of the world,” There is in 
truth but little in it, of which a good man can be 


enamoured. Diſſipation, luxury, treachery, fraud, 


villainy, oppreſſion, all the various ſhapes and 
forms of ſin, preſent- themſelves to our view, 
whichever way we turn, The tempter is per- 
haps at this inſtant laying his ſnares for the moſt 
confident among us; and * let him that thinketh 
he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.“ 


In this maze of error, doubt, od perplexity, 
on what ſhall we lay hold? On what rock ſhall 


we reſt the anchor of our hope and our ſalvation? 


On what ſhall we depend, but on him, who for 
us men, and for our ſalvation, came down from 
heaven, that he might make us the heirs of ever- 


laſting life, and redeem us from the horrors of an 


eternal death? 


That power, which by the breath of his lips 
raiſed the beloved Lazarus from the dead, is till 
the ſame; and, bleſſed be God! ſhall be exerted 
for our final happineſs, if we but walk in his ways, 
and keep his commandments, to do them. 


This conſideration only can conſole us in all 
diſappointments, ſupport us under every cala- 
Q2 mity, 


a 
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mity, prepare us for every change! This alone 
can raiſe us above temptation, can render us 
ſuperior to the bribes, the threatenings, the perſe- 
cution, of a corrupt and unjuſt world. This alone 
can guide our ſteps through this vale of miſery 
and tears in the paths which conduct to our 
peace, and which terminate in a en im- 
mortality. N 


Bleſſed thought! divine conſolation ! conceived 
in the boſom of that mercy which called us into 
being, and redeemed us from everlaſting perdi- 
tion, be thou ever preſent to our minds, be thou 
ever impreſſed upon our hearts! Weak, impo- 


tent, ſinful creatures, as we are, do thou, Lord, 


look down with pity on our manifold offences; 
do thou blot out, from the page of thy eternal 
Juſtice, the errors and the offences of thy poor, 


fallible, and unſteady creatures, and have mercy 


upon us, miſerable ſinners! In thoſe difficulties and 
trials, to which it may pleaſe thy infinite wiſdom 


to ſubmit us, give us comfort and ſure confidence 
in thee! Preſerve us from the danger of the ene- 


my; and when the period arrives when we ſhall 
part hence, and be no more ſcen, let that be- 
nignant love which reſtored from the darkneſs of 


the tomb him“ ho Ee dead four days,” 
5 x) 


3 5 call 
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call us again to life and happineſs; and may our 
$ ſouls be cheered with the exhilarating invi- 
; tation—Come, ye repenting ſinners, come, ye loſt 
: ſheep, come, ye pardoned prodigals, be reſtored 
/ to the boſom and the peace of your all-merciful 
r Father, and bleſs for ever that unſpeakable good- 


. neſs which calls you to enter into and partake of 
the joy of your Lord ! 


FINIS. 
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